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PREFACE 


CCC 
TT is not to indulge the Reader's 
|| Contemplations with the various _ | 
Charms which both Art and | 
Nature ſeem to vie with each other 
to produce in this Kingdom, but to | 
inſtruct him to avoid the Vices of its x 
Inhabitants, that tempted me to write 
theſe Memoirs. Example has infi- 
nitely more Power than Precept, to 
ſway the Mind of Man, either to 
Good or Il. To behold SIN in its 
naki d Deformity, is the moſt certain 
7 Method 


- 


„„ 6 3-36 
Method to oblige-us to love VIRTUE. 
For this Reaſon T have unlock'd the 

Boſoms of the guilty Great, to diſco- 
ver how little Satisfaction there is to 
be found in baſe Actions of whatever 

| | Kind; and how much deceived thoſe 

People are, who, blinded by a Glare 
of Grandeur, imagine Happineſs con- | 
fiſts i in Wealth and | Titles. 63: 
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Profiicutes of QUALITY 3 | 


Adultery a-la-mode. _ 
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* NAB E I. LA was never Jand⸗ 
4 ſome, and has for many Years 
| $ been paſt her Bloom, yet 18 


N ſheMiſtreſs of all the ſeducing 
Arts the Devil ever taught the moſt cun- 
ning of her Sex—She has been ever a pro- | 
feſsd and open Devotee to that Fiend ſor many 
of theſe wretched Iſlanders adore, and to ſa- 
tisfy | the raging Inſpiration, ſpares no Pains 
nor Stratagems :——She cannot behold a 


Fo orm moment, without F lng thoſe we 
A . 
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fſtrres, which never fail to prompt her to 
1 Meaſures the moſt abhorr'd for the Grati- 
fication of them, Auguſt as ſhe now is in 
all the Glare of Pomp and Grandeur, ſne 
was once on a level with the Meaneſt of that 
Crowd ſhe now deſpiſes.— Born of a lo. 
Extraction, and of Parents remarkable only 
for baſe Actions; ſhe had not arrived at 
the Age of Seventeen, before ſhe was a no- 
ted Proſtitute: Nor was this ſcandalous 
| Profeſſion the moſt vile ſhe follow d—— 
She aſſociated herſelf with a Gang, who 
if they had not been more truſty to 
each other, than Perſons of that Sort ge- 
* nerally are, muſt have expiated their 
Crimes with their Deaths, and that in the 
5 moſt ſhameful Manner the Law has the 
= Power to infli& ; yet, in the Midit of all 
__-theſe Diſadvantages, a young Nobleman, 
LE whoſe! Name is Horatio, thought her wor- 
thy his Embraces. He maintain'd her 
in a Manner far above her Hopes—really 
loved her, and had that perfe Confidence 
in her Fidelity, that he introduC'd his 
F riends to her Aequaintance — made Enter - 
pioments for them at cows Lodgings' Fand In 
When - 


ow" 
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[3] 


whenever any Buſineſs call'd him out, made 


no Scruple of leaving her alone with any 


of thoſe he had brought there. — 
Among the Number of them, was a cer- 
tain Duke, who takes his Title from a 


Northern County ; from frequent Conver- 


ations with him, ſhe had Opportunities of 
practiſing thoſe Infinuations which ſeldom 
fail'd to gain the Point ſhe aim'd at 
therefore could not be unſucceſsful on a 
Man, whoſe Credulity ſeem'd to invite 
Deceit. 


beſl Woman in the World —ador'd her Hu- 


mour, and doubted not but that there were | 


uncommon Tranſports to be found in her 
Embraces, ſince he every Day ſaw Inſtances 


of the Fondneſs with which ſhe was regarded 


by Horatio. 


| Being become his Rival, he ceaſed to 


be his Friend, and was continually la- 


bouring to perſuade her, that he was un- 


worthy of fo great a Joy as the Poſ- 25 
ſeſnon of her. — The artful Creature im- 


media dg n his pate. ; "RE one RY 
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- He became in a little Time 
wholly charm*d with her thought her the 
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| | as he was ſiting with her, when Word 
was brought that Horatio was coming to 
viſit her, ſhe burſt into a flood of well- 
diſſembled Tears; and as tho' ſhe knew 
not what ſhe ſaid, cry'd out, Oh Heavens |. 
TR muſt I be ſacrificed l- The believ- 
ing. Duke was in a Rapture at theſe Words, 
but had not time to expreſs it, becauſe 
Horatio was coming up Stairs. But the 
next Time he had an Opportunity he told 
Her that he had long been in Love with 
her - ——that nothing could have given 
him a Joy adequate to the Knowledge, it 
was not Inclination which had engaged 1 

£ her to live- in that Manner with Horatio; 
8 and that if ſhe could be prevailed on to 
quit him, his whole Life and F ortune 


; ſhould be devoted to her. 


This was all ſne wanted; ſhe knew there 

[2 wet Advantages to be made in being Miſ- 
trreſs to the eaſy-natur'd Duke, which ſhe 
f could not hope for, in a Continuance of 
an Amour with 4 Man who had poſſeſs'd 
bor, and who was not of a Diſpoſition 
1 75 "to be too much impoſed on. He 
wed ber {cme Extravagancies 
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in her Humour 
ſhe reign'd ſole and triumphant Empreſs of 
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[5] 


| ſhe had ask'd wt him, and ſhe began to 75 


think her Power with him on the De- 
eline; therefore ſtay'd not to be twice 
entreated to comply with what ſhe "fo 
much defired, and believ'd ſo much to 
her Intereſt z and ordering her Things 


to be pack'd up immediately, went 


away in his Grace's Coach, without 
giving herſelf any Uneaſineſs how the 
Count would take ſo ſudden an Alteration 
for. many Years 


his Heart——managed his Fortune 
took upon her the government of all his 
Affairs, and at laſt, (Oh ſhame to Nobi- 
lity !) her Artifice, and his mean Notions 


of true Honour and Greatneſs, prevail'd 
on him to marry her! 
| ſhe uſed him as, indeed, he deferved. 


After that, 


The moſt humble and obliging Miſ- 


creo was now turn'd the moſt haughty and 

imperious Wife; and if his raiſing her to 
that Dignity juſtly ſubjected him to the 
Kidicule of all Companies abroad, her 

a 9 „ Behaviour to him made him infinitely more 


” fo at Home——he became the Jeſt of his 
N AS. Os 


7 FRE >; 
own Servants —he was deſpiſed by his Ene- 
mies, and pitied by his Friends. See- 
ing, and too late repenting the Folly he 
had been guilty of, the Grief of it threw 
him into a lingring Diſeaſe, of which he 
died. The luxurious Dutcheſs was now 
at Liberty to take the full ſwing of her De- 
fires - and, accordingly threw out her 
Lure for al the amorous Part of Man- 
kind. Countleſs were the Num- 
| bers ſhe Wand means to attract, but none 


3 felt a ſtronger or more laſting Impreſſion 
man Zothatio, a Gentlemen, who by his Prin- 
1 eiples relating to other Affairs, one would not 


_ ave inagitgd ſhould: have been ſo eaſily | 


IX drawn in by one of her's; but there are 


Few young Hearts that are Proof apainſt. 


W 8 the Charms of Grandeur Rich Clothes, 


a Blaze of Jewels, a ſplendid Equipage, : 
| are apt to dazzle the unwary Gazer, and 
rake: the'Senſe, tho? they cannot reach the 


Soul. Then ſhe had Arts to ſupply | 
1 what Age had taken from her, and wie 


even Wrinkles pleaſing beſides, we 2 
are not to imagine that the Poſſeſſic ion of. 
25 her pun, Beauties Was 1 8 on Aim 


4 
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Wal: 
be has a good deal of Ambition in 
his Nature, and *tis not to be doubted 
but that the Hope of raiſing his Fortune 
by her Means, had at leaſt an equal Share 
in the  Inducement - - Another Argu- 
ment allo may be alledged in his Behalf . 
| —he had from his Childhood been ab- 
ſent from England, and but juſt return'd 
from his Travels, when he was introduc'd 
to her Acquaintance: therefore, had not 
the Opportunity of being let into the black 
Part of her Character; and as Youth 1s 
ſeldom without ſome Vanity, was eaſily 
| flatter'd into a Belief that he was the only 
| happy Man; and that thoſe F ayours he 
receiv'd from the Dutcheſs were the Ef. 
fects of the moſt tender Paſſion. — Tis 
true, ſhe took all imaginable Pains to 
confirm him in this Opinion, and to that 

End would needs have him with her at a 
Caſtle ſhe had ſituated on a Bank of one 
of the fineſt and moſt delectable Rivers in 
the whole World. Here it was ſhe uſed 
"to paſs the Summer-Seaſon, and here ſhe 
now indulg'd herſelf with this young Ena- 
rate in all the riotous Delights of Senſe, 
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till he, too generous, too 18 for 
ſuch a proſtituted and polluted Paſſion, 
fearing his living with her in that publick 
Manner wou'd be a Blot on her Reputa- 
tion, (which J have already told you, he 
was ignorant was Scandal- proof) begg'd ſhe 
would reſtrain her Raptures from the 
yes of her Servants, and thoſe who vi- 
fited her, and not with laviſh Fondneſs 
permit him to remain in the ſame Houſe 
with her ; but only give him teave to wait 
on her at proper Times, as tho* he came 
to ſollicit ſome Favour from her, not to 


ted by the tendereſt Regard, put the haugh- 
ty Dutcheſs into an inconceivable Rage, 
and he had ſcarce time to finiſh what he 
_had to ſay on that Head, before ſhe inter- 
rupted him And are you weary 
4 of living with me, Lol bario, ſaid ſbe: 
ungrateful Man! are you already ſati- 
* ated with my Embraces! — Has a Wo- 
man of my Quallity, my Good · nature, : 
my Sincerity, and Love, no Charms to 
hold you? Is at, - ay, too ſure 


25,2009 that, ——like all your Sex you are ” 
— BOT ITO fond 


This Requeſt, tho' dicta- 


„ 


« aud of Variety | 
« only Charm to pleaſe you ! 
« have ſome other View, ſome little trifl- 
e ing Creature rivals me in your Eſteem 
„ and now you'd leave me, —you 
« Janguiſh to be happier, than 'tis in my 
©« Power to make you: —But go (conti- 
« nu'd ſhe, pretending to weep) be gone— 
u be gone for ever from my Sight—— be 
gone, and boaſt you have forſaken a 
« Woman whom your Superiors wou'd 
« die to obtain and one, who lov'd 
% you with a Fondneſs which nothing but 
6 your Ingratitude can . 3 


Wok is the 


you 


Theſe Words, and the moving g Gel MM 
Which accompany'd them, quite diffolv%d 
the tender Soul of him they were addreſs'd 
to —- and wholly innocent of her Re- 
Proaches, he cou'd not bear the Grief he 
thought ſhe ſuffer'd :- „ Forbear, my 
lovely Dutcheſs ! ſaid be, (kiffing and 
.« embracing ber) forbear to wound me 
by ſuch unjuſt Suſpicions, — think not 
L ever can forget your Goodneſs, — be- 
66 lieve me, twas out of the extremeſt Re- 
A 8, 0 gerd 


der of a detracting World. 
* wrong my Love- 


[ 10 ] 
„ gard to your Honour I offer'd this 
Violence to myſelf——and choſe rather 
* to be leſs frequently happy than I have 
been in your dear Arms, than endure you 
e ſhould ſuffer by the malicious Cenſures 


O do not 
my endleſs Grati- 
believe it as it is, the higheſt 


*« tude 


10 uo! of tender Paſſion urg*d me to this 


« Propoſal, and that I wou*d chuſe to 
o die a thouſand Deaths to make you 4 


= happy.” Ts 


Theſe Birte and tome other 
ments he made uſe of, a little 
\pacify'd her, and beginning to confider 
more calmly on what he had ſaid, ſhe 
couꝰd not help acknowledging, that to live 
together in that Manner muſt render her 
Infamous to all who knew it ; yet, not a- 
ble to reſolve to Part with him, ſhe be- 
thought her of a Pretence for detaining 
him, which, to thoſe who were ignorant 
of the Affair, might ſeem plauſible enough 


2 —it was to make him Gentlemen of her 


Horte 
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Horſe ; but this, tho' a Poſt no way un- 


becoming a Gentleman, who had not a- 


bundance beſides his Birth and Accompliſh- 
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ments to depend on, was not at all agree- 
able to the Ambition of Lothario——Fle 
had been made to believe that he ſhould 


have ſomething infinitely Superior by the 
_ Favour of this Lady, and could not de- 
ſcend fo far beneath his high-rais'd Hopes, 

as to accept of a Service in her Family, — 


He palliated his Refuſal however in as hand- 


ſome a Manner as he could, and whatever 


her Thoughts were, ſhe did not feem to 
be diſguſted at it — but ftill perſiſting 


in her Reſolution of detaining him, pte- 


ſently had another Stratagem in her Head. 


she told him ſhe would have him Pre- 


tend Courtſhip to ſome Lady of her Ac. 
quaintace that ſhe would ſeem to en- 
courage it, and by that Means, his con- 
tinuing in her Houſe, and to manage her 
Affairs as he had done, would be look*d 
on no other than to engage * to be his 5 


Friend BU, 85 15 | "i {ITLEFY 
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| He was naturally of a gay Diſpoſition, 
and was well enough pleaſed to foo] away 
Aa Summer i in this Manner — and remind- 
ing her Grace of the Promiſe ſhe had made 
him, that when they came to Town ſhe 
. would make Intereſt among her Friends 
for a Settlement for him, promiſed never 
to mention a Removal from her. —— 
She ſwore to perform all he deſired 
but in the mean time, as they had weak. 
together, ſhe made a Ball, to which all 
the young Ladies and Gentlemen round "WP 
the Country were invited. Had his 
Deſign been to have made love in earneſt, 
he might have been at a Loſs where to fix 
among ſuch a number of Beauties; but as 
his Courtſhip was to be but a Feint, he 
gave Chance the Libery of determining on 
whom the Lot ſhould: fall - The 
agreeable Amzlia, a young Widow of a great 
Jointure, and a pretty deal of ready Money 
in her own Poſſeſſion, happened to be the 
Woman ſhe had, to the reſt of her 
Advantages, an unblemiſh'd Character, = 


Ra on was in 1 every Thing a Match far above 
his 


[133] 


his hopes. He would have been glad to 
have been her Husband in good earneſt, 

and found his Addreſſes were receiv'd in 
ſuch a manner, as he need not deſpair of 


but he knew the 


one Day being ſo - 


Dutcheſs's Temper too well, to dare to 


communicate his Sentiments to her on this 
Occaſion. But his endeavouring to con- 
ceal it, was in vain; ſhe perceiv'd it, and 


to make herſelf yet more valuable in his 


Eſteem, by a Proof that his Happineſs 
was dearer to her than her own, told him, 
that if he could like Amelia ſhe wou'd ad- 

viſe him to marry her © You may 
ebe her Husband (ſaid ſhe) and yet remain 
© my Lover, and as I have promiſed to 
* make your Fortune, I know not any 
« Way more effectual than by helping you 
sto a Wife, ſuch as Amelia.” 


1 It wou'd be impoſlible to repreſent with 
how much Satisfaction Lothario heard her 
ſpeak in this Manner-—fhe read it in his 
Countenance, but forbore teſtifying her 
Diſpleaſure at it; and aſſuring him ſhe 


vVvou' d do every thing in her Power to forward 


his Intenſions, withdrew to her Cloſet to 


4 CODY * = 
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„„ 


tuminate what Courſe to take, not to do as 
ſhe had promis'd, but to render his Endea- 


vours fruitleſs. 


She now began to hate him hear- 


tily, her Pride was ſhock'd to think he 
cou'd conſent to lie in any other Arms than 


hers, but reſolv'd not to turn him off, till 
ſhe had provided herſelf of another equally | 
ec to rn her. 


It was in a very ben Manner the 


e Lothario contemplated on this 


Affair; he was charm'd with the imagin'd 


Generofity of the Dutcheſs, and thought of 


nothing but continuing her eternal Slave, 
in ſpite of thoſe Engagements his Intereſt 


made him hope for with the other. He 
_ notwithſtanding play'd his Part fo well with 
Amelia, as to make his counterfeit Paſſion be 


beliey'd a real one, and ſhe was almoſt on 
the Point of returning it with more Since- 
rity, than indeed it. merited, when the 
deſigning Dutcheſs prevented her, by giv- 


ing her fome private Hints, that he was hot 


Be: My of Owens he wou'd: ſeem 35 ——— 
2107; 138 7 eicz 


* 
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| the. Addreſſes of ſome other; — 


„ 
4 ] wou'd have you, my dear Amelia (ſaid 
ſhe, with an Air of the moſt tender Friend- 
| ſhip) I wou'd have you not to believe too 
the Hearts of Men are dark— 


ſoon — 
Lothario I believe has as much Honour as 
any of that Sex, which take a Pleaſure in 
undoing ours — methinks I wou'd have 
you make ſome Tryal of his Faith—wou'd 
have you be more reſerv*d in your Beha- 
viour — Or, ſuppoſe you countenanced 
— en- 
deavor to pique him ſome Way, and you 
will ſoon diſcover whether his Profeſſions 
are ſincer e.“ | | 


Theſe words had the Effect they aim'd 
at; Amelia not imagining the Dutcheſs had 
any Reaſons for Inſincerity in an Affair 
ſhe had brought on herſelf, and had ſeem'd 
fo much to encourage, believ'd indeed, 
that there was Cauſe for doubting the 
Truth of Lotbario, and in every thing be- 
hav'd to him after, as ſhe had advis'd : 
She admitted his Viſits . leſs frequently 
than ſhe had been accuſtom'd z/ and when 
WOES ſhe 


8 16 Þ 
| ſhe ſaw him, ſcarce ſpoke, or if ſhe did, 
it was in the coldeſt Manner; and receiv'd | 
a Gentleman, whom he knew had declar'd 
himſelf her Lover, with all the Gaiety ima- 
ginable before his Face. 1 


This Alterration gave him a Shock which 
it wou' d be very difficult to repreſent; he 
complain'd of it to the Dutcheſs, and en- 
treated to know what ſhe thought of it, 
-but inſtead of meeting her Compaſſion, he 
excited her Mirth ; ſhe fell a laughing, 
which ſomewhat ſurprizing him, How, 

« Madam, (cry be) is the Ruin of thoſe 

4 Expectations you had fired me with of 

e no more Conſequence to you: ? Are you 
* pleagd that ] loſe all Hope of ever _ 
% Maſter of the Fortune of Amelia? 
„No, anſwer'd the diſſembling Daicheh, 
* but I rejoice that you have fo good a 
ny Security of it I ought, indeed, 
% to ask your Pardon for one Thing, which 

e is, my ſuffering you to feel a Moment's 
Pain, for this little Artifice, which [ was 4 


"8 a c d of before it was ated, — 
ho How 
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he arrives at Heaven 


B 


How, Madam ! interrupted he, was it 
then but a Feint? for Heaven's Sake 
unfold this Myſtery. No more upon 


my Soul, (reſumed ſhe) ſhe made me the 
Confidant of her Deſigns ; — ſhe told 


me that you were dearer to her than her 
Life, and that nothing ſhould hinder her 

from giving herſelf to you; but (added 
the vain Creature) I will firſt have the 
Pleaſure of tyrannizing a little - he 
muſt know a little of Purgatory before 
he ſhall. 
know Hopes, 


dance Attendance 


and F ears, Suſpence, Perplexity, Un- 


certainty, Jealouſy and Impatience — 
tremble at my Frowns — be in an 
Extaſy when I ſmile die one Day 

—revive the next grow lean and 
pale, and ſhow all the Symptoms of a 
deſpairing Lover. — In this Manner 
(continud the crafty Dutcheſs) did ſhe 
run on for a whole Hour, to all which 
I made but ſlight Anſwers; for when 
once a Woman ſets a Reſolution to give 
herſelf Airs of this Nature, it is not all 
that can be ſaid to her will prevent 
her —— I would therefore have you 


countermine her Selene, pretend 
love 


(18 ] 
& love to the firſt Woman that comes in 
* your Way, and inſtead of pratifying 
her Pride with diſcovering any Unea- 
« finefs for her Behaviour, turn the Ta- 
* bles on herſelf, and let her feel in rea- 
lity, thoſe Diſquiets, which the Coque- 
try of her Humour is preparing for you. 
* <— But will not that (cryed he) entirely 
1% diſoblige her? Lou need not 
« fear it (auſer d foe) you have her by 
the Heart, and the Apprehenſions of 
* joſing what ſhe loves, will make her 
«© yield at once, and eaſe you of the Pains 
« of further Aſſiduity. They had a great 
deal more Diſcourſe to the ſame Purpoſe 
* the reſult of which was, his 
Ve. Gabeninting to her Reaſons, and better 
Judgment in the Caprices of her own 
46 Der. 95 | 


Lydia, a young Lady in the Neigh- 
bourhood, of a very great Fortune, an 
agreeable Perſon, and eminent Extraction, 
was the Perſon pitch'd upon to give A. 
melia Cauſe of Jealouſy. r 

£ Durcheſs eafily found Means to bring them 
acquainted, gave him Opportunities of 
being 88 alo one with her, and met with enough 


Es wn GE” "I © . 


lovely Rivals 1 in the Affections of the Man 


[19] 
to gratify her IIl- nature from the different 
Complaints of the Perſons ſhe impos'd on. 
- Amelia, who was the fartheſt in the 
World from any ſuch Deſigns as ſhe was ac- 
cus'd of, and truly lov'd Lotbario, was 
touch*d to the Soul at his Ingratitude Tydia 
ſoon found the Effects of his perſuaſive Art, 


and was little leſs enamour?d than the ” OS. 


ther; —— ſhe grew almoſt-. mad, when 
the Dutcheſs (perceiving this laſt Affair 
went on more ſucceſsfully on Lotbario Side 
than ſhe had imagin'd, and that there was 
a Probability he might in Time feel the 
Paſſion he at preſent but pretended) told 
her of his Engagements with Amelia 2 
and Lothario was doubly perplex'd, to fin 
ſo ill an Effect of what the Dutcheſs had 
ſuggeſted on the fair Widow, who refolv*d 
rather to die, than to recede from that 


Strangeneſs the Belief of his Inconſtancy 


had oblig'd her to put on; and Tyaia 
juſſly ſuſpe&ing, that he who had been 
falſe to one, might probably be ſo to an- 
other, grew alſo reſerv*d and cold. | 
Every one had their Vexations, and the in- 


. cendiary Dutcheſs had all the Satisfaction 


the could with in triumphing over her more 


ſhe 


| * * * , 4 « 4 
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ſhe liked; and at the fame Time, reveng- 
ing herſelf om him for harbouring a Thought 
of beſtowing any Part on another, of 
that Tenderneſs ſhe deſir d wholly to en- 


groſs. 2 


In this Faſhion the | Niyſtery was Car- 
ry'd on for about two Months, and though 
Lothario was a Man of a good deal of Pe- 

netration, he ſaw not into the Meaning of 
it. He had fo implicit a Faith in the 
Dutcheſs, that he never once ſuſpected ſhe 
| had ſaid any thing but what was extremely 
to his Advantage; and growing weary of 
ſoliciting theſe Ladies, who both continu- 
ing their Reſerve, fat down contented to 
indulge his Raptures, with the only Wo- 
man, who, as yet, had the Power of giving 


Lydia, who really loy'd him with a 
tranſcendancy of Paſſion, ſuffer'd it at laſt 
to over-rule her Pride; his deſiſting 
from viſiting her, made her believe ſhe 
had entirely loſt him; but reſolving to 
know her Doom, however ſhe might be 


2 able to endure the Certainty, ſhe ſent to 
defire 


[21] 
defire he would come to her but he re- 
turn'd, that ſome very great Buſineſs 
made it impoſſible for him to come him- 


ſelf. 


* 
This cold Indifference confirm'd her in 
what, ſhe before had too much Reaſon to 
ſuſpe&t. —- She writ to upbraid him with 
his Breach of Faith; he had too much 
Complaiſance not to anſwer her Letter, and 
not knowing well what Excuſe to make, 
evaded a direct Reply, and had recourſe 
to an Enigma taught him by the Dutcheſs, 
(who, it is probable, had herſelf been for- 
merly put off by the ſame Stratagem;) 
that there was an indiſpenſible Neceſſity for 
his refraining his Viſits, but that he ador'd 
her, and ever ſhould do ſo, though he was 
oblig'd to leave to Time the Proof of his 
Honour and Conſtancy, and the unfolding 
4 Riddle, which at preſent ſeem'd ſo ambi- 
gious. It would be too tedious to re- 
peat the various Diſorders which ſeiz d the 
Soul of poor "Lydia at the Receipt of this 
Letter ; ſhe had too good an Underſtand- 


ing not to perceive the Deceit of it, and 
the 


[ 22] 
the War between her Love and Reſent- W« 
ment had like to have been fatal to her. 
She conceal'd her Grief, as well as ſhe was 
able, from the Obſervations of all who 
knew her, but could not forbear writing 
to him once more. The Contents of her 
Letter were theſe, 


Lyp14, to the ungrateful LorHARIO. 


S eaſy as you found it to betray a 
Heart unpractiſed in Deceit, you 
* 40 will perceive it a Taſk more difficult to 
3 « impoſe” a Belief on any Woman of com- 
* mon Underſtanding, that Love is of a 
; «, Nature to fight againſt itſelf. — None 
WW © influenc'd by that Deity, are 8 
11 * enough of their Actions to decree any 
Thing to the Prejudice of their Paſſion ; 
nor need I wait the flow Reſult | 
„ of Time, to inform me you are no 
e Jonger under the Subjection of that 
* Power, whoſe Effects J feel too ſen- | 
" bly i in my own Sauk; to imagine it can 
| © e work. 


WI 


EE. oats ©. 
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oy work ſuch contrary ones in yours. — 
„ will not occaſion you the Guilt of any 
« further Denials of your Apoſtacy, by 
« aſking what it is has influenc'd you to 
« proceed with me in this Manner. 
„] can eaſily gueſs at it, and fhall, I 
„hope, reap this Advantage from your 


+ Perjury, never to believe any of your 
e Sex again, —— 1 defire no other Re- 
« venge for my abuſed Sincerity, than 
& that you may, ſome Time or other, find 
« a Woman fair enough to create a real 
« Paſſion in you; and as inſenſible ar it, 
«ol you are of mine. 


* 


=>" an 


There are but a very few, not influenc'd 


by Cupid, whom ſuch a Letter would have 


at all affected: But Lothario, though he 
knew nothing of thoſe Delicacies which 


Love inſpires, had a natural Tenderneſs in 


his Soul, which would not ſuffer him to 


believe another was in Pain, without feel- 
ing ſome Share of it himſelf ; — But not 


— 
3 * 
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— „ * 7 * 
1 * 
* „5 A 
a» * 2 * * 
r 2 * , 
N. 


1241 

having it in his Power to make her hippy 
(all the Affections his Heart was, yet, 
ſuſceptable of, being in Favour of the 
Dutcheſs) he from this Time forbore wri- 
ting to her, and carefully avoided her 
Sight; juſtly ſuppoſing, that where there 
is a real Paſſion, ſuch a Behaviour was 
the only Way to extinguiſh it. And 
indeed, when a Perſon is incapable of 
making a Return, it is infinitely more ge- 
nerous at ence to ſhew it, than by a 
pretended Kindneſs, endeavour to pre- 
ſerve a fruitleſs Flame, and rack the 
Heart poſſeſs d of it with the Tortures of 


Suſpence. 


The ſoothing Dutcheſs perceiving her 


Favourite in ſome little Inquietudes, for 


" thoſe which by her Inſtigations he had 
occafion'd in the Breaſt of Lydiaz the 
ſooner to reſtore him to his former Gaiety, 
ſhe removed to another fine Seat ſhe had 
ſome Leagues farther in the Country, 
where (as her large Experience of the 
Temper of Mankind made her not doubt) 
Variety of Converſation and new Faces 

would | eaſi _ <obliterats: the Memory of 
former 


[25] 

former ones. A little Time confirm'd 
the Truth of her Suggeſtions ; — the 
unhappy Maid no more had a Place in 
his Remembrance; he no longer re- 
gretted the Injury he had done her; — 
"i n0 longer pity'd the Woes he had reduc'd 
14 ber to. 


But it was not conſiſtent with the Juſ- 
tice of the Gods, that he ſhould for ever 
e- triumph in his Inſenfibility ;, — the Hour 
e vas now arrived, which ſhould inform him 
f WW what Kind of Torments thoſe are which 
ſpring from Tenderneſs abuſed, and diſ- 
appointed Love :——But ſee! he comes ! 
——— I will oblige him to relate to you the 
Hiſtory of his Amours ; a Hiitory, he 

has a thouſand Times in the moſt bitter 
Anguiſh of his Soul repeated to the un- 
anſwering Groves and filent Streams. — He 
has been fince the trueſt, mot faithful, 

and zealous of Love's Devotees; the 
moſt religious Obſerver of his Laws :— 


but alas! it is not in the Power of Cupid 


0-7 

to reward his Conſtancy ; —— Supreme 
Juſtice denies the amorous God the Pri- 
viledge of Blefling him, who has once been 
falſe; — he muſt, at leaſt for a Time, 
ſuffer the ſame Soul- rending Agonies his 
Tngratitude inflicted on the unfortunate 
Lydia. — But I will no longer defer the 
Satisfaction of a Curioſity I have rais'd ; 
Ehe ſhall himſelf relate the Particulars of 
this Affair. | 


2 


HIS T O 


o F 


: Lothario, and the Falſe Jemima. 


Had not been many Days at Ponray, 
(the Name of that fine Manſion the 
Dutcheſs had carry'd me to, in order 


to divert a Melancholy then growing on 
me) before, among many others who came 
to bid her welcome to that Place, I diſtin- 
guiſh'd the agreeable Femima, the Daugh- 


ter of a Country Gentleman, who lived 
not far from thence: — It was from her 


Eyes ] firſt receiv'd the Darts of Paſlion; 


— thoſe pleaſing Pains, which thrilbd 


my glowing Veins while gazing on her: 


—the uneaſy Languiſhments I ſuffer'd in 
her Abſence, — the Hopes, the Fears, the 
32 ſoft 


E 
ſoft Anxieties, the thouſand nameleſs, un- 
uttterable Perturbations, which every Look 
and Motion of that ſweet Diſturber rais*d 
in my Soul, immediately inform'd me, 
that I had been miſtaken in myſelf; and 


that all thoſe Deſires I formerly had felt 
for others, had been no more than light 


Amuſements, the Effects of Youth, 
Iqdleneſs, and the Warmth of Nature; and 
far unworthy of the Name of Love. — 
Her frequent Viſits to the Dutcheſs gave 


me, in a little Time, on Opportunity of 


declaring my Sentiments ; and I had the 
- Bleſling, (as I then thought it) to find they 
' werereceiv'd in a Manner more favourablg 
than I could have hoped. I made her 
Grace acquainted with my Proceeding, but 
not with the true Sate of my Heart; and 
ſhe encouraged me in this Amour, as ſhe 
had always done in the Beginnings of the 
others. —— She told me, that to her 
Knowledge, the Father of Femima was 
vaſtly rich; and had often ſaid before her, 
That if ſhe marry'd with his Conſent he 
would give her twenty-thouſand Pound, 


which was the ſame he had beſtow'd with 
another 


K 2 


another on Adraſtus a Gentleman who tho? 
he had been formerly no better than a Town- 
Rake, and ſpent the beſt Part of his For- 
tune, had wound himſelf ſo far into the 
old Gentleman's Favour, as to gain his 
Daughter, and that Dowry with her. 


All theſe Circumſtances made me not 
not doubt but I ſhould make my Character 
and Affairs appear in a Light which would 
not be diſagreeable to the Father: I had 
no Apprehenſions but from the young 
Lady, and thoſe were only ſuch as Love 
is never unaccompany'd with; and which 
her obliging Treatment of me, in a ſhort 
Time render'd leſs and leſs formida- 
ble. 


The Dutche/s, who from Time to Time 
would needs be inform'd of all the Par- 
ticulars of our Converſations, did not fail 
to give me Advice how to behave, in a 
Manner, which, if I had not been really | 
in Love, would have ſeem'd the moſt 
likely to ſucceed but being now too e 


well experienc'd in that Paſſion, had but - 1 


B 3 little 


—_ 1 


little Occaſion for her Inſtruction: but 
while ſhe appeat'd ſo zealous for my Ser- 
vice, was acting in a quite contrary Man- 
ner, and endeavouring to ruin me in the 
Opinion of that Lady ſhe had made me 
believe ſhe was ſolliciting in my Behalf — 
Femima was generous enough to tell me 
of it, and alſo to give me ſome Hints of 
her Grace's Character, which tho? J had 
lived fo long with her, I was utterly a 
Stranger to: The Diſcovery of her Deceit 
ml in this Affair, open'd my Eyes to the Ar- 
WE tifice ſhe had made Uſe of in the former 
E ones; and this Knowledge of her Hu- 
mour, join'd to my Paſſion for another, 
made her as odious and deteſtable to my. 
Soul, as ſhe had once been dear and 
agreeable: — however, by the engag- 
ing Jemima's Advice I concealed my 
Diſguſt, continu'd with her as before, 
Tagd: feign'd a Belief of all ſhe faid ; 
| but whether, not perfe& in the 
Art of Diſſimulation, ſhe read in my Eyes 
the Alteration of my Thoughts; or whe- 
ther ſhe found by Femima's Behaviour, 
her Wiles had failed of the Suceſs they 
| aim d 


31] 


aim'd at, is uncertain ;; but reſolving not 
to be diſappointed in every Thing, her 
natural Propenſity to Michief inſpir'd her 
with Meaſures, to plague thoſe Hearts 
ſhe now began to imagine were not to 
be diſunited by her Stratagems. Accord- 
ingly, all on a ſudden, ſhe left Ponray, 
and returned to her Caſtle on the River- 
fide, where we had been the Beginning of 
the Summer: It was impoſlible for me 
to make any Pretence to ſtay behind 
her; and LI was. obliged: to conſole my- 
ſelf in Abſence, with frequent correſpond- 
ing by Letters with my dear Femima.— 
Her Father had allow'd of my Viſits, and 
I had no Room to doubt but that in a lit- 
tle Time I ſhould have his Conſent for the 
compleating my Felicity. — — Security, 
therefore, made me more eaſy, and the 
tender Manner in which ſie writ to me, 
and her conſtant Obſervance of every Poſt, 
aſſur'd me, that ſhe took no ſmall Satisfac- 
tion in this diſtant Converſation. I alſo 
received Letters from her Father, her- 
Siſter, and Brother-in-law, with repeated 


Invitations to come to their Houſe as ſoon 


— Arms, 
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as her Grace's Buſineſs would permit me: 
— but alas! that was an Opportunity 
I vainly languiſnh'd for; and at laſt, quite 
weary of Diſſimulation, and wild with Im- 
patience, to ſee my dear, my enchanting 
Femima, I forced myſelf from that Com- 
pound of Artifice, Hypocriſy, Avarice, 
Luft, and every hateful Quallity, and 
flew with the Wings of impatient Affection 
to my lovely Charmer, to all that I then 
gt 1 was worthy of my Love, 


- At my tiring; I found a Reccption, 
ſuch as my utmoſt Wiſhes ;<— Doors, 
—and, as they pretended, 
Hearts open'd to give me Welcome: 
The old Gentleman, Acdraſtus and his 
Wife, ſeem'd to outvy each- other in their 
Love and Fondnefs of me: but for Jemima 
never Man found ſo endearing a Welcome 
as I did from her. When Supper was 
over, the Family retired to their reſpective 
Apartments, and only ſhe and E remained: 
How did the melting Charmer ſeem to 
lay open all her Soul | —— What tender 
2 ngs did ſhe not kes — With what 


tweet 


„ 
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ſweet Complainings did ſhe not bed 

my tedious Abſence! With what an Ap- 
pearance of the ſublimeſt Rapture did ſhe 
not . ſwear my Preſence was the deareſt 
Thing on Earth! — Oh! let the God of 
Love, who heard the perjured Fair, judge 
my Cauſe, and puniſh her in kind ! — 
Oh! may ſhe love like me, and be, like 


me, undone ! —— Let a kind Spring of 


early Hopes cheriſn the growing Paſſion; 


but e'er the Summer of her Joy arrives, 


jet it be daſh'd with ſudden Storms and. 
Tempeſts; — let all the Blaſts of cold 
Unkindneſs, Scorn, and Deteſtation, nip 
the oy Bloom, and wither it for ever; 
let her whole future Scene of Life 


de one continued Horror: And, to adde 


to her Deſpair, may I be Witneſs of it.— 
Heaven; with what a Look of Innocence 
and Sanctity did the Fair Deceiver receive 
my Tranſports, and confeſs her own!—— 


The beſt Part of the Night was 220d 
before we parted; and, as her Behaviour 
afterwards inform'd me, it was my Fault 
we. ſtay'd. not together the remainder of 
©, The nchet Day a young Lady, a very 
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ber . and myſelf, were deſired 
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great Intimate of hers, came to ſtay ſome 
Time with her; ſhe was immediately made 


acquainted with our Amour, and ſeem'd 
extremely to approve of it; and I believe 


was perfectly ſincere in her good Wiſhes 
to us both : It happen'd, while ſhe was 
there, that Adraſtus whoſe Agreement on 
Marrige, was to take ſome Part of his 
Wie's Fortune in Board, was now. to re- 


move with his Family to a Houſe he had 
taken a few Miles diſtant from their Fa- 
The old Gentlemen, Lydia, 


to accompany them : Accordingly we did, 
and tarry'd above a Week; Sports 


of all Sorts abounded, Drinking, Danc- 
ing, Hunting, Angling 3 nothing was 
to be ſeen but Mirth and Jollity: till 
Diverſion growing tafleleſs, for Want of 
Intermiſtion ; and Old Care beginning 
do think it Time for him to be among his 
| People, we ſet out for Home: He rode 4 
little before and kept Monimia (that was the 
Name of the young Lady) in Talk, as 
we imagin'd, to give me an Opportunity 
of etertaining his Dau e with more 


| | 2 . 


* 


E 


able, to aſſure myſelf of their Conſent to 
make me happy; and in the kind Eyes 


of my Charmer, I eaſily read her Wiſhes 


were not inferior to my own, As we 
beguil'd the Time in Converſation ſuitable 
to the Curcumſtances we were in; on 2 
ſudden ſne changed Colour, and ſhrieking 
out, cry'd, Take me down, — take 


me down, my dear Lothario! or I ſhall 

— You may be 
ſure I immediately obey'd, but trighted, - 
ask'd the Occaſion. Oh ! I have the -A 
** Cramp (anſwer'd ſhe) in the upper part 
„of my Thigh ; _— I cannot bear 
<-the Torment ;— chafe it with your. 


% fall off my Horſe.” 


<-warm Hand, for Heaven's ſake.“ Judge 


now what I endur'd! ſtretch your Imagi-- 

nation to the utmoſt Extent, and if poſ- 
ſible, form an Idea of the vaſt Temptation 

now open'd to me! — think what I felt 
amidſt this Scene of racking Pleaſure — 

5 ws 3 unutterable, a 1 . 


Liberty; and indeed, never did a Lover 
think himſelf more bleſs'd than I did at 
that Time: from the Friends of my Je- 
mima I had all the Encouragement imagin- 
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; NY itivaded my whole Soul, while thus 


MV employ'd ; — Fancy you ſee the lovely 


Maid extended on the Graſs, her ſhining 
Eyes. ſwimming in Love, and ſparkling 
with "Deſire ! her ſnowy Breaſts panting 
and heaving with impatient Wiſhes! —— 
ber Garments thrown aſide, and all the 

Beauties of her fine-proportioned Limbs 
. ex pos d to View! — the Legs, the Thighs, 


s the ſoft, the milk-white Skin | — the 
= plump, inviting Fleſn, that quiver'd at 


my Touch! 


— the thouſand, thouſand 
nameleſs Charms which Words cannot 


expreſs, and Thought alone can paint. 
* — But I grow wild at the Remem- 


+ — 5 forget my Wrongs, and almoſt 

wiſh I were again ſo to be deluded. Ne- 
"vet Man, perhaps, endur d more between 
Raped and. Paſſion ;—never did Honour 
gain a Victory more ſevere: — I reſiſted 
all the Dictates of Defire, — bore, unap- 
peas d, the eager Cravings of that tumul- 
tuous Moment; and conquer'd Nature, 
to be juſt to Virtue —But Oh! what fierse b 
of * . rack'd every throbbing Nerve! 

Viet” aponizing Shootings ran through 
all A Veins! On 8 e 0 EN = 


* 
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enough to proſecute our J ourney. 4 
The Confuſion a little over, I endea- 


mend our Pace. But I will not prolong : 


Tk: Dada it not my Buſineſs, 
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Death came o'er my Face, while in my burn- 
ing Breaſt ten thouſand Furies raged. The 
Pains of Death were mild, to thoſe I felt; = 
Femima ſaw, and pity'd my Condition; 
and telling me ſhe was better, defir'd me 
to help her to remount.— The Com- 
mand both pleas'd and ſhock'd me 
J obey'd as well as I was able; but alas! 
the late Conflict diſcover'd itſelf 1 in my 
enfeebled Limbs ; -— my Arms had 
ſcarcely Strength to lift her on her Horſe, a | 
nor my Legs to ſuſtain the Weight of my | 
own Body; and it was as much as I could 
do, for ſome Moments, to recover myſelf 5 


vour'd to make up the Time loſt; an 
it growing late, reminded her we muſt 


my Narration by a recital of Particulars of E. 
no great Conſequence, We got ſafe to her _»F 


F ather” S, who had been come in long . 75 
fore us, and were oblig'd to bear a litt 1 
Raillery from Monimia for ſtaying bind. 
ens however, ſeem'd not 5 a 2 
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| TL Supper over, the old Man went to 
bed, and after a little Chat the young Con- 
= fidante retired alſo to hers. —— When ve 
were alone, the melting Fair, with Love 
- unbounded, began to let looſe all her 
Soul — conſeſsd the Cramp had been 
but a Pretence, only to give me an Op- 
peortunity of gratifying both our Wiſhes — 
-» - avow\{ an Uneaſineſs which nothing but 
2 Poſſeflion cou'd abate, and even courted ' 
: D: me to ruin her: while I, amaz?d, con- 
founded, and aſham'd to ſeem inſenſible 
3 of Tranſport which ſpoke ſo plain, cou'd 
not reſolve how to proceed-—O Virtue ! 
9 5 wonderful was thy Power, —— here was 
4 Proof of Tenderneſs, of Truth, of . a 
aan of ſincere Affection, which I 
believe this Age cannot equal—in fine, 
I bore a ſecond Time the Tortures of re- 
coiling Nature, deny'd the i impatient Work- 
ing of Deſire in my own Breaſt, and 
er 05 - vour'd to make hers more temperate. 
Vin much Perſuaſion, I at laſt pre- 
3 en her to go to Bed; ſhe went, as 1. 
2k k to her Friend, aud 4 to che! ä 8 1 _ 4 
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joyment of my Thoughts, which told me, 
ſome hovering God, deſigning Good to 
both, had directed my Actions; and I 
hoped the ſame kind Power wou'd alſo aid 
me to obtain the Father's Approbation 
on the Morrow, and crown both our 


Wiſhes. 


I cou'd not, however, avoid being 
| ſomewhat diſorder'd on the Reflection of 
the extraordinary Adventures of this Day 
and Night, — not all my own Warmth of 
Conſtitution — not all my Paſſion for 
her, cou'd make me pleas'd to find ſo much 
in a Woman who was to be my Wife: but 
J had not above Half an Hour's Medi- 
tation, before I heard Some- body come 
into my Chamber, I thought it might be 
one of the Servants, for my Candle was 
ſtill burning, when, to my great Surprize, 
I ſaw Femima. — It was ſhe herſelf, who 
haſtily undrawing my Curtains, threw 
herſelf on the Bed by me, and preventing 


my asking her the Meaning of fo unex>-.*- | 
pected a Viſit, * Suſpend your. wondef, 8 5 7 


. 880 dear  Lathario, . ſhe, at chi geen, 
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« ing Extravagance, till you know the 
1 Cauſe of my Proceeding in ſo firangea 
4 Manner I am now ( continu'd ſhe, burſt- 

ing into a Flood of Tears) come to make 
. & Diſcoveries. which will ſoon cool your 
Love, if ever you had any for me, 

« but in its Stead, perhaps, create a 
„ greater Warmth of Friendſhip — I know 
=. * what I am going to relate wilt loſe 
| „ me a Husband, but if you are as 
e generious as J believe you are, gain me 
E 2 8 an eternal Friend——and, Oh ! 1 have 
2: 0 a dreadful Need of one. At theſe 

wy Words the ſunk, frlnidng on wy: 1 
| _ unable to utter more,” 


\ 


FF , Tm . A” ans . = 


re d at what I ſaw and IV) I wan» 
0 but little of being it the ſame Condi- 
tion; but recollecting myſelf as well as. 1 
Was able, I got out of Bed, and by the 
Help of a little Time and Water recover d 
her. As ſoon as ſhe open'd her Eyes, 
Great Gods | cry'd J, what is all this? 
from the moſt tender and paſſionate Deſire, 
which, but ſome Moments fince,. took 
25 I ty Soul, why 8 art thoy thus chang” "= 
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| [4] | 
diſpirited, dejected, and, dior dep d? | 
What can it mean? —— or what 1s to be. | 
done? Then, perceiving ſhe anſwer'd 
not but with Tears, and ſuch Sighs as 
gave me Apprehenfions of a Relapſe, I 
ſuppreſs*d all Tokens of Aſtoniſhment, and 
began to uſe Expreſſiens of Conſolation 
—— My Life! my Angel! reſum'd 
« 1, my only wiſh*d-for Good! be comfor- 
« ted be eaſy, and whatſoe'er has 
« happen'd to diſturb thy gentle Soul, 
« disburthen it on me, proud to ſuſtain 
« thy Weight of Anguiſh z — behold 
„% in me, thy Friend, thy Lover, thy 
% Husband, or if there be a Name which 
can comprize the Truth, the Tender- 
© neſs, the Fondneſs of 'em all, call me 
& by that, —— Oh ! tell me thy per- 
* plexity!?-——T was going on with all the 
Demonſtrations I was capable of, to con- 
vince her with how fincere and pure a Paſ- 
ſion I regarded her, but laying her Face 
on my Mouth, to ſtop any further Speech 
oh forbear (/aid ſhe) forbear 
this laviſh Goodneſs to an unworthy + 
« © Wretch——your Love, your Genero- 
T * . | - | 0 * 


— 
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© fity, but racks me more ———]T cannot 
bear it — my Crime now ſhows itſelf 
« mm all its Horror and I grow wild 
& —— mad, with the curſt Reflection. 
——Here it was as impoſſible for me to 
ſuffer her to proceed, as it had been for 
her a Moment before: — Heavens 


. ee . oof ing myſelf from ber) What 


4 haſt thou done? hat Crime canſt 
„thou be guilty of ?——haſt thou blaſ- 
<« phem'd the Gods? —— Faintly ſhe - 
anſwer d, No.” Committed Sacrilege, 
faid J, or Murder? Oh no,“ return'd 
ſne. Then thou haſt loſt thy Virtue, 


1 rejoin'd I, with an aking Heart: Jes, 


yes,” confels'd the fair Apoſtate, and witli 
_ thoſe Words, fell a ſecond Time into Aa 


* Swoon, from which, I found it more 
difficult to recover her than the former 
One. 2.4.4 | hs 


It wou'd be very difficult to make you: 
ſenſible what my aflicted Sdul felt at a 
Diſcovery fo alarming the Almighty 
Power of Love, who inſpir'd me, with a 
e of — greater ſure than 


| C1 4 2 1 7 / | —any 
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, * 
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any Mortal ever was before poſſeſsd of, 
can only repreſent it. My Grief 
Surprize was equal, but my Reſentment 
too weak, too ſhort-liv'd, for ſuch a 
monſtrous Cauſe but alas ! what cou'd 
do? Had any other Tongue in- 
form'd me with the hazard of my Life 
I would have clear'd her; but ſelf- accus'd, 
there was no Room for Doubt; and 
ſelf- condemnꝰ d, none for Indignation, — 
The Knowledge of her Crime, and her 
Repentance for it, came together to me 5 
————— beſide, the one I was but told of, 
the other I ſaw. The charming Cri- 
minal was almoſt expiring at my Feet 
expiring at the Senſe of a Wrong ſhe had 
done me, which but for herſelf J had not 
been appriz'd of. There appear'd fo 
much Generoſity, ſuch a noble open-heart- 
ceEdneſs in this Behaviour, that, methought, 
look*d lovely; and ſhe grew, if poſſible, 
more dear to my Aﬀections, in Guilt 
thus confeſs'd, thus atoned, than in the 
Reputation of perfect Innocence before. 


. * 
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do? — be quick to eaſe my Anguiſh, 


RIM Y 


At laſt ſhe was again reſtor'd to Life, 
to Senſe, and my forgiving Love—but 


it was hardly in the Power of all my fond 
Endearments to hinder her froni doing 
Violence to herſelf, 
you never, never can pardon ſuch a 
* Fault as mine -] do not, mult not hope 
* your Love z-—but if you e 'er com- 
„ mitted any ſecret Sin for which you 
« dread the Vengeance of offended Hea- 
ven, as you wou'd wiſh for Mercy, be- 
% ſtow it now on me; pity and relieve 
% my loſt Condition, —Ceaſe, ceaſe, my 
Dear (interrupted I, touch'd to the Soul 
« at her Complaining) to wrong a Paſtion 


* 


as unalterable as thy own Power of 
charming. 


Is there an Action I am 
i capable to ſerve thee in, and canſt thou 
« judge fo meanly of me, to think J 
ce wou'd refuſe thee 2 No, tho' Death, 
tho what is infinitely worſe than Death, 


c eternal Infamy were ſure to enſue, I 
* wou'd for thee endure it; chere- 
e fore keep me no longer on the Rack 


cc 


tell me! What is it I muſt 


or 


Oh! ſaid ſhe, | 


-# 


| [45] _ 
or I ſhall ſoon be uncapable "ol an. * 
« Thing.” x 


Oh l' *tis impoſſible (reſum'd ſhe, in 
adying Accent) that you can forgive me 
can love me ſtill. 


l 
t 
| 
| 


I had not oe to permit her Conti- 
| Wnuance in this Deſpair, and reſolving, if 
. {WE poſſible, to put an End to it, Correct me 
. WW inſtantly, great Jubiter (cry d I) if what 
I fay, I mean not. Keep then your 
* Promiſe, ſaid ſhe, remember what you 
% have ſworn, for I ſhall make a fiery 
| © Tryal of your Truth. Know, pur- 
© ſu'd ſhe, weeping afreſh, that I am 


„ guilty of the Crime I mention'd in its 
« worſt Shape——Pollution made black 
« by Inceſt !—*tis now two Years ſince 
my Siſter's Huvband Adraſtus led me 
into the deteſted Secret, which I have 
« ſtill continued in; — tho? at each 
Repetition of the horrid Deed, my Soul 
« ſhrinks in me, and each fond Endear- 
meat -raiſes a Fury in my tormented 


6 Mind.“ 25 


\ 


She 


She cold no more, the riſing Sigh 
ſuppreſs'd e Utterance of her Words, 
nor if ſhe had ſpoke had I the Power of 

_ Liſtening. The name of Inceſt, like 

a Thunderbolt, transfixed me for a while, 

and lock'd up every Senſe in wild Amaze- 

ment. Never was Confuſion equal to 
 awhat I felt——never was Heart ſo torn 
betwt Love and Rage: And indeed 
when I conſider with what a Violence of Paſ. 
ion I regarded her, I wonder that an utter 

Deprivation of Reaſon did not enſue, [ 

behaved myſelf (as ſhe afterwards told me) 

in a Manner, which made her fear the ſud- 
den Shock of the Diſcovery would entirely] 

take from me the Means of doing her the 

Service {he requir'd ; which, as ſoon as 
| ſhe found me in a Condition of anſwering, 
ſhe inform'd me, was to make her Father 
acquainted with the Story, and implore 
his Aid for her retiring to ſome Place 


where ſhe might never Files the vile tt 
more. 


It would be too tedious to repeat the 


various and confuſed Interragatorigy: I Far 


5 4 
* 
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to her, or the as various Whirls of dif- 
tracted Paſſion which ſeiz d my tortur d 
Brain at her Replies, —T was not able for 
a great while to enter into any ſettled Way 
of Converſation, — But as the moſt 
violent Agitations of the Soul cannot 
always retain their Force, mine began at 
length to calm; and as Indignation and 
Grief abated, Curioſity, accompany?d- by 
a Deſire, which till then I had never dared 
to indulge, roſe in their Stead. — Reſpect, 
and that Purity of Tenderneſs with which 
till now I had ever regarded her, by this 
Diſcovery, was utterly eraſed ; —— the 
humble, the perfect Lover was extinct, 
and I was now all Man, reſolute, defiring 
Man | the Advances ſhe had made 
me, the Adventure of the Cramp, every 
amorous (to call it no worſe) Particular 
.of her Behaviour to me, came now into 
my Head, and I reſolv'd to gratify at once 


; my own and her Deſires : I found not the 


leaſt Reſiſtance, and we paſſed the Remain- 
der of the Night in as much Satisfaction, as 
two Perſons poſſeſsd with a Paſſion (where 
* Senſes only a are calld to counſel, and 
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Requeſt, that I would made her Father 


141. 
the Soul has no Part) can find in the 
Enjoyment of each other. 


When Morning came, ſhe renew'd her 


acquainted with the Abuſe ſhe had receiv'd 
from Adraſtus, aſſuring me it was indif- 
| Ferent to her what became of her, if ſhe 
was but deliver'd frgm thoſe Stin gs of 
Conſcience, which rack'd her Soul in the 
Continuance in her Crime, and which ſhe 
could no longer ſuſtain; that if he ſhould 
turn her out of Doors, and expoſe her 
to all the Miſeries of Want and Poverty, 
| the would chearfully undergo it, and 
endeavour by the meaneſt and moſt ſervile 
Offices to get her Bread, rather than feel 


ftthoſe innate Torments, which took from 


| 
| 
her all Poflibility of ever knowing a a Mo- | 
ment's Peace of Mind. | 


With much Perſuaſion. I at lat con- 
ſen ted, and ſome Remains of my former 
Tei rneſs ſtill working in me in her 
Behalf; Join'd. with a little Self-Intereſt, F 


* 1 1 acted the generous Part, related 
the 


[49] 


* whole Affair to the old Man, and told 
him withal, that my Love to his Daughter 


that I would ſtill make her my Wiſes 4 
he would double the Portion. he- defign'd 


for her, and perhaps make me the Heir 
of all his Wealth. Nen Meal 


3 1 rea 

This Irniaghtation v was not a little pleaſ- 
ing to me, and after ſhe had retir'd to her 
own Apartment, I dreſs'd me, and went 
about the Execution of my Deſign. 
I found the old Gentleman walking in his 
Garden, as was his Cuſtom every Morn- 
ing; and when the firſt, Salutations were 
over, telling him, I had an Affair of the 
greateſt Conſequence in Life to impart 
to him, we went together into a Grove, 
where, after ſome neceſſary Preparations, 
ſuch as, defiring him to arm himſelf with 
Patience, and giving him ſome Hints, 
that what I had to ſay would be a fiery 
Trial, in Expreſſions as moderate, and 
as favourable for her, as the Nature of thę 
Thing I had to ſpeak of would allow: At 
laſt, I made him ſenſible of the whole 
horrid, Herner. But with what Wards, ; 


e an ws. 


made me willing to forgive all F aults, and 


501 
enn I repreſent to your Imagination the 
Storm of Rage with which he heard it! he 
flew out of the Grove like a Man utterly de. 
priv d. of Reaſon, and drawing his Sword, 
and calling aloud for Femima had certainly 
in the firſt Guſt of Paſſion plung'd it in her 
Breaſt, as ſhe came trembling to know his 
Commands, if I had not taken Care to if 
Match from him that Inſtrument of Ven- 
"geance, —— He took her by the ſhaking 
Shoulders, and dragging her into the 
Grove, began to diſeharge ſome Part of 
| his Rage in Revilings : „ Thou 
45 Scandal of thy Sex, ſaid be, thou Blot 
5 4 of thy F amily! what is it I have heard of 
et thee Thou inceſtuous, thou aban- 
« don 4 Wretch | what is it thou haſt 
1 done? —— Monſter —— Devil — 
* unnatural Proftitute ! ” —— With Curſes 
un- number'd did he load her, neither re. 
garding the Condition he beheld her in, 
(for ſne fainted on the Bank) nor giving 
me leave to utter the leaſt Word in Vindica- 
tlon of her, *till at length, Compaſſion 
for a Woman I had once fo dearly lov'd,W 


_ obliged me to force him from her, and 
> Won : ; 
; | Bo with 
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with more gentle Tanne endeavour 
to call home her wandering Spirits, * 8 


che was but a few Moments before be 


recover d, and throwing herſelf at his 


Feet, her Eyes ſtreaming with Tears, and 
wringing her Hands, ſhe implor'd For- 


giveneſs in Terms ſo moving, that the 
Heart that had been inſenſible of Pity muſt. 


have been mort than Savage——mine was 


quite diſſolv'd, and putting myſelf in the 
fame Poſture with her, begg'd him to par- 
don all; aſſured him I was fo well fatisfy'd in 
herRepentance, that [ regarded her with the 
fame Ardency of fond Affection as before, 
and told him, I was ready to take off the 


Shame ſhe had brought on herſelf, by be- 


coming her Husband that very Moment, 


if he would give his Sanction to the 


Act. 


An Offer fo unexpected ſeem'd to give. 
a prodigious Turn to his Reſentment—his 
Eyes loſt immediately great part of their 
Fierceneſs ; but making no other Anſwer 
„ it on, Ay, Sir, that is ſtrangely 
geenerous 


T5] 
generous. indeed ! walk'd a little diſtance 
from us, as tho? to conſider on what I had 
ſaid —— while I, thinking it beſt not 
to ſuffer him to cool, proſecuted my Inten- 
tions in this Manner: The Misfortune, 
4. reſum d I, is yet a Secret, Sir; the baſe 
5 Adraſius for his own Sake, never will 
« divulge it, and if I marry Jemima, you 
« may depend on my Care to prevent her 
s from being a ſecond Time deluded by 
4 his Inſinuations: As for the Uſage 
e ſhe ſhall receive from. me, as I have 
400 already told you, I now again confirm 
'* it; the true Contrition, and that inge- 
| ho nuous Confeſſion of her Crime to him, 
q "IS from whom of all Mankind, had ſhe 
« not been the Sincereſt of her Sex, ſhe 
2 would moſt artfully have conceal'd 
« it, will make her ever dear, ever charm- 
« ing to my Soul—] never will reproach, 
..*.neyer will hold her in leſs Eſteem, than 
wy I ſhould if no ſuch Accident had 6:4 
5 d.“ | 


i '1 "Fi a great deal more, to convince e him 
| it was not only neceſſary for the Honour of 


_ his 


£53]. 


his F amily, but alſo for his Daughter's. 


Happineſs, that he ſhould give his Conſent” 
to this Match. But, after a long Pauſe, 
| inſtead of the Gratitude with which any 


other Parent would have liſtened to ſuch 


an Offer, he told me, with an Air of In- 
difference, that he thought himſelf obliged' 
to me; — but, ſaid he, I ſuppoſe you ex- 
pect ſomething more beſide my Blefling. os 
Doubtleſs, Sir, anſwered I, nor can I think 


you will deal leſs generouſly with me, who : 


am willing to take Femima with tt her 
Faults, than you have done with Adraſftus, 
who had with her Siſter an untainted Vir- 
tue and unblemiſned Reputation. And 
what then, Sir, (interrupted he briskly) 
will your Friends do for you? - hat Join- 


ture will they enable you to make for 


twenty thouſand Pounds? I am unable to ex- 
preſs the Surprize and Indignation I was in 
at ſo unexpected a Query, — Nothing but 
to ſee me in ſuch another, can make you 
ſenſible of that Violence of Paſſion with 
which I was poſſeſſed at his Behaviour: 


And not endeavouring to conceal it, How! 
cried I, is a Bargain to be made in an Af- 


fair ſuch as this? Do you take me for a 
| ch wholly incapable of Reflection? I 


F . 
WED. on! 


C#-: muſt _ 
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muſt unknow what you are ſenſible of but 
through my Means; if I did not know the 
Propoſition I have made you ſo much to 
my Diſhonour, that were my Intentions 
publick, and there be a Man on Earth that 
loves me, his higheſt Proof of it would be 
to ſhoot me through the Head: But I 
will ſpeak no more, (continued I, with a 
little more Temper) your Daughter 1s in 
Preſence, let her relate to you the Particu- 
lars of her Undoing, and with what an- 
common Tenderneſs I have behaved in this 
Affair. then conſider whether you _—_ : 
to treat me in this Manner. 


: 3 in whoſe Countenance all the 
Time we weredfging one might eafily read 
the Agitations F her Soul, here preventing 
her Father's Reply, began to unfold the 
Truth of: what I had revealed. She told 
bim, that it had been more than two years 
ſince, deluded by the falſe Aaraſtus, the had 
yielded to his Deſires; that he had, by 
a great many eee which to her 
ſeemed well inforced, convinced her that 
Polygamy was no Crime, and that he ſwore 
to make her as equal with her Siſter, in her 
Right to him, as . ſuperior in his 
: = AE _ Eſteem 


90x - WY ; 
Eſteem ; chat his Love to her was beyond 
all Bounds, and that her Vanity and In- 
advertency had rendered her Heart ſuſcep- 
tible of the dangerous Impreſſions his Wit 
and Aſſiduity attempted to make; that one. 
Day, happening to be alone with him W 
the Houſe, half by Perſuaſions, half by: 
Force, he had perpetrated his Defign, and 
had ever fince continued to abuſe her 
in the ſame Manner; — but that, ſtung; 
with a juſt Senſe of what ſhe had done, ſhe 
could no longer bear the Torment, and 
fearful herſelf to reveal the horrid Secret, 
ſhe had make Choice of me, as a Perſon in . 
whoſe Honour and Good-nature,. ſhe was 
pleaſed to fay, ſhe had the greateſt Confi- 
dence.— She concluded her unhappy Story 
with ſome Expreſſions, how much ſhe was 
obliged to that uncommon Teſtimony of 
my Love of deſiring to de her Huſband ; 
and intreated by all the Supplications ima 
ginable, that he would grant a Requeſt ſo 
much to the Advantage of her Peace of ''s 
Mind, and the Preſervation of their Houſe" 8. 
Honour. | 


_ 
— —— — — —  — * & * 


I did not fail to ſecond what 12 ld of | 
_ en I was a little nettled, as indeed 
5 C 4 L 


56] 
17 hatt good Reaſon; that he ſhould -make 
the leaſt Demur in granting what I might 
= have expected he would have been the 
firft in deſiring; 1 conquered my Reſent- 
ment, to obey the Dictates of my Love, 
which, 9 1 muſt confeſs, as yet pleaded moſt 
tenderly i in her Behalf. —But all we could 
urge was unſucceſsful ; he faid, there were 
private Reaſons which obliged him to defer 
giving any direct Reply at that Time, — 
but that he would conſider of it ; — aſſured 
me he had the moſt particular Regard for 
1 16} >thab he would very ſhortly prove how 

WT + heaftily he eſteemed me; with a great deal 
ER. more to the ſame Purpoſe, which at that 
Tine) I'was weak enough to believe; but 
wyitkal, deſired 1 would for a few Days re- 
tire from his Houſe, for he was in Expec- 
| tatidn of ' Viſit very ſoon from Adraſtus, 
whom he was very unwilling to truſt me 
with, after che Knowledge of the Injury 
ne had done me in the Perſon 1 the Wo- 

man- ee wy my Wife. t 


Oe 
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I wn aid bu you "CANO 
eſpecially a Chevalier, and a Lover too, are 
impatenco Indignities; you are not ſenſi- 
urſelf how ill you could brook the 
r 
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Preſence of a Wretch who has offended in 


the Manner he has done; and if a Quarrel 
on this Occaſion ſhould ariſe, the whole 
Affair would become the Talk of the 


Country: I would have you, therefore, 


leave us for a While, and you ſhall hear 


from me, in a Manner, perhaps, more to. 


your Advantage than yet you think of.- 
] am aſhamed to confeſs how much I was 
| tranſported with theſe Words; it preſently 

came into my Head, that Agra/ius would be 
utterly thrown out of the Family, and I de- 
clared the Heir of all. Full of theſe 

golden Expectations I bbeyed, and deſiring 
him to direct for me at my Lady Ducheſs's, 
where I told him I would tarry till I recery'd 


his Letter, took an humble Leave of him: 


my Farewel to Femima was, you may 
be ſure, a little more prolonged; for I {till 
loved her with a Fondneſs, which neither 
Poſſeſſion, nor the Knowledge of her Crime 
could abate. ---- Oh! let the God of undif- 


ſembled Ardors remember mine, when un- 
able to part without a Repetition of thoſe 


Joys we had fo lately taſted, the melting 
Charmer diffolved within my Arms, and 
preſſing me cloſe as her Graſp could ſtrain 


my willing Body to her panting Breaſt, ſhe | 
. 8 ot 4 "mY 5 2 


- aa... 
85 ery'd, Oh! that I had never been but 
Fours! were I Miſtreſs of the Globe, 
and could diſpoſe of Crowns and Empires 
at my Will, Pd freely quit the boaſted So- 
vereignty, but to call back that black de- 
teſte> Hour which gave me to Adraſtus. 
And then again, my Lothario (would ſhe 
gently murmur out) judge with how true a 
"Paſſion I regard thee, when rather than de- 
ceive thee, I would accuſe myſelf. — 
Oh! do not,----do not, when cool Reflec- 
tion overcomes Deſire, love me the leſs for 
a Generoſity ſo unequalled.----Oh! no, by 
Heaven, (interrupted I, raiſed to the high- 
eſt Pitch of Extaſy by her imagined Ten- 
derneſs) thou ever ſhalt be dearer to my 
Soul than Wealth, than Life,---than even 
Fame itſelf,----be but henceforward mine, 
and only mine. When I am not (anſwer'd 
"ſhe, forcing herſelf from my Embrace, and 
kneeling before me with Hands and Eyes 
lifted up to Heaven) may the immortal 
Gods make me an Example of Perfidy, 
Which After-Ages ſhall with Wonder hear 
of; — whenever I, even in Thought, tranſ- 
greſs againſt the firm Affection I now ſwear 
to my dear Loibario, may I be ſtruck blind 


"ad lame; may Diſcaſes of all a ſeize | 
on 


mitting Anguiſh, and rot me to the Bone, 


and chaſed away all her Remains of Grief 
with renewed Endearments, 


Power to ſeparate ourſelves in a much 


vailed on us to do it. 


8 on both Sides, of writing to each other 


Leave; 3 ſhe retired to her C loſet, 3 as ſhe 


59 ]' 


on me, conſume my Fleſh with un- inter- 


till my black Soul, driven from this Houſe 
of Horror, deſcends to Hell a N to end 
leſs Torment. 


She would, if poſſible, * added to 
this dreadful Imprecation, if my impatient 
Love could have permitted it; but free 
from all Suſpicion, from all Fear, I ſnatch'd 
her from the Ground, preſs'd her again 
to my tranſported Breaſt, returned herVows, : 


rioting in 
Pleaſures not to be deſcribed, we paſſed the 
Hours, and ſhould hardly have had the 


longer Time, if the Conſideration how 
much to our mutual Interefl it was not to 
diſoblige the old Gentleman, had not beer 


With a thouſand Vows and Proteſtations 
often till we met again, we at laft took 
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told me, to contemplate on what was paſs'd; 
I* to the Stable, where my Man, as I had 


ordered, waited with my Horſe. I was no 


858 ler at the Ducheſs's, than I was asked 


ten thouſand Queſtions concerning my Pro- 
ceędings; ? but I related no more, than that 


the F ather of Jemima approved of my In- 


— 4 


tentions, and that in a very ſhort Time I 


expected a Summons to be put in Poſſeſſion 
18 of every thing I wiſhed ; carefully conceal- 
be ing every thing that might redound either 


to my own Diſhonour, or chat of my in- 


18 tended Bride. 


„Her Grace did not em perfectly fatisfied 
with what I faid, imagining ſhe read ſome- 


thing in my Countenance (as indeed ſhe 


very well might, for Nature never found a 
Man leſs capable of Diſguiſes) which ſpoke 


paſt Surprize, and that ſomething extraor- 
dinary had happened. She did not ſcruple 
to tell me what her Thoughts were, and 


ſeemed a little diſguſted I did not put the 
ſame Confidence in her which I had for- 


| merly done: But neither Inſinuations nor 


Reſentment had the e to diflodge this 
Secret 


R 

Secret from my Breaſt and ſhe found her- 
ſelf obliged at length to appear ſatisfied, 
Whether ſhe was fo in reality or not 
but what her Sentiments were I had not 
Leiſure to examine, having Perturbations 
of my own which would not ſuffer me to 
look into others. Day after Day, Week 
after Week, paſſed away without any Let- 
ter, either from Femima, or her Father: ſo 
ſtrange a Neglect could not but very much 
alarm me, and what between Amazement, 


Indignation, and diſappointed Love, Ifuf- © ' 


fered infinitely more than is in the Power 
of any Words to relate. | A whole. 

Month I liv'd in all the Tortures of 
Suſpence, than which, . thoſe who have 
| known them, will confeſs there cannot be 
ſeyerer; and not able to aſſign any Reaſon 
which ſeem'd fo feaſible, I imagined the 
© Dutcheſs to make the more fure Diſ- 
covery how my Affair ſtood, had been 
ſo wicked as to intercept the Letters directed 
to me. 


5 This Belief had no ſooner got Ground 
in me, than I taxed her with it, and as 


e 62 T 
tho allied 2 ſne had acted in that 
Manner which to me was a Crime unpar- 
—— reproach'd her in Terms which 
tis probable none, ſince ſhe had been 
rais'd to the Title of her Grace, had ever 
end to do. — She heard me however, 
with a Patience which I have ſince wonder'd. 
at, and only proteſting, by all the Adjura- 
tions ſhe was capable of making, that ſhe 
Was innocent, gave my Rage leave to vent 
titſelf in what Manner it would.— But 1: 
| could not form to myſelf any other Cauſe, | 
35 continued in my Chagrin *till 1 was 


reliev'd from that by being put into a 
worſe.— — When I had almoſt given over 


all Hope, comes a Letter from Jemima the 
Contents of which were too remarkable to 
* be forgot ; and becauſe no Words but her 
own can make you ſenſible of this aſtoniſh- 
ing Circumſtance, I will repeat them: they 
were theſe, | | 25 
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The undone Jemima, to her dear 


 Lothario, 


oy ONDE MN. me not, my ever-- 
ador*d Lothario, that I have not 
writ before; both Pen and Paper have 
4 been denied me, ſince you left this Place, 
e and love me with never ſo violent an 
“% Ardour, your Diſappointment cannot 


( 


2 


6 


* equal my Affliction. The Moment you. 


+ had taken Horſe, I was confined to my. 
Chamber, denied the Sight of even all 


Jof our own Family, but an old grim: _ 
Wretch, who is perfectly my Father's. 


Creature, and to whom it would be but 
in vain to. pour out the Load of An- 
guiſn my Soul is over-prefſed with. 
« *Tis enough I know'my Father has nei⸗ 
e ther the Compaſſion Nature ſhould o- 


2 « blige him to, for his. own Child, nor 


© the Gratitude which is due to a Genero- 
e fity, ſuch as yours— he ordains that I 
« ſhall never ſee you more, and to that 
. — < End, ſends me to the Houſe of Aaraſtus, 
e « (0 


% Elopement. 
. «endure in this Confinement— to have my 


106 I" 


[ 66 | 
6 0 horrid, darbarous Uſage ! ) there to 
cc remain under the Guardianſhip of that 
ee deteſted Monſter, who will, no doubt, 


take Care to prevent my making any 
- Judge what I muſt 


wed injured Siſter, innocent of the Wrongs 
% T-have done her, provoking my diſtrac- 


* 6 ted Conſcience by fruitleſs Attempts of 


ﬆ Conſolation. _— My curſt Undoer ever 


„ in my Sight, and perhaps when Op- 


40 portunity preſents, forced to repeat the 
„% Crime, which to have been guilty of, 


* damns me to unceaſing Horrors. 


« O fave me, ſave me, I conjure you, if 


. not for Love, for Friendſhip, for Pity ; 
ee nay, for the Sake of common Humanity, 
1 defend me from being again ſubſervient 
. to his brutiſh Will. — 
Stratagem to take me from him, it mat- 


Invent ſome 


c ters not what ſhall hereafter became of 


Forlorn I EMIM A. 


1 — 9 
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P. S. It was not without great 
« Bribes I furniſhed myſelf with the Means 
« of ſending this — O let not the Sup- 
e plications of a Woman, who in ſpite of 
% her Misfortunes loves you more than 
Life, be altogether unavailing but as you 
have ſworn yourſelf my Friend, be juſt: 
% to your own Honour, and ſhield me 
« from this worſt Deſtruction, and diſpoſe 
s of me hereafter as you pleaſe, Onet 
« more Adieu. I am this very Moment 
« poing, therefore be quick in your Re- 
lief, if you at all afford it“! 
It would be-wholly Impoſſible, to make 
you ſenſible what *twas I felt at reading 


3 7 1 * 
* # 


theſe Lines: I now perceiv'd my Hopes 
of Intereſt by her Father were utter 


aboliſh'd, I found the old Villain rather 
than part with his Money would facrifice - 
his Daughter to all the Miſeries of the 
moſt abhorred and unnatural Luſt 
all my pleaſing Expectations werenow i 5 
_ a Moment vaniſh'd ; but I had ſtill Ten- 
derneſs enough for the unhappy 'Femime, 


E141 „„ to 


N "> 66 1 
to wiſh to free her from a Life, ſhe had 
© 4 Cauſe, 49d ſo much ſeem'd to 


| With theſe Cogitations mingled a Re- 
flection that I had wrong'd the Dutcheſs, in 
imagining ſhe had intercepted my Letters; 
and my Remorſe for having accuſed her 
with it; joined to the Reſolution my Rage 
| had inſpired me to form, of expoſing to 
the laſt Degree the Father and Brother of 
Femima, made me impart the whole Affair 
to her. I ran immediately to her, related 


every Circumſtance of my ill Uſage, and 
B entreated her Advice how to proceed both 
por Vengeance and Redreſs. She ſeem'd 
aas well ſhe might) prodigiouſly alarm'd 


at the Account 


told me ſhe thought 
Fhad a good Eſcape, and if I would take 


l Y her Counſel, it would be to trouble my ſelf 


80 Arber with any of the F . 


| This was, I believe; the only fincere 
Thing ſhe ever ſaid in her Life, at leaſt, 
to me; and yet this of all ſhe ever ſaid I 
** the fartheſt from . Had * 


R 

Paſſion for Jemima been extinguiſhed, my. 
Honour could not diſpenſe with the Pre- 
miſe I had made in protecting her, as far 
as was in my Power, from the Abuſes 
| of Adraſtus : Friendſhip, nay, common 
Humanity, methought, bid me fly to the 
Relief of this poor Penitent, who aban- 
doned by thoſe who ought moſt to take 
| her Part, had no Refuge but myſelf on 
Earth. I muſt have endeavoured her 
Reſcue even for Pity Sake, but as my 
Love (if not as violent as it had been) was 
yet ſuperiour to that with which Men ordi- 
narily are poſſeſſed, I thought each Mo- 
ment I delayed, a Crime ſhe _ I 
ann me for. +) 


1 paſſed the Night in Anxieties too 
great to be deſcribed, nor did the Morn 
bring with it any Tranquility for as be- 
fore my Thoughts were racked with the 
Apprehenſions of her ill Uſage, they were 
now tortured with ten thouſand various 
= Inventions by what Method I ſhould pros 
| ceed to give her the Relief ſhe begg'd and 
| a Cheſt wholly capable of fixiog on any, 
2: | but 


* "Fi 68 = 0 
Hut lolvd t. to attempt every Way, 1 took 
leave of the Dutcheſs, much againſt her 
Will, and made what haſte I could towards 
the Villa where Adraſtus liv'd. 


— 


zk zer F ather' 8 Aae was in my . 
r it came in my Head, as I purſued 
my Journey, to try firſt what I could do 
with him; but not knowing well how to 
| contain myſelf in the Preſence of a Wretch, 
who, for no other Reaſon than, becauſe 
he would not do me Juſtice, had conſented 
t0 ſacrifice his own Child to the brutiſh 
Luft of an inceſtuous Monſter, whom 
he ought rather to have made an Example 
of; I went into an Inn, which happend to be 
pretty near the Houſe, and in as civil Terms 
as my Rage would permit me to diſſemble 
with, writ to him, complained of his Breach 
of Promiſe, let him know that I had 
depended on his Word, look'd on Jemima 


as my Wife, and was now come to cloim 


- her——not taking the leaſt Notice that I | 
had received a Letter from her, or that 
1 had the leaſt Intimation by any Hand | 


— being 1 0 ved. 4? 135 5 = 5 
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This diſt by my Aab uy" dal 
him to acquaint the old Gentleman where 
I waited in Expectation of his Anſwer; 
becauſe I would punctually fulfil the laſt 
Command he had given, of not coming 
to his Houſe, till ſummoned by him. 
I did not doubt but that he would be ex- 
tremely puzzled what Excuſe to make, 
and began to ſooth Imagination, that as 
ſoon as he heard I was there, he would 
immediately ſend for Femima; and make 
good his Promiſe: to me; but IJ was ſoon 
convinced of the Error I had been in, to 
think there was a Poſſibility for him to 
repent the Villany he had been' guilty of, 
or that it was in his Nature either to be 
Juſt, or of. N | 


£ 
a 1 » 46 
> 2 
— EB Ln Ing er hn” ey rr Cod nm nom — p — g = 
— . — —— — —— — — — - — 
- = . n * 


28 
4 #- 4 
* 7 4 
* l — 8 _ - l - 2 
—— 3 —UU— f k ¶ rm... 0-3 —— — Sata ⏑ ⁰ YT A ria 
_ 


- —_ oo Boe . wo oa 


" 8 * * - "pa 


My 8005 F ellow, came baile © wiki; his 
Head broke, and his Arms and Back | 
bruiſed it a moſt terrible Manner— 

I needed no more than the Sight. of him, 
to inform me what had happened; but 
den he had recover'd Breath to ſpeak, 
k wid ome! that the old Fiend had no 

| ſooner 


9) - 
ſooner read my Letter, than he tore it 


in Pieces, and eried, Tell your Maſter 
he is a Villain and a Fool, to think to im- 


poſe upon me and my Family — that 


I forbid him my Houſe at his Peril, and 
that if he dares toenter my Doors, he ſhall 
meet with the ſame Treatment as his Mel. 
ſenger. | FG] 


With theſe Words, and many other 


; Scurrilities, he return'd my Civilities : 
which my Man, unable to endure, retor- 
ted on the Giver. On which he call'd his 


Creatures, whether Foot-men, Plough- 


men, Hedgers, or Ditchers, I am not 


3H able to ſay, for tis probable they ſerv'd in 


all theſe' Capacities, and turn'd him out 
with the Marks of their Good-Will already 
' mentioned, —— Had I followed the firſt 


Ampulſes of my Rage, I had certainly gone 
| to the Houſe, and ſhot. him thro? the 


Heart; but love interpoſed for Jemima, 


and bid my beating Heart inform me 1 
muſt firſt deliver her, and then call her Fa- 
ther to an Account for the Injury. he had 


done me. It was but n Niet befote | 


vs > £# 
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t 1 was determined; Revenge gave way 
to Tenderneſs, and I rode on towards 
Adraſtus, hoping there to obtain the moſt 
2 Triumph! 


| But I had not purſued my Journey above 
a hundred Paces, before I perceived at Aa 
diſtance two Ladies on Horſeback, and 
a Servant with them; when we came nigh+ 
er, one of the Horſes I knew immediately 
to be Jemima's, and that very ſame ſhe was 
mounted on, when the Invention. of the 
Cramp had firſt made me ſenſible how 
much I was favour'd in her Inclinations, 
Alt will be needleſs to ſay I ſet ſpurs to my 
. Horſe, and would have nn a Pegaſus 
too ſlow to bear me to em; by what 1 
have told you of the State of my Heart, 
you will eaſily believe I made what Speed 
I could. The foremoſt of them I preſently 
knew to be the Wife of Adraftus, whom 
as not believing of the Confederacy againft 
me, I accoſted as civilly as my Impatience | f 
to ſecure the other, who 1 believed vas 8 
** Siſter, would allow Time for, — — "| 
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great was my Surpriae— how ſhocking 
my Diſappontment, when laying my Hand 
on the Reins of her Horſe, and looking at 


her, I diſcovered a Face 1 had never 
1 before! | 


Wm had not Weber ina of Mind 
even to ask her Pardon ; but returning 


to the other, who ſtopt, and ſeemed amazed 
at my Proceeding, and preventing the 
Unterrogatories ſhe was about to put to me 
for what Reaſon I had done it, defired her 
ts tell me inſtantly, where Femima N 


* told her I look*d on her as * ae, 


N . f 5 3 * 
1 ASE * ns anne 3d O woe 


4 12 72 


175 


3 this: Lady ai 8 1 had 


| ate greateſt eſteem for, and who had pro- 
feſs'd the higheſt Regard for me, now ſhow'd 
herſelf of a piece with the Reſt of that 


accurſed Family—and in Expreſſions, a 


By Gentleweman ſhould have bluſh'd to ſpeak, 


Ide me be over”? and think not of Jemima, 


170 „ of 1 © a 


1 flew with all the Wings of Joy and fond 
Defire; but Oh! immortal Gods how“ 


an 


WI 


R 
ſhe was not a Match for a paultry Gentle- 
man, who had no other Jointure to make 
her, than the precarious Dependance of a 
beggarly Penſion and a Fellow too, 
(aid ſhe, with all the ſpite imaginable) who 
has render'd himſelf yet more unworthy 
the Civilities he has found in our Family, 
by endeavouring to ſow Diſſenſion among 
People, who are too well acquainted with 
one another's Principles to regard what he 
has ſaid, any further than to deſpiſe and 
hate the inſinuating Reporter. — Theſe 
Words gave me not only to underſtand ſhe 
had been inform'd of every Thing, which 

at Femima's Requeſt I had related to her Fa- 
ther, but alſo, that ſhe believ'd her Hus- 
band innocent, and that I had, for ſome 


baſe Intereſt of my own, been the Inventer ; 
of the Story. | 


I wou'd have endeavour'd to have clear'd 
myſelf of an Aſperſion ſo wrongfully caſt 
on me, but ſhe wou'd not give me leave 
and continuing her Revilings, and aflurirg 
me I never ſhould ſee her Siſter any more, 
who, ſbe ſaid, had been too much deceiv'd 


0174} 
by my Infinuations, rode away, without 
_ ſuffering me to alledge one Word in my 

Vindication. I did not attempt to ſtop 
her, nor give myſelf any further Trouble 
concerning what Opinion ſhe harbour'd, 


than what proceeded from my Wonder, 
that a Woman, whom, till then, I had 

always believ'd had a good deal of Diſcern- 

ment, cou'd be ſo grofly blinded in an 
Affair, in which moſt of her Sex are apt to | 
be too . ane. 


My ill dear Jemima's Condition, took 
up too much of my Thoughts to allow 
Room for any other Conſideration to con- 
tinue z and preſently reflecting that her 
Siſter's Abſence might give the curſt Adra/- 
tus an Opportunity of abuſing her in the 
Manner he had done, I began to renew 
my Pace towards the Houſe, which was 
now almoſt in ſight ; when hearing a 
1 Horſe gallop after me, I turn'd my Head, 
Wo - and {aw the Footman, whom I had juſt be- 
| fore met with the two Ladies, coming 
with full Speed in the very Path I was in. 
! preſently imagin'd he had been ſent by 
| chen 


" TS. 


| them, as no doubt he wil, to give Notice of 


my Approach and Intentions, and reſolving. 


to ſtop his Career, I turn'd ſhort upon him, 
and catching faſt hold of the Bridle, Whither 
in ſuch haſte? /aid J; all your Stratagems 
to get Jemima out of the Way ſhall be in 


vain, therefore return to your Miſtreſs, 


and tell her, that Lothario will prove he 
deſerves not the Treatment he has met, 
_ orperiſh in the Attempt. 


I faid no more, nor indeed had J the 
Power : The Fellow, with an Impudence 
as great as thoſe to whom he belong'd, 
giving me a hearty Curſe, clap'd Spurs to 


his Horſe, which being a high-mettled. 


one, with a ſudden Spring was very near 
1 was fo 
much provok'd at this Infolence from a 
Servant, that not being at that inſtant 
Maſter of my Paſſion, I immediately 


overſetting me and mine 


ſnatch'd one of the Piſtols from my Hol- 


ſter, and diſcharg'd it at him, but good 


Heaven averted the Miſchief, my Raſhneſs 


de yt have been fatal to myſelf a as well 
1 To, | D 2 | | 0 8 
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as him. — He miſs'd the Bullets; and 
receiv'd no other Damage than what his 
Fright occafion*d, which indeed was vio- 
lent enough to make him fall from his 
Horſe, and, for ſome Moments, loſe the 
Power of Speech; yet the diſſembling 
Villain, too well vers'd in the pernicious 
Arts of thoſe he ſerv'd, when I demanded 
of him, Whether Jemima was at this Time 
in the Houſe of Adraſtus? and offer'd him 
a handſome Reward to reveal the Fruth 
of that Affair, had Cunning ſufficient to 
deceive me, and faithful to his horrid 
Fruſt, aſſur'd me ſhe was not; form'd 
a moſt plauſile Story that ſhe had been ſent 
there, but not believing it a Place of Se- 
curity, imagining I would come in Search 
of her, ſhe was remov'd that very Day to 
an Aunt's ſhe had further in the Country : 

I, eafily betray d, doubted not of the Truth 
ok what I thought Fear only had extorted 
from him, gave him what I had Promis d, 
and diſmiſs d him. | 


My Heart methought \ was ſomething 


lighter e than i it LP been at this News; 1 
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rejoic'd that ſhe was out of the Power of 
Auaraſtus for her own Sake; however, I 
ſtill refolv'd not to leave the Country till 1 
I had ſeen her, ——and therefore know- 
ing very well the Way to the Town where 
this Relation liv'd, I left the Road which 
led to Adraſtus's,. and took the other ; : it 
was but a few Miles, and I reach'd it be- 
fore Dark. „ 


At my arrival, the good old Lady was 
prodigiouſſy alarm'd at my demanding 
to ſpeak with her Neice, and much more 
fo, when J told her, as I now made no 
Secret of it, the Reaſons of my enquiring. 
E she aſſur'd me I had been miſinform'd, 
for to her certain Knowledge Jemima was | 


at her Brother's ; and that if I queſtion'd 
the Truth of what ſhe ſaid there was a 
young Lady in the Neighbourhood who 
cou'd convince me, having been come but 
that Day from the Houſe of Adraſtus, and N 
had ſeen her there. 


This young Lady was Amelia, who 
had ever been the chief Companion 
and Confidant Jemima had: to her I im- 
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mediately went, hoping 1 might now know 
the Certainty of every Thing — but 
1 found her as much alter'd in her Be- 
haviour to me as the reſt had been. 
— She ſaid, indeed, that ſhe had ſeen Je- 
mima, and din'd with her that Day, but 
ſhe could give no other Account of any 
Thing I ask'd; 5 and when I related to her, 
as I had done to the Aunt, all the Par- 
ticulars of the Affair, ſhe only anſwer'd, 


with a good deal of Reſerve, that ſne had 


nothing to do in it, every body was belt 
judge of their own Buſineſs ; but acknow- 
ledg'd, ſhe thought it a little ſtrange Things 
ſhou*d be carry*d, fo, after what had paſt, 
between us.— found there was no far- 
ther Satisfaction to be gain'd from her, 
therefore took my Leave, reſolving to 


Wo purſue my Knight-Errantry the next Morn- 


ing, for I was oblig'd to lie in the Town, 
by reaſon of its 1821 too late to go that 
Night. 


Aurora had ſcarcely F pread her chearſul Dawn 
before I was on Horſeback; I had gone but a 
very little v way before I was met by theChevalier 


| | 3 
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me, Whither I was going ſo early? which 
| I made no Heſitation to inform him. 
he then told me he had much to ſay to me 
onthat Affair, and deſired I wou'd alight 
and go into an Inn hard by. With 
ſome Unwillingneſs, to retard even a Mo- 
ment the Execution of my Deſigns, I was: 
at laſt prevail'd upon, and he began to 
endeavour perſuading me from fo raſh an 
Attempt — aſſur'd me that if I went in 
Sight of Adraſtus's Houſe, I was a dead 
Man; that there was a Gun plac'd in every 
Window; that what I had already done 
to the Servant had made the whole Coun- 
try ring; and that there was not the leaſt 
Poſſibility of getting to the Speech of Je- 
mima ; for ſhe was ſo cloſely confin'd, 
that very few of their own Family ſaw 


her. 


All this he proteſted was true to his Know- 
ledge, for he had been there all Night, 
and was come away but when I met him. 
But it was not in the Power of all theſe 
Difficulties to deter me, or make me in 
the leaſt recede Bom the Reſolution of 
reſcuing _ 
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reſcuing her, or periſhing for her Sake 
on the contrary, I rather grew more eager 
to deliver her from a Captivity in which 
I believ'd ſhe ſuffer'd fo much; and 1 
doubt not but I had gone, and really 

fallen a Sacrifice to their Brutality, if the 
Chevalier had not hit on a Propoſal which 

ſeem'd rather to facilitate than hinder me 
from what I wiſh'd It was to accom- 
pany him firſt to the old Man's, and 
by repeating before him the Obligations 
. they had to treat me in a different Manner, 
give him, the Chevalier, an Opportunity 
of eſpouſing my Quarrel, which he pro- 
miſs d faithfully to do and on the Strength 
of his own and his Siſter's Influence over 
that Family, prevail on him to go with us 
to Adraſtus*s, under Pretence that he might 
be able to judge the Truth of the Affair, 
and relate it to the Dutcheſs. After a 
good many Arguments on both Sides, 
this was at laſt agreed on, and away we 
went to the old Miſer's : we found him 
at his Gate, and on the firſt Sight of me, 
he was going to call his Servants, I ſup- 


pak 


ſion 


811 
poſe, to give me a Reception 1 ſhou'd no 
Way have been pleas'd with; but the 
Chevalier gueſſing his Intentions, rode up 
before me, and cry'd, Hold Sir; J bar all 
Outrages —— if you offer to inſult Lo- 


we 


thario, I ſhall take it as done to me 
come to talk to you without Heat or Paſ- 
therefore be you as temperate. 
-The old Wretch ſeem'd a little con- 
fus'd at the Chevalier's Behaviour; but not 
being willing to diſoblige him. Well 
then, Sir! mutter'd he out, on your Ac- 


count he ſhall come in, though I had ſworn 
ſolemnly to the contrary. was about 
to reply in ſuch a Manner as would certainly 


have broke all our Meaſures, if my kind 
Compaſſion had not made a Motion to me 


to be ſilent. With much ado I curb'd _ 4 


the ſtruggling Paſſion, and into the Hall 
we went; where, on the Chevalier's de- 
manding the Reaſon why he had affronted 
me in the Perſon of my Servant, in the 
Manner I had told him ! Truly, Sir, 
reply'd the grey-beard Villian there 

were ſufficient Reaſons which oblig'd me 
to act as I did. I had no Acquaintance 
Do BI D's © - ˖ 
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with Lothario ; I entertain'd him civily (as 
he was recommended by her Grace) till he 
(without any Encouragement from me) 
pretended Love to my Daughter, and after 
that, forg'd a monſtrous Story, which, if 
we had been ſo credulous as he hoped we 
were, might have been the Ruin of us all. 
I have a thouſand Times fince won- 
der'd at my own Patience, that reſtrain'd 
me from revenging my wounded Honour 
with his Life; but remembring the Pro- 
miſel had made to the Chevalier, to try 
firſt by fair Means, I contented myſelf with 
proving him a Lyar, by producing thoſe 
Letters I had received both from him and 
Adraſtus, while at Ponray, entreating me 
to come down, and that they could not be 
caſy without me. -—— And for the latter 
Part of the Aſperſion he caſt on me, of de- 
* ceiving him with a forg'd Story: Wicked 
old Man! faid I, ( opening a Window 
which fac'd the Garden, and that Grove 
Where I had made the Diſcovery to him of 
Femima's Misfortune) had thoſe Trees the 
Power of Utterance, they would proclaim 


72 57 Innocence, and your conſummate Baſe- 
: 29 
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neſs. Did not your own Daughter atteſt 
the Truth of what J ſaid? - Did ſhe 
not avow her Crimes in Terms fo piteous, 
as would have melted any Heart but yours? 
Did ſhe not kneel, and Weep, and beg | 
never to ſee the curſt Adraſtus more? 
Did ſhe not almoſt die away before you ? 
Did you then confeſs me generous? 
—— Did you not both confeſs the Power 
of unexampl'd Love and Tenderneſs alone 
could move me to forgive her Fault, and 
fave her from Deſtruction ? Can you 
deny all this? Can you a ? 
No, no, reply'd he, I do very well re-- 
member ſome of the Paſſages you men- 
t10i:, But at that Time your Beha- 
viour appear'd in a far different Light to 
what it has done ſince. — My Daughter 
afterwards deny'd it all, and confeſs'd you 
had prevail'd on her by your Inſinuations 
to join with you in this Deceit, only to get 
my Conſent to marry her, which otherwiſe 
you both knew would be impoſlible. —— . 


But ſhe is now of another Mind „ ſhe never 


deſires to ſee you more. Tis falſe, in- 


terrupted I, ſiercely, and to prove it ſo, 
. 0 read 


[84] 
— In ſpeaking theſe Words, 


read this. 
drew out the Letter ſhe had writ, con- 
juring me to come to her Aſſiſtance. 


Never did I ſee fo much Confuſion in 
any Face, as appear'd in his, at Sight of 
theſe Lines. =— He could not, for ſome 
Time utter one Word — but recolleCting . 
himſelf a little, at laſt, Well, ſaid he, if 
ſhe knows her own Mind no better than 
this, I have done with her.——The Cheva- 
lier here thought it a. proper Time for 
what we had agreed on, and preventing 


mae from ſpeaking—Come, Sir, rejoin'd he, 


for the Satisfaction of us all, let them 
come Face to Face, I'Il anſwer for my 
Friend, that if the young Lady declares 


_ = before us ſhe deſires not to ſee him, he 


Never by 


never will attempt it more. 


Heaven, added I.— At this Propoſition the 
old Man paus'd, loth he was to grant it, 
and yet lother to diſoblige the Chevalier. 
In fine, after a long Pauſe, he told us he 
would comply with this, provided that I 
would be content with her Company, and 
| N 5 not 


would be done. 


85 ] 
he ſaid Adraſtus had ſworn I never ſhould: 


— I told him I was far from deſigning 
it——all I wanted was to be ſatisfied from 


Femima's own Mouth, that ſhe expected 
no Aſſiſtance from me. | Every body 
being ſetled, he order'd his Horſe to be 


got ready, which being perform'd, we all 
ſet forward toward the deciſive Scene. — | 


when we came to the Court- yard, he 
took the Chevalier with him, leaving me 
to attend their Return. — In about half 


an Hour the latter came to me, told me 
that the Fa- 
ther and Adraſftus were in Confultation, 


he found them wavering - 


but had not ſeen Jemima; and that believ- 
ing I ſhould be out of Patience, he came 
to bear me Company, till we ſaw what 
And in Truth, we 
ſtay'd a conſiderable Time, and no-body 
appearing, the Chevalier went in again, 
but came back without knowing the Re- 


ſult of any Thing; at leaſt as he told me. 
_ ——- He went a third Time, return'd a- 


gain atone, till I imagining they defign'd 


not endeavour to enter the Houſe, which 
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to fool me, grew quite outrageous, ſwore 
I would fire the Houſe, and burn them out, 
but I would ſee her, with a thouſand more 
Extravagancies of the like Nature; which 
he, I doubt not, (being, as I have ſince 
been inform'd, more a Friend to them 
than me) repeated to them at his next go- 
ing in. — After that, the mighty Buſi- 
_ neſs was concluded —— FJemima all un- 
dreſſed her Hair hanging looſe upon her 
Shoulders, her Eyes ſwell'd with Tears, a 
moving Spectacle of Grief and Horror ap- 
pear'd before my Sight. — She was ſup- 
ported as ſhe approach'd me, by her Fa- 
ther on one Side, and a young Prieſt, Bro- 

ther to Adraſtus, on the other — and in- 
deed the trembling Condition ſhe was in, 
made her ſtand in need of them. Well, 
Madam, faid I, I am come, in-Obedience 
to your Commands, to offer you what 
Aſſiſtance is in my Power. Say you 
will be mine, and it ſhall not be human 


Force ſhall keep you from me.—l never 


will, anſwer'd ſhe, with an Aſſurance ſure, 
' which none of her Sex beſide, after what 


had n between us, could have ſpoke | 
| with _ 
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with, and which ſeem'd very much to con- 
tradict that good Opinion her Looks had 
inſpir d. — - How! (reſum'd I, ſcarce able 
to contain myſelf) can Femima ſo far for- 
get herſelf, or what ſhe owes to Lothario, 


or her own Honour ?——1 had proceeded, 
but ſhe prevented me, by ſaying, Tis no 
Matter what 1 owe—1 conjure you for the 
Love of Heaven to trouble me no more. 
With theſe Words ſhe ſunk fainting 
in the Arms of thoſe that held her, and 
cut off thoſe Upbraidings ſhe muſt elſe 
have expected from me: They carry'd 
her into the Houſe, and the Chevalier tel- 
ling me, I now had all I could demand, 
and that it would neither be wiſe, nor good- 
naturꝰd to force myſelf upon her after what 
ſhe had declar*d, took an ubrupt Leave of 
me, and follow'd them. 


My Amazement had fo far ſtupify'd my 
Senſes, that for a good While I had not 
Power to leave the Place ; and I know not 
when I ſhould have remov'd, if my Man 


20 had not taken the Liberty to remind me, 


that if I were ſeen by any of the Family, 
N the 


188] 


they might imagine! tarry d on ſome De- 


ſidgn contrary to my Promiſe. — Yes, 


(faid I, waking from my Lethargy) I will 
go forever from her Sight, and, if poſſible, 

avoid the very-hearing of her ——falſe, un- 
greatful, perjur'd as ſhe is. J conti- 
nued to upbraid her in my Thoughts, for 
a conſiderable Time, and when the firſt 
Tempeſt of that Paſſion, which her aſto- 
niſhing Behaviour had rais'd, was a little 
calm'd, and more ſedate Reflection had 
Room to play its Part even then my 
former Tenderneſs return'd not: Reaſon 
indeed ſuggeſted, that ſhe had been forc'd 


> to what ſhe did ; but then it alſo told me, 
no Woman, who by any Threats could - 


be prevail'd on to join with her Undoers 
(for ſuch in this Reſpect were all her Fa- 
mily) againſt the Man who was ready to 
give her the higheſt Teſtimony of his Love, 
could be worthy of a ſincere Aﬀection.— 
The more I conſider'd on all the Ratticu- 
lars of this Affair, the more I thought J 
had Occaſion to rejoice, that ſhe had be- 
hav'd in a Manner ſo effectually to cure me 
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of that Paſſion I otherwiſe ſhould have re- 
tain'd for her; and ſince it was an Impoſſi- 
bility to marry her with her Father's Con- 
ſent, and have a Portion with her, it much 
better agreed with my Circumitances, that 
[ ceas'd wiſhing her ſuch, than to have 
ſuffer d my ungovern'd Fondneſs to tranſ- 
port me ſo far, as to have taken her with- 
Out. 


But alas] though I from that Moment 
left off to love her as I had done, by the un- 


ceaſing Anguiſh which has never fince for- 
ſaken me, I find, that when once a true 79 


and ardent Flame has kindled up the 
Heart, though it may ſeem extinguiſh'd, 
there will remain ſome Embers, which with 

_ inward conſumings deſtroy the very Vitals, 
and are never, never-to be put out. 5 
All I could do to forget her was in vain, 
and though I thought of her, as a Crea- 
ture far unworthy of my Love, yet I could 
not help a ſecret Deſire that ſhe had not 
been ſo, But I was not enough ac- 


quainted with my own Heart to know this 
of 1 8 till the old Man r to 
| die 


$a þ 
die about a Year after, leaving her, and 
her Fortune entirely at her own Diſpoſal ; 
—— I began to hope ſhe would at laſt 
ſhew herſelf the Woman of Honour I once 
believ'd her to be; expected every Poſt, 
that I ſhould hear from her, and receive a 
full Account in what Manner ſhe had been 
frorc'd to ſeem ſo ungenerous, and ſo falſe. 
— But no Letters coming, I had no 
longer Patience, and writ a long Epiſtle 
full of Upbraidings and Complairss : Re- 
ceiving no Anſwer, I ſent another, but to 
no more Purpoſe than the former. 
Then my Reſentment again exerted itſelf 
in me, and aſſur'd me what ſhe had done 
©. wasnot ſo much by Conſtraint, as through 
the Changeableneſs of her own Tem- 


Per. 


Now I endeavour'd as much as was in 
my Power to hate her heartily, and for a 
Time, perhaps, did ſo; till one unlucky 
Day, happening to be paſſing through 
the Streets, a Chariot and ſix, with two 
Ladies in it, came ſwift by me I imedi- 
11 diately knew one of them to be Jemima, 
| * = : and not all the Rage I had conceiv'd a- 
? gainſt 
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gainſt her, could defend my Heart from 
feeling ſomething, even in this tranſient 
View, like what I had formerly done when- 
ever ſhe appear d. A Flood of Tender- 
neſs overflow'd all other Conſiderations, 
and pleaded in her Behalf, that my Letters 
had been intercepted, or by ſome other 
Accident miſcarry'd; and that not receiving 
them, ſhe might perhaps have been igno- 
rant where to direct for me in Town: but 
reſolving to be aſcertain'd, and once again 
from herſelf receive my Doom, I made it 
my Buſineſs to find where ſhe lodg'd, and 
by diligent Enquiries, in a few Days, heard 
ſhe was at the Houſe of a Lady, whoſe 
Name was Deveres, and there directed ano- 
ther Mandate, ſent it by my Servant, that 
I might be certain. She receiv'd it, and or- 
der'd him not to return without an Anſwer. 
To go about to deſcribe the Hopes, 
the Fears, the ſwift Viciſſitudes of various 
Tumults which ſwell'd my throbbing Heart 
while he was gone, would be as vain, as 
to endeavour to make you ſenſible what it 
was I felt; when being come back, he 


| told me, chat he ba ſeen her at the Win- 
| dow - 
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dow, but that having gain'd Sight of him, 

would not ſuffer him to be admitted any 
further than the Door, therefore he Way 
oblig'd to ſend in the Letter by a Footman, 

who belong'd to the Houſe, to whom he 
heard her ſay, as ſoon as ſhe read it. — 
<« Take this Packet of incoherent Nonſence 
back to him that brought it, and bid 
& him tell the Perſon that ſent it, that he is 
* an impudent Fellow to pretend to write 
* to one he knows not TI never ſaw 

him, nor heard of him in my Life.” | 


* 


I muſt have been ſtrangely ſtupify'd, if 
T could have harbour'd the leaſt kind 
Thought of her after this; — but what] 
endur'd in this fatal Certainty of her unex- 

ampled Baſeneſs and Perfidy, can only be 

conceived. No Words can do it Juſtice. 
-Tis unutterable as the monſtrous 


Cauſe, 


Here the Remembrance of what he had 

ſuffered for the Sake of this vile Woman, 

adding to the preſent Anguifh of his Soul, 
made the poor 2 8 nde to proceed. 
N x — He 


* 


A 
Ie pauſed, to vent, ſome Sighs, and 
wipe away ſome Tears, which, in ſpite 
of his Endeavours to reſtrain them, ran 
from bis manly Eyes. At length he 
recover'd himſelf enough to perſus” hg 
Story. = 


” I am aſhamed (reſum'd he) of the Weak- 
h neſs I yet am guilty of, for this worthleſs 
n Woman; and tho' by what I have alrea- 
: dy related, you mufl acknowledge I ought 


not to think of her but with the utmoſt 
Deteſtation, yet that which ſtill remains 
to be told of her, will make me ſeem leſs 
; than Man not to abhor her very Name, 
and for her Sake, the whole Race of Wo- 

| mankind,— Though too much confirm'd 
of her Perfidiouſnenſs by the Account 
my Servant brought I was willing 

to be more ſo muſt make more Trials 

yet 3 and to that End obtained the 

| Favour of a Lady of my Acquaintance 
to go to her (for I had often been there, 

and ſhe was always denied) and in my 
Name intreat an Interview; which, if ſhe 

refuſed, and ſtill perſiſted in the Denial 

of . me, that ſhe ſhould produce 


* 7 " „ . 
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that x | 
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j that Letter I have already had Occaſion 
to make mention of, (and which ſtood 
me in good Stead, when her Father would 
have palmed the Odium of Deceit on me) 
and ſeveral others which, before that, I 
had received from her. | 


The Lady was perfectly fincere in her 
Endeavours to ſerve me, and had the Ad. 
dreſs to get herſelf admitted to her 
Madam Deveres and and ſhe were in a 
Room together, and my Friend, after 
| the had taken her aſide, finding ſhe gave 

her the ſame Anſwer ſhe had done my 
Servant, and abſolutely deny'd all Know- 
of me, with a thouſand Imprecations, was 


_ foprovokedatit, that ſhe thought ſhe ought 


to be expos'd to the World; and pluck- 
ing the Letters out of her Pocket, ſhewed 
them to Madam Deveres, and related all 
the Intrigue as ſhe had it from me. — The 
perjured;Creature was, it ſeems, in ſome 
- Confuſion at the Sight of her own 
Hand, which was very well known to 
Madam Deveres, and not having Pre- 
ſence enough of Mind to invent any 
way to come off, nor Generoſity enough 


5 own the Truth, fell a railing at the 
$27: Perſon 


7 


rr 


Perſon by whom ſhe was convicted, and 


endeavoured by her Clamours to ſilence 


what the other had to ſay, till Madam 


Deveres, aſhamed of her Behaviour, taking 


up the Letters, Fie Madam! ſaid ſhe, 
you ought rather to be dumb, theſe 
Monitors, methinks, ſhould ſtrike you 
ſo; — is not here your own Hand, your 
Manner of Writing, nay, your very Seal ? 


(for tho? broke, *tis ealy to ſee on it the 
Impreſſion of your Arms.) Are not theſe 
Evidences too plain againtc you? 


Theſe Remonſtrances were anſwered by 


Jemima with a good deal of Warmth 
which occaſioned more ſevere Reflections 
from the other, — it ended in à mortal 
Quarrel: and I hear, for I have ſince had 
a a perſonal Acquaintance with this good 
Lady, that they parted that Day, and have 


never ſeen each other ſince. — But now 
the Foulneſs of Jemima's Soul appeared 
in all its Deformity to me and to all who 


knew her Hiſtory ; the vile Aaraſtus, that 
Betrayer of her Honour, ——that Ruiner 
of her Virtue, that Debaucher of her 
Principles; — that Wretch, whom to 


avoid, a thouſand Times ſhe has ſworn 
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ſhe would hazard more than Life, is now 


the only Perſon ſhe makes choice of for a 
Friend: — ſhe has committed the Manage- 
ment of her Fortune wholly to his Care, 


lives in his Houſe, ſcarce ſees any- body 


but himſelf, admits no Viſitors, nor will 
receive any Overtures of Marriage, tho 
her Beauty and Eſtate have drawn the 


richeſt and moſt worthy Gentlemen of the 


Country to make them. What Judgment 
then can we form of her, but that, grown 
fond of the Crime for which ſhe once 
appeared ſo penitent, ſne quits all other 


Conſiderations to indulge it? — Oh! may 


. the horrid Truth be known to all !—may 
| the quick Ears of buſy Fame catch from 
my Lips the Secret and all her hundred 


Tongues ſpeak Og elſe but Inceſt, 


| and Jemima. 


Though there is enough in this to ex 


cite the Wonder of a Perſon unacquainted 
with the Vices of theſe Iſlanders, yet you 
will find all I have been able to inform you 


Wi of Hypocriſy, Artifice, and every other 
Crime, but ſmall, in Competetition with 


what you are ſtill to be made ſenſible 


of 


— 


— 


C9 1 in ; 


3 The Duke of D' Argent paſſes in 


the World for one of the greateſt Fa- 


— — 


vourites of Heaven; his ſplendid For- 
tune is the Envy of many of his E- 


quals, and the Homage of his Infe- 


riors: ——— He is in the Prime of 
his Years, has a moſt healthy and,vigorous 
Conſtitution ;— has a much greater ſhare 
of Friends than Enemies ;z and, as he wants 
no Favours from the one, he has no Oc- 
caſion to ſtand in Fear of the Malice of the 
other; yet cannot all theſe Advantages 
make him happy :—he nouriſhes a Canker 
in his Boſom, which renders all theſe 
Bleſſings unavailing, deſtroys his Peace, 


and fills his Nights and Days with galling 
Anguiſh.—He was maried very young to 


the Daughter of the late Earl of Carlot, a 
Family remarkable for the Fxtremes of 


Virtue and of Vice; — the Bride, who 
owed her being ſo only to Conflraint, 


having the moſt ſtrong Averſion that could 
be to the Duke, ſoon made him know how 


little Satisfaction there is to be found! in a 


Match where Love has f no Part. 
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They 1 not been married three Days 
| before ſhe gave publick Teſtimonies how 
much ſhe hated her Husband. The agree- 
able Barsnius was the Man ſhe adored, 
and ſhe had either too little the Power of 
diſguiſing her Inclinations, or too much 
Pride, to give herſelf the Trouble. The whole 
Town was ſenfible of the Affair, and the 
Duke ſufficently ridiculed for marrying into 


à Family famous for Intrigue.— He made a 


Complaint of it to the Counteſs, her Mother, 
but ſhe only laughed at the little Knowledge 
he ſeemed to have of the Behaviour of the 

Beau Monde; and was ſo far from checking 
her Daughter, that ſhe rather encourag'd a 
Diſpoſition, which (e ſaid) diſcover' d fo 
much Vivacity and Gallantry. 


Whether it was owing to hint of Spi- 
rit, that he did not endeavour to revenge his 
Injuries on him, through whoſe Inſinu- 
ations he had ſuſtain'd them, or to his 
Prudence, that he would not do any Thing 
which he thought might make his Diſgrace 
become more publick ; or through Tender- 
neſs for her who had occaſion'd it; has 


been the Cauſe of many Diſputes among 


. thoſe 


{ 99 ] 
thoſe, who were the moſt acquainted with 
him of his own Specie: but I, knew his 
Patience proceeded only from the latter: 
of thoſe Reaſors I mentioned, He 
paſſionately lov*d the unthinking Counteſs, 
and could not bear to do a Juiiice which 
ſhould occafion her an anxious Momer ts 
he rather choſe, by all the ſoft Endearments 
imaginable, to out-vye his Rival in Aſ- 
fiduity and Fondneſs, than to render him- 
ſelf yet more diſagreeable by Admonitiois g 
a Proof of Love, which few of that Sex, 
eſpecially thoſe of her haughty Temper, 

can brook to be troubled with ———- In 

fine, he laid by all the Authority of a 
Husband, and reſum'd the Obſequiouſneſs 
of the beſeeching Lover; — but to 

what purpoſe ? when once the Heart is 

truly poſſeſſed with a Paſſion, tis only 

in the Power of the beloved Object's Self 

to eraſe it. In ſpite of all he could 
do, Baronius ſtill triumph'd over him, all 
he did was graceful, all he ſaid enchanting; 
every Action, every Word of his was 


a Charm: and nothing in the good-natur'd, Fonds 


too ſubmiſſive Farl, had the Power to 
pleaſe her, - The amorous Pair conti- 
MITES: fo © 7 | 2 | nued 
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ed to induge themſelves in all the riot- 


ous Delights of looſe Deſire, for ſo long 


a Time, that their Conſtancy made the 
Paſlion they were poſſeſſed of, be believ'd 


was influenc'd by Cupid. So exactly, 


ſometimes, does that Demon, Luft, re- 
ſemble Love, that, *till the fatal Conſe- 
| quences of his Inſpiration convince the 
miſtaken Judger of his Error, the difference 
between them is not to be diſtinguiſh'd ; 
the other Flames may burn as fierce, 
may ſeem as bright, —— — but ſoon 
the Blaze goes out, leaves not a Glow to 
warm the Heart which lately was all on 
fire, and is no more remembred but by the 
Smoke of Infamy's black Vapour. 
ture never formed a F ace more exquiſitely, 

La Shape more delicate, an Air and Mein 
more enchanting than that of the Coun- 
teſs; and, to add to the Beauties of her 
Perſon, ſhe has a Wit the molt poinant that 
ever was, there is ſomething ſo irreſiſtibly 
ſtriking, ſo intelligible in her Eyes, that 
diſcovers to all who look upon her, without 


the Aid of Words, ſhe has a Soul full of a 


; thouſand Excellences: yet not all theſe 


Attractions, 


Na- 


3 

Attractions, —— not all theſe unequall'd 
Charms had the power to fix Baronius her's 
for ever z--——he grew ſatiated at laſt — 
her Sweets grew taſteleſs and inſipid, 
and to obtain in Marriage the Daughter 
of a petty Citizen, without Birth, without 
Beauty, without any other Qualification 
than her Wealth to recommend her, ſwore 
never to ſee the lovely Counteſs more.. 
The Vanity of the other did' not 
fail to blaze. abroad a Vow which ſle 
thought would. give ſo much Reputation 
to the Force of her own Charms: the was 
preſently inform'd of it; and Rage o'er- 
coming diſappointed Softneſs, reſolv'd he 
ſhould keep it in a ſtricter Manner, than her 
Pride would give her leave to imagine he 
deſign'd, and from that Moment carefully 
avoided him. That ſhe might the better 
do fo, and at the ſame Time have liberty to 
indulge her Spleen for a Treatment ſhe 
ſo little expected, ſhe pretended an Indiſ- 
poſition, and retir'd to a Place the Earl 
had in the Country. It had been a 
Maxim with her Mother, that there was 
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no Remedy ſo effectual to eraſe the Me. 
mory of an old Lover, as throwing herſelf 


into the Arms of a new. one :— -She 
was willing however to make Tryal of it 
a Lady ſo young and beautiful 


out not fail of Opportunities, and ſhe 
ſoon had it in her Power to write under the 


PS Ane ft. 


Baronius was in a little while forgot, and 
by entering into a Plurality of Amours, 


knew none of thoſe enflaving Fondneſſes 
ne before had felt in the Enjoyment of a 
ſingle one. The whole Time of her be- 
ing in the Country was one continual Scene 
of Gallantry 
ſible of it; and half diſtracted that he could 
not go to her by Reaſon of his Attendance 
on the Sovereign, and not daring to com- 
mand what he deſir'd, obtain'd the Favour 
of a Royal Mandate to oblige her immedi- 


the Earl was not inſen- 


ate A e at C ourt, 


Thus were the Country Ladies Aeppit 


deliver'd from an Enemy, too potent for 
their more feeble Charms to cope with, 


and 


*. N 
* 
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and every one now triumph'd in the Reſto- 
ration of 'a Husband, or a Lover, whoſe 
Hearts had for aTime been captiv*d by this. 
univerſal Rival. 


She was 2E much vexed that there was: 
any Thing on Earth which had the Power 
to rule her Actions, that ſhe grew ſullen 
and loſt very much of that Briskneſs of 
Deportment,. which had been the Encou- 
ragement of many who elſe would not. - 
have preſum'd to have diſcourſed her on the 
| ſcore of Gallantry ; and this Appearance 
of Reſerve, gave the Ear] ſome Hope that 
| ſhe might by Degrees be prevail'd on to 
think it the moſt becoming Manner of 

Behaviour, for a Woman in her Circum- 
| ſtances, who was not only a Wife, but 
a Mother of ſeveral Children, and whoſe 
Quality and Character in the World made 
her Actions more conſpicuous than thoſe 
of a leſs diſtinguiſh'd Rank. But 
this conſolatory Expectation laſted not 
| long, the Freedom of her Temper again 
return'd ,—— ſhe relapſed into her former, 
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Inadvertencies, and he no more had 
hope his Condition would ever alter. — 
She was not for ſome Years, however, 
after this, fam'd for any particular Intri- 
gue ; and though there was Room enough 
to imagine ſhe countenanced the Addreſſes 
of ſeveral young Noblemen about the Pa- 
lace, yet none could prove ſhe held a 
criminal Correſpondence with my one of 
them; beſides, whatever her Behav our 
was to him in private, ſhe treated the Earl, 
er Husband, in publick, with much more 
Civility than ſhe had been accuſtom'd to 
do, and his Patience became every Day leſs 
and leſs the Subject of Ridicule. 


She continued her Imprudence, but 
did nothing new, which could be prov'd 
diſhonourable ; —— and there being no 
preſent Theme for Scandal, the Town 
grew weary of talking of the paſt, —'Ti3 
poſſible their Affairs might till have been 
in this Poſition, if the Earl (who is cer- 
tainly of a Humour the moſt eaſily impos'd 
on in every Circumſtance of Life, of any 

i 11 389 Man 
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Man in the World) had not brought to 
his Houſe a Dependant and Creature. 


His Name was Melanthus, and bore the 
Title of Boronet, though the Gods never 
inſpir'd any of his Family to do an Action 
which could deſerve an Eſcutcheon : But 
as it is neither Virtue nor Bravery which 
are requiſite for Preferment in this Kingdom, 
his Father and. himſelf. found Means to 
wind themſelves fo far into the Favour of 
the Nobility, as to get Poſts, and thoſe 
not inconſiderable ones at Court. The 
younger had Arts which render'd him ex- 
tremely acceptable to the Ladies —— he 
danc'd well — ſung very agreeably—and 
was always furniſh'd with one Story or 
another for their Entertainment. | 
The Counteſs was immediately charm'd, 
and he had not the Liberty of viſiting 
there above a Month, before the Earl 
perceiv'd he had ſufficient Reaſons to re - 
pent his having brought him there. — 
Her Paſſion for Baronius had not been 
more viſible to his Obſervation—he grew 


fro] 

Awo diſtracted at the daily Inſtances of 

it—he reproach'd her in ſecret, but ſhe 
as little regarded his Reſentment, as ſhe had 
ever done his Tenderneſss. 


Never was Vexation greater than what 
he endur'd — he entertain'd this Violater 
of his Honour with all the Reſpect ima- 
ginable — and *tis probable, to know the 
Conſtraints he put on himſelf, and the Pain 
he underwent in ſtifling his too juſt Indig- 
nation, gave the Pride of this Upſtart as 
great a Satisfaction, as the Enjoyment of 

the lovilieſt Woman in the World did 
a contrary Paſſion. For more than two 

Tears was this Intrigue carried on, in all 

which Time, Intereſt kept the infur*d Huſ- 
band from diſcovering any Part of his Cha- 
grin to him who had occaſion*d it; how 
long he would have been able to have re- 
tain'd this Government of himſelf, is only 
known to Jupiter, — for Melanthus was ta- 
: ken with a loathſome Diſeaſe of which he 
died, pity'd by few, by none lamented, 


"bub the Counteſs; 3 had every one 
that 


[17 7 
that knew him join'd in one common Cry 
of. Lamentation, all had been drown'd | 
all had been huſh'd by thoſe of her De- 
ſpair ! 


The Earl was with her in her Dreſſing- room, 
when the Word was brought that he had 
breath*d his laſt. Is he then dead? ſaid 
ſne, ſtarting up, and looking wildly on 
the Perſon who had given the Account; 
which on her asking, he again repeated; 
and added alſo ſome Circumſtances of the 
Manner of his Death «« Then I will 
ee not live, rejoin'd ſhe, tearing her Hair 
and Garment, kleaven has done its 
* Worſt ſince Melanthus, my dear 
* ador'd Melanthus is no more! This 
„ World has nothing left that is worthy 
« of me.” -— She run on ſo faſt in theſe 
diſtracted Kind of Exclamations, that it 
was but in vain that the Earl both threat- 
ened and intreated her Silence. — She 
heard him not, regarded him not, 'til! 
taking her in his Arms, and forcing her 
| from the Floor, where ſhe had thrown her- 
wy ſelf, 


[16081 
ſelf. — Vou ſhall not thus, ſaid he, 
% with a loud and menacing Voice, ex- 
“ poſe yourſelf and me; if you are mad, 
I will have Perſons proper tor the Oc- 
caſion to attend you; nor ſhall you for 
e the future be truſted with yourſelf — 
there are dark Rooms, and Beds of 
* Straw, and other Requiſites for Ladies 
in your Condition to be found ſuch 
< Uſage may, perhaps, bring you to a 
«© juſt Senſe of what you owe my Charac- 
ter and your own, which too mild a 
©« Treatment has made you utterly for- 


yy 2 get.” 


It is probable ſhe liften'd to Part of 
theſe Words, for ſtruggling with her 
Might, and looſing herſelf from him.— 
« Villain! cry'd ſhe, Fool! always the 
Object of my Hate, now of my Scorn, 
„ know it is my only Pride, my only 
„Glory, to have been lov'd by. the ado- 
*© rable Melanthus and to gall thee 


* more, I will vo it too, avow it to the 
on Ho- 
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« Honour, as it is greater Pleaſure, to 
„ die with him, than it is to live with 
&« thee,” rd dh 


She had ſcarce finiſh'd this Declaration 
before ſhe was out of the Room — ſhe 
flew down Stairs, and through a great 

Court-Vard into the Street with ſuch Pre- 
cipitation, that it would have been impoſſi- 
ble for any one, not agitated with the 
ſame Vehemence of Paſſion, to have overs 
taken her, had the Surprize at the Extra- 
vagance of ſuch a Behaviour, not taken from 
them the Power of attempting it. The 
Earl remain'd with Part of her Robes in his 
Hands, which were torn in ſtruggling to 
get from him, like one whom a Bolt of 
Thunder had riveted to the Earth; her 
Woman, and Pages who were attending in 
the Anti-Chamber, and had heard all that 
| paſſed, ſeem'd little leſs aſtoniſh'd. - None 
had the Power of Utterance, for a Time ; 
but when they regain'd it, it is eaſy to be- 
lieve the Diſcourſe, which ſuch an Ad- 
venture occaſion'd, was not ſoon at an 
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In the mean While che Counteks, 
wholly bereft of Reaſon, wild with im- 
patient Sorrow, with Garments ruffled, 
and diſhevell'd Hair, ran through the 
Streets, regardleſs of the gaping Croud, 
which her diſtracted Looks and Diſhabillee 
had drawn about her, nor ſtop'd till at 
the Gate of that dear Houſe, in which 
| ſhe had paſſed ſo many happy Hours with 
her Soul's Darling Melantbus. — Demand- 
ing to ſee his Body, ſhe was admitted by 
the wondering Servant, —- But it would 
take more Time than I can ſpare, to re- 
count to you the various Turns of Frenzy 
which poſſeſſed her at Sight of an Ob- 
ject at once ſo ſhocking to Nature, and to 
| Love. — She clung about the cold and 
breathleſs Corpſe, bath'd it with her Tears, 
preſs'd the clammy Lips with hers, and 
ſeem'd to ſtrive to breathe her Soul be- 
tween them, as though ſhe had Hope to 
re-animate the ſtill-lov'd Heart, which had 
been uſed to dictate the tender Words 
_ __ 


It 


N * : 
. * 0 1 - 5 
* 2 4 
* y { F : o 
- = * 
b 8 ! 
-- 
7 N 5 4 
I I I ; ; 
15 — * 
0 * 
4 ; a * 0 * 
F 
4 
9 


It was not without the utmoſt Force, 
that ſome Perſons ſent by her Mother 
(whom the Earl had by this Time inform'd 
her of her Behaviour) tore her from this 

Scene of Horror; nor was it any Thing 
but the moſt watchful Diligence that pre- 
vented her from deſtroying herſelf, after ſhe 

was remov*d. age as 


She remain'd for fome Time in the Earl, 
her Husband's Houſe, in the moſt pitious 
Condition imaginable, nor when ſhe was, 
in all Appearance, perfectly recovered of 

that Violence of Paſſion, which might 
very well bear the Denomination of Mad- 
neſs, would ſhe conſent to eat, or ſleep 
with him; 'nay, not even to ſpeak to 


him; — neither did he ſeem” deſirous 
of it; therefore the Buildings being ex- 
tremely large, their Appartments were as 
diſtant from each other, as they could be 
5 order'd ; if they met, it was by Chance, 
and they paſſed each other but as Stran- 
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In this uneaſy and diſcontented State 
both languiſh'd away ſome Months, *till 
the Earl ſtill loving her with a Tender- 
neſs, which-not all her Ingratitude could 
eraſe,. yet aſham'd to acknowledge what 
he thought ſo great a Weakneſs, bethought 
him of a Method, which, *till then, never 
came into his Mind : He remember'd to ; 
have been told by ſome that knew her Sex, 
that many Women, who have little or no 
Senſe of Gratitude, have a very quick one 
of Jealouſy; and rather than not undo a 
Rival, would yield to that which no other 
Motive could induce them to accept: 
That Vanity which had, in her Days of 
SGaiety, been a very conſpicuous Part of 
the Counteſs's Character, inclin*d him 
to believe, that if he counterfeited a 
Paſſion for another, it might give her 
ſome Alarms the Conſequence of 
which could not but be favourable to 
him. | | 


Full 
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Full of this Hope, he made his Ad- 
dreſſes to a Creature of almoſt the moſt 
indifferent Figure he could chuſe out, 
on Purpoſe that ſhe might receive the 
more poinant Shock, —— when ſhe 
reflected, that the Man who had poſ- 
ſeſſed her, could after feel a Paſſion 
for one ſo every Way the reverſe. 
He entertain'd her in ſo publick and 
ſo ſplendid a Manner, that the whole 
Town rang of it. Every body was 
ſurpriz'd at the Alteration — ſome 
blam'd his Choice, others commended 
his Refentment, which they imagin'd it 
proceeded from; but few ſaw into the 
true Reaſon of it. | 


Perceiving all he yet had done, work'd 
not the Effect he aim'd at, he went far- 
ther, made her a Settlement of a thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year and at laſt 


took her into the Houſe, and lodg'd 
her in an Appartment next to the Coun- 


As 
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As regardleſs as ſhe really was of 
all he had done before, this laſt Action 
piqu'd her to the Soul; ſhe could not 
bear ſo near a Neighbourhood of a Wo- 
man whom ſhe, and all the World, be- 
liev'd her Husband's Midreſs, though 
a Husband ſhe had never lov'd, and 
reſoly'd never to Bed with more : —- 
But knowing herſelf too guilty, and too. 
publickly ſo, to complain, ſhe diſguis'd 
the Chagrin ſhe conceiv'd at it, while 


* he tarried in the Houſe, which indeed 


was no longer than her Equipage could 
be got ready. — She took Shipping 
in a very little Time, and left the 
| —_ 


The Earl, either aſflam'd to deſcend 
fo far; after her Uſage, or becauſe he 
knew it would be in vain, did not en- 
deavour to ſtop her —— and what 
the Conſequence of this Seperation will 
be, the myſterious Book of Fate can 

only 
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only ſay. — But if one may form a 
; | Gueſs by the Place ſhe has made Choice 

of, for her Retirement, it is not with 
a Deſign to lead the Life of a Recluſe, 
that ſhe is gone. 
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_— CHarLoTTa DER Mar. 
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Y no Deſert, by no good Quality, 

but the Recommendation. of a great 
Sum of Money to her Dowry, Charlo/ta 
was rais'd to the Title ſhe is now poſſeſs'd 
of. A young Marquiſs at his Com- 
ing to his Eſtate, found it very much 
involv'd, Money therefore was what he 
wanted to pay off the Mortgages; and 
Cbarlotta being poſſes'd of that, he requir'd 
not the Addition of any other Charm. 
His Marriage with her did indeed. ſet free 
„ his 
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kis Patrimony, but entail'd a Load of An- 
guiſh-on his Heart, which all the Wealth 
in the Univerſe could not buy off: it muſt 
be confeſs'd that at firſt he gave her ſome 
little Occaſion of Chagrin, by giving into 
thoſe Debaucheries which amang the No- 
bility of this Nation are become too ſaſhion- 
ble. he gamed, drank hard, had his 
Amours, but none of theſe to a ſcandalous 
Exceſs- nor could he be ever tax d, 
even in his looſeſt Hours, of doing an ill- 
natur'd or diſhonourable Action. — Had 

he been bleſs'd with a Wife who knew how 

to uſe proper Methods to reclaim him, he 
had doubtleſs much ſooner been brought 
to quit thoſe Extravagancies, which at worſt 
could be call'd no other than the Sallies of 
Youth, and which Cuſtom, and the Com- 
pany he kept, made appear more excuſable 
to his Reflection, than in reality they were. 
But Charlotta of a perverſe and peeviſh 
Diſpoſition, took not the leaſt Care to 
make Home pleaſing to him on the 
contrary, ſhe was for ever upbraiding him 
with the vat F ortune ſhe had brough him 


— 
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— telling him ſhe wiſh'd ſhe had 
never ſeen his Face,, —— that he was 
an unworthy Man; and all this ſhe utter'd 
in the rudeſt Manner, for ſhe had neither 
2A natural Genius, nor the Improvements 
of Education to render her polite, or o- 
1 


How little ſuch a Behaviour was likely 
to ſucceed, any one may judge the 
Provocations on both Sides increaſed daily, 
| Fill at laſt their Manner of living together 
was intolerable :! — Cupid had never been 
by either of them conſulted in the Nuptials 
neither of them had ſeen in the other any 
Thing to create a tender Wiſh: He had 
married her meerly for the Sake of In- 
tereſt and Convenience; ſhe, him, for 
Title and Precedence : And both thinking 
the ed a greater Evil than the Diſeaſe, 
Join'd to curſe the Tye they had not Power 
to break. | 


The aa Diſagreement between 
them, was too publick not to occaſion ſuch 


kind of Converſation : as commonly fills the 
_ Town 
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Town when ſuch Eruptions happen; and 
when once *tis known that a Husband and 
Wife are at Enmity with each other, it lays 
the Woman open to all Manner of Temp- 
tations. 


As few Attractions as Charlotta was 
Miſtreſs of, ſhe was not without thoſe who 
fore ſhe had more than any of her Sex, 
nor did ſhe want a good Share of that 
Foible which molt of them are poſieſs'd 
of, that Vanity of believing all that was 
faid in her Praiſe, -— This Love of Flat» 
tery, join*d to the Inſinuations of ſome 
Women- Acqtaintance, led her into Secrets 
to which before ſhe was altogether a gra: ger 
——ſhe fell, as it were, inſenſily into In- 
trigue; but when once enter'd, the greateſt 
Maſchiavellian of her Sex that Way, could 


N out- de her in Stratagem 1 Arti- 
es. 


* * » 
* * + > 
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She and two more Ladies fom'd a Ca 
bal, ſwore to maintain the Secrets of 
each other with an inviolable Fidelity, 
and to do their utmoſt to expoſe and 
tender odious all Womankind beſides 
. . „ 


— me 
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they uſed frequently to go out upon Paries, 
as they term'd it, that is, pretended a Jaunt, 
into the Country, which in Reality was no 
farther than a Bagnio: each had her Gal- 
lant, thought not always the ſame, for this 
Triumvirate had concluded it impolitick 
that each ſhould. have no more e: chan one 
String to her *. N 


It would be too tedious to recount their 
various Amours no Degree, no Rank, 
no Complexion, but they made Trial of, till 
by a long Continuance in theſe vicious Prac- 
tices, Charlotta grew bold in Infamy, and 
ſeem'd to glory in her Shameleſſneſs.— 
She gave a Proof of it, which I queſtion 
if the moſt abandon'd trading Proftitute 


* . would not have bluſh'd to have done 


ſhe would have her Favourite Woman 
Eliza lie on a Pallet by her, whenever ſhe 
receiv'd a new Gallant in Bed, ſaying, ſhe 
_ would make her judge which of them ap- 
pear'd to have the greateſt Paſſion for her, 
and was molt worthy of her Embraces. 


- *Tis certain, however, that among the 
Mu alice of her Enamoratoes, young 
e 


[ 
- % 
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Nova was for a great while the reigning 


Monarch of. her Soul; inſomuch, that 
| when he was obliged to take a long Voyage, 


- whence he did not return ſo ſoon as was 
expected, ſhe had recourſe to Sigils, Charms, 


Taliſmans, and Hell only knows what 


Arts to bring him back. She went 
to a Pretender in the Diabolical Science 
(of which there are a great Number in this 
Iſland) and told him if he could give her 
this Proof of his Skill, ſhe would ſpare 
no Colt to gratify | him. He aſſured her, 


'twas in his Power, but that the Expence 
would be great, and to defray it, ſhe muſt 
lay down at leaſt a hundred Pounds. She 


made no ſcruple of giving what he de- 


manded, and deſired he would be as expedi- 


tious in the Affair as poſſible. 


A Day was FR for this hl of his Capa- 
city, and ſhe coming according to Ap- 
pointment, a Circle was made, in the mid- 


dle of which ſhe was placed, with a ſtrict | 


Charge neither to move, nor ſpeak, what- 
ever happen'd. 
the had Courage enough to obey———and 


all things ready, he began his Incantations. 
F * 1: : """m_ Atm bs 
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This ſhe aſſur'd him 
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— An Image was made in Wax, reſem ö 
bling Narvatos, which, with other magical 
Preparations, were thrown into a Pot, 
under which ſtood a Chafing-Diſn, with 
_ , Ingredients for Fire, when the Conjurer 
ſhould find a lucky Moment to kindle 
it. | 


- He tumbled over a great Number of 
3 Leaves of a Book he held in his Hand, 
then muttering a long unintelligible Invo- 
cation, with a great deal of Solemnity 
lighted the fatal Fewel. — The Fumiga- 
tion immediately grew ſo ſtrong, and the 
Stench ſo horridly ſuffocating, that Char- 
lotta was unable to endure it; and ſtart- 
ing up, cry'd . * What have you 
done? O Jupiter! J am poiſon'd.“ 
he Fellow feign'd to be in a prodigi- 
ous Rage, threw down his Book, and told 
her ſhe had ruin'd all; and if ſhe would 
have the Deſign go on, and Narvatos re- 
call'd, ſhe muſt produce the ſame Sum ſhe 
had given him before, for he muit now 
begin all again.—She had too much Senſe 
not to ſee into the Meaning of the Trick 
es had put _ her, and would not be 

RN 8 cheated 
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cheated twice—nay, ſhe was ſo angry at 


the Impoſition, that ſhe would have ſued 
him openly by Form of Law, to oblige him 


to return the Money he had taken, if a 


certain Lady, to whom ſhe told the Affair, 
and who had more Concern for her Repu- 
tation than ſhe had herſelf, had not with 
a great many Parſuaſions Prevail'd | on her 
to let it die. 


None of her Spells having any Effect, 


and Narvatos not returning, ſhe at length 


grew weary of wiſhing for him, and fought 
her Conſolation in Embraces leſs difficult 
to be obtain'd. In the mean time, the 


Marquiſs perfectly acquainted with her 


monſtrous Actions, was endeavouring 2 


Divorce, not doubting but that it would 


be eaſy to prove, her Behaviour had highly 
juſtified his Proceedings in that Manner 


againſt her, — She was ſecretly inſorm'd 
of it; and before he could get amy Pro- 


ceſs out, found Means to give ſomething 
in his Meat, which, for a Time, wholly. 


| ny him of the Uſe of his Reaſon — 
: _ he 
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he © was for three Years like a Man infa 


tuated. 


This ſhe kepe cloſe from the Eye of 
the World, and pretending he was only 


a little indiſpos'd — in his Delirium made 
him aſſign the entire Management of his 
Eſtate to her. — She had been made to 


believe, by thoſe that prepar'd them for 
her, that the pernicious Drugs ſhe had 
given him, would not ceaſe their Effects 


till Death — but ſhe found the Deceit at a 


Time ſhe leaſt ſupected it. — All on a ſud- 


den he recover'd as from a long Sleep; and 
haſtily leaving the Place ſhe had conceal'd 
him in, applied to Officers proper for that 


Purpoſe ; and bringing them with him, 


broke into his Houſe, ſurpriz'd her in the 
midſt of her Riots; and ſeizing on every 


Thing that belong'd to her, turn'd her, 


and thoſe of the Family, which he had 
Reaſon to ſuſpe& had been her Adherents, 


He now purſued his In- 


out of Doors. 


tention of being divorced with all imagina- 
ble Vigour; and had not been unſucceſſ- 


ful 


— 
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ful in his Endeavours, if Death had not put 
an End to his Proſecution. 


He left behind him two Sons and a Daugh- 
ter, a young Lady of an uncommon Beauty 
— her Fate is juſtly deſerving Commiſera- 
tion, ſince her too great Tenderneſs for a 
Mother, tho” an unworthy one, would not 
ſuffer her to leave her in her Affliction, tho? 
commanded by the Marquiſs to do ſo; 
which incenſed him ſo far, as to make him 
forget he was a Father,- and' cut her off at 
once from his Favour and Fortune. 
She is doubly undone in her Intereſt and 
Reputation by this Diviſion between her 
Parents ; but 'tis to be hoped her Brother 
may repair the one, the other 'tis impoſſi- 
ble ſhould ever be retriev*d, at leaſt whilft 
ſhe*continues to reſide with the Marchio- 
neſs. - ; - 


As for that Wanton, ſhe is ſc vr from 
having any Remorſe for the Crimes ſhe 
has been guilty of, that ſhe adds daily to 
the Number of them; and though her 
own Sans avoid her Preſence, and have 
80 | obliged - 
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obliged her to commence a Suit in Law 
againſt them for her Dower, though the 
whole World contemns her, and all the 
Virtuous hate her; though ſhe finds her- 
ſelf a Companion for none but the moſt 
abandon'd and profligate Part of the Crea- 
tion, yet ſhe regards it not, but perſe- 
veres in thoſe Vices which have juſtly 
rer der'd her ſo deteſtable both to the 
Gods, and all good Men. 


THE 
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ULIANA was Partaker of all the Vices 

of the Marchioneſs, always one of Her 
Party, and Partner in moſt of the ſame 
Scenes of Debauchery. She is full as 
looſe in her Inclinations, but more avara- 
cious in her Humour; and *tis not to be 
wonder'd at, that ſuch a Compoſition 
ſhould be _— of E Kind of | 
Evil. 


She began to intrigue at. a: very early 


Age, and grew immediately a Proficient 
in the Art.—That Modeſty, which is, or 
ought 
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ought to be the Characteriſtick of Woman- 
'hood, was thrown off with her Bib and 
Apron—and ſhe ſo ſoon forgot what it was 
to bluſh ; and was ſo careleſs in concealing 
her Amours, that at Fifteen ſhe was ſur- 
pria'd even in the very Act of Shame with 
Polydore, by two of his Companions; ſhe only 
laugb'd, and told them hey willed them- 
{elves 1 in his Place, 


Even Inceſt was not capable of ſhocking 
her; having in a few Years run thro' a 
handſome Fortune, ſhe receiv'd a Main- 
tehance from two Brothers, who by turns 
careſs'd her, and by Conſent contributed 

to her Support. Aiter ſubmitting to the 
_ Circumirance of a kept Miſtreſs, ſhe be- 
came the molt mercenary, and ſelt- inter- 
e bed of all that ever ſollow'd the Profeſ- 
fron — the moſt deſpicable of Man- 
End, if they had Wealth, were welcome 
to her Arms; but without that Charm, 
not the moit lovely could be receiv'd. — 
Till her Acquigtance with Charlotia and 
the Wife of a certain great Man, ſince 
W . dei 


e 
dead, ſhe preſerv'd this Principle, but 
thoſe Ladies ſoon convinced her of the 
Poſſibility of indulging herſelf in Pleaſures 
without Prejudice to her Intereſt; and be- 
ing once brought into the Party, confeſſed 
ſhe found her Account in it. This 
Triumvirate had a League among them 
ſelves, never to interfere with each other's 
Property, and to be aiding and aſſiſting 
to each other as much as poſſible in the 
procuring new Conqueſts, and ſecuring 
former ones. She now gave a Looſe 
to Deſires of à far different Nature than | 
the Love of Gold, but had the Addreſs 
to divide herſelf between the two Paſſions, - ; 
ſo as to prevent the one from being any Fl 
way prejudicial] to the other. One 
Hour of Love was ſucceeded by another 
of Intereſt. — — She was ſo exact an Oe- 
conomiſt, and. made ſo good Uſe of her 
Time that ſhe. had always an Opportunity 
of being happy with the Man ſhe liked, 
and never miſs'd one with the Man whoſe 
Purſe was at her Devotion. 
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It was in this deteftable Manner ſhe 
liv'd, till the Baron de Bone grew infatuated 
| by her deſtructive Charms, and, contrary 
to all Advice, took her to his honourable 

Embraces. | 


He married her without any other Por- 
tion than a Load of Infamy, and behav'd 
himſelf to her in a Manner very different 
from that with which he had treated 
his former Wife, tho* ſhe had been a 
moſt accompliſh'd Lady, was deſcended 
from one of the beſt Families among the 
Gentry in the Iſland, - and had ever de- 
ſervedly bore the Character of a Woman 
of nice Honour and Virtue. But *tis 
this that drives the God of Love from any 

longer Reſidence among theſe ungrateful 
People; if they love at all, it is always 
an Object undeſerving Affection the 
Favourite and moſt conſpicuous Attributes 
of Cupid, Conſtancy and Sincerity, are 
deſpis'd, illtreated, and a little ſuperficial 
Beauty, or the Reputation of a trifling 

ky | 
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flaſhy Wit, triumphs over the moſt excel- 
lent Qualifications of the Soul. 


The Baron doated on his unenvy'd 
Happineſs; and though ſhe proſecuted her 
former Pleaſures with little leſs Privacy than 
before, he was blind to her Faults, conti- 
nued his Fondneſs to her, and by his laſt 
Teſtament left her poſleſs'd of the greateſt 
Part of his Wealth, though to the entire 
Diſappointment and Ruin of one of the 
fineſt Youths in the World, his Nephew, 
and whom he had the Charge of from 
his Infancy, with his Promiſe to make a 
Proviſion for him proportionable to his 
Birth. | ——— This vile Woman, his Uncle 
yet unburied, turn'd him out of Doors, 
and he has been ſince obliged to Law to 
give him even that ſmall Pittance the Ba- 


ron left him. 


Notwithſtanding the Riches fhe was 
poſſeſs*'d of by the Dotage and Death of 
her Husband, ſhe thought it not beneath 
her to add to them, by making Sale of her 

„ t9- - + Fa- 
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Favours to thoſe whoſe Inclinations led 
them to become Cuſtomers, and has by 
thoſe ſhamefu] Meaſures amaſs'd together 
a vait heap of Money She 1s now paſt 
her Prime : but {till finds ſome who think 
her very defirable —— She is oblig'd in- 
| deed to make Advances, and ſoftens her 
Charms much more than ſhe was accuſ- 


ton. 


the ſevere and haughty Air in 
Youth ited Admiration; but in 
her Peclenſion, would be far from an- 
| twering her Aim. Her Voice now 
wears a tender Accent, > Her Eyes perſuaſive 


* Glances. 


Viperius deſcended from a F amily lit- 
tlediilinguiſh'd for any extraordinary Qua- 
Hffication, none of them have done 
any Thing worthy of bearing Arms, 
nor is he any more than a Trading 


Citizen, though a much more eminent one 

than a y of his Anceſtors. His natural 

Capacity and Cunning, and Readineſs 

to con form to any Principles which would 

beof Advantage towards his getting Money, 
render'd 
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render'd him a fit Engine for the great 
Mover of this Machine. Long Cuſtom 
had made the Art of Deceiving ſo habi- 
tual to him, that to have been em ploy'd 
in any Concern where Honeſty and fair 
Dealing were requiſite to make him a 
Gainer, he would have found it difficult to 
render himſelf capable; but in a Buſineſs 
where both Profit and Inclination joir*d to 
make him diligent, 'tis almoſt incredible 
want vaſt Advantages he has made by it. 
But as avaricious as he is in every 
other Affair of Life none can be more pro- 
fuſely laviſh than he is in the Gratifica- 
tion of his brutal Taclination : The moſt 
Profligate of Womankind have been taken 
and ſupported by him, in a Faſhion which 
has made thoſe of Quality look on the fine 
Preſents with which he adorn'd them, with 
as much Envy, as they did with Contempt - 
on the Means by which they had acquir'd 
them. *T1s the Knowledge of this 
which makes Juliana ſo willing to en- 
gage him; and *tis not to be doubted but 
| the will find all thoſe Advantages ſhe ex. 
pects in an Intimacy with him. . 


Moderno 
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Moderno has not one good Quality to re- 

commend him, unleſs Vanity, Oſtentation, 
Pride and Ill- nature may be allow'd to be 
of the Number; but that which has won 
him the Ladies Favour, is, that he is al- 
ways the firſt in the Faſhion, as to his 
Dreſs, can inſtruct them in the modelling 
theirs, and has an unwearied Propenſity 
to Scandal; he is one that never ſpeaks 
ill of any to their Faces, nor well be- 
hind their Backs: He has all the News of 
the Town ; and what he wants in Intel- 
ligence, he makes up with Invention, ſo is 
never at a Loſs for Converſation, 


With theſe Materials, and a vaſt Stock 
of Aſſurance, he ſets up for a Wit, and 
values himſelf as much on the Reputation 
of being one, as he does in the Rever- 
fion of an Eftate, at preſent in the Poſ- 
ſefion of an Uncle, who has a greater 
Regard for Merit, than to, ſuffer any Part 
of it to deſcend where there is ſo viſible a 
| Deficiency, if he can any way avoid 1t. 
—— - He is taking all poſſible Meaſures to 
cut off the Intail; and it is highly proba- 
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ble this Fop, may, in the End, find him- 
ſelf as much miſtaken in his Hope of be- 
ing rich, as thoſe who have been weak 
enough to confide in what he has told 
them, have done of his Veracity and good 
Senſe. 


He drop'd in a publick Coffee-Houſe, | 
the other Day, a Packet of Letters, writ- 
ten to him by ſeveral Ladies, with a 
Deſign to expoſe them, and make known 
the Force of his own Charms; but a S:/ph, 
who happen'd to have a particular Regard 
for one of the fair Scriblers, prevented his 
Intention, and ſnatch'd it from the Ground 
unſeen by any body: — Swift as an Ar- 
row from the twanging Bow, he cut the 
yielding Air, and reach'd O/ympas, where, 
at that Time a general Aſſembly of the 


Gods commanded Cupid's Attendance—— 
The charitable Spirit reveal'd the intended 
Evil, and begg'd he would no more truſt, 

with his Darts, a Wretch ſo incapable of 

uſing them, either to his Honour, or that 


of the Fair Sex, who felt their Power. — 
vg 
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Nothing could be more tender than ſome 


of thoſe Letters. —— But you ſhall Judge 


of them: 7] 
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To the moſt agreeable. of his 


Sex, the charming and ac- 


_ compliſh'd MO DERMO. 


F Love were a Paſſion that would 
admit of Argument, how many 


could I raiſe in Oppoſition to the Ten- 
«© derneſs I feel for you. Not but when 


<c 
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ro * 4 C 
#44 ** * 


'Cc 


cc 


Cc* 


I conſider the numberleſs Perfections 


you are Maſter of, even Reaſon tells 


me you are worthy of all a Woman 
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can beſtoẽw; — — but then your In- 
conſtancy, that cruel Mutability of 
Temper, which renders it impoſſible to 
have any Dependence on your Words 
or Oaths, makes you the moſt dange- 
rous of all created Beings —- tis un- 
ſafe to hear you; ſure Deſtruction at- 
tends the unwary Nymph; who liſtens 


to your — Accents. — I know 
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] am loſt.— I ſee my Ruin, yet have not 


Power to ſhun the dear Deceit. 
In pity come no more near me avoid 
my Preſence — tell me you hate me 
do any Thing rather than undo 
me by a pretended Softneſs, which I well 


know your Heart is incapable of feeling 


but oh | the mad Requeſt! how 
could I ſupport the Grant of it] -——- 
How bear the Pangs of an eternal 
Abſence ! I live but in your Love 
falſe though I know your Vows, they 
yet are all that my fond Soul can cheriſh 
as a Bleſſing — haſte then to repeat 
them — to charm me to an Extaſy — 


regard not the wild Extravagancies of a 


Paſſion, which knows not what to 
with, to hope or fear. — Do you in- 
ſtruct me, inform my wandering Senſe, 
convert the leſs pleaſing Agitations all 


into Deſire, and raiſe to Immortality the 
whole Soul of 


The diftradtedly enamour'd 
HORTEUNA. 
A 
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P. S. I ſhall expect you this Evening 
&« fail not to come, if you eſteem my Love, 
or think me worthy of yours.“ 


This Billet was written by the Daughter 
of a certain Marquiſs, who refuſing the 
honourable Pretenſions of one of the fineſt 
young Noblemen in the Iſland, liſten'd 
to the undoing Addreſſes of this Mo- 
derno. He has ſince that debauch'd her; 
the had a Child by him, of which ſhe 
was deliver'd at a Midwife's Houſe, pri- 
vately, as ſhe thought; but the Affair 
took Wind, and her Father has ſent her 
to an Aunt's in the Country; where ſhe ſtill 

lives in a Retirement and Reſtraint, far 
unſuitable to her Inclinations. But this 
Adventure is not the moſt remarkable that 
has happen'd to Moderno, as you will per- 
ceive, when you have proceeded a little far- 
ther in * Packet. 


— 


Try 1 


To the Angel of my Wiſhes, my 
dear, dear MODE RIVO. 


Long'd for an Opportunity to let 
9 you know what paſſed ſince laſt 
Night; dearly had I like to have pur- 
** chas'd thoſe few happy Moments in 
which I had you in my Arms. My 
“ Husband, unknown to me, was in an 
„% Arbour all the while, and croſſed the 
Garden, juſt as you paſſed through it 
eto the Back-Gate : He heard the Door 
unlock; and believing it to be Thieves, 
e rais'd the Houſe immediately: All the 
« Servants were diſpatch'd, ſome one 
«* Way, ſome another, with Lights, and 
a ſtrict Charge to be careful in their 
“Search; but they returning without be- 
ing able to bring any Intelligence, which 
was rather owing to my good Fortune 
7 5 your Caution, he grew ſullen on 
a ſudden, and put me into a terrible 
« Apprehenſion, thas he was ſuſpicious of 
the Trat. I was * much alarm'd at 


= - 


it, knowing how violent he is in all his 


| 1 1 40 }, 


Paſſions, that I believe it would have 
gone nigh to have thrown me into a 


Swoon, if he had not as ſoon as we 


were alone, told me that he was ſtrange- 
ly uneaſy : For he certainly had ſeen the 


Appearance of a Man, and that he be- 
liev'd it was a Spirit. 
made me acquainted with a long Story, 
which 'till then I had never heard; that 


He then 


having in his Youth fought a. Duel with 
a young Baronet, he had the Misfortune 
of wounding him mortally.— This 


Suggeſtion had taken ſo deep a Root in 
him, that all I could ſay was ineffectual 


to remove it: He ſtedfaſtly believes 


©. you were the Spirit of that departed 


Gentleman, and expects no other than 
that he ſhall be haunted by this per- 
turb'd Apparition. I could not for- 


bear being ſurpriz 85 at firſt, that a Man 
of his good Senfe in other Things 
ſhould ſo unaccountably be poſſeſſed of 


a Whimſey like this; -—— but on ſe- 
cond Thoughts was well enough pleas'd 


| at. it; gz — for 1 fancy it may be of n 


WIE „ ſmall 


* 


„Arms. 
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« ſmall Service to the promoting our Con- 
« verſation. If he ſhould happen to 
« ſurprize us, it is but my counterfeiting 
* prodigious Terror, and crying out, 
« a Ghoſt! a Ghoſt! and he will ſcarce 

come near enough to diſtinguiſh ths 
“ Fleſh from the Spirit. — I confeſs I 
% had no little Diverſion in my Thoughts 
« ſince this Knowledge of his Prepo- 
& ſeſſion, I wiſh it may afford you as much, 
and that I were Conjurer enough to ſet 


« a Spell to keep the dear charming Ap- | 


* parition for ever in the Circle of my 


I am with all imaginable 


« Tranſport, 
My lovely MOD E RNO's 
Eternally devoted 


ISABELLA. © 


« P. S. I had forgot to let you know my 
« Spouſe will be abroad all the Afternoon, 
* and you may venture to come, without 
“ Danger of Exorciſm : Farewell, The 
little Sleep I had after you left me, was 
e taken up in dreaming of you.? 
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Jabella was a Woman who had the 
moſt doating Husband on Earth; he ſtu- 
died nothing ſo much as how to pleaſe her, 
and had ſettled a Jointure on her, vaſtly 
beyond the Expectations of her Friends: 
but ſhe ſold the Reverſion of it, made an 
Elopement from her Husband, and hav- 
ing ſquander'd away the beſt Part of her 
Money, and being in a little Time abandon'd 
by Moderno, lives now at large, contemn'd 
by all who know her. But neither 
this, nor the former Letter, can afford you 
half the Matter of Reflection as will the next 
you ſhall Fs. 


; To my Soul's Joy and Care, the 
moſt adorable MO DE RMWVO. 


1 Receiv'd your laſt, if. poſſible, with 
1 greater Tranſport than any of your 
former Ones, becauſe it gives me an Op- 
* portunity of proving the Sincerity of 
„ Affection, but am amazed, my dear 
— 2 | «© Mederno, ſhould make any Apology for 
* | his 


« do. 


as 12S 
« his Requeſt to one that loves him as T 


I ſend you encloſed the trifl- 
« ing b you writ for; and be aſſured, 


« that to ſerve you, I would not refuſe 


« a much greater, were it in my Power, 

6 I only wiſh I had the Means to put you ; 
« paſt thoſe Dangers you fear, ——If I 
* had been bleſs'd with your Affection 
« ſooner, it had been better for us both; 
then ſhould have given you Inſtances. 
e of my Love worth your receiving. 


My Daughter ſhould have been yet un- 


« married, if Money was the Requiſite to 
« get her a Husband, and my Son have 
e had an Education leſs expenſive ; but 
“ as J have reduced myſelf by a too fond 
“ maternal Care, I am aſhamed to think 
„ how little I am able to ſhow the Fer- 
« yency of my Zeal for the dear Intereſt of 
* the charming Moderno.—— However, 3 
„ beg you will always command me; 
and when you no longer reap any Bene- 


A 


* fe from Wege Wiles, billvead 
© it is, that you ſuffer only through my 
© Inability, 


There yet remains ſome 


Timber . 
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Timber on the Land which I have 
© Power to cut down, and ſome Plate 
in my Bureau which I am not tied from 

the diſpoſal of; and if another Accident 

of this Kind or any other ſhould happen, 
I beg you will make the te uſe of my 
Friendſhip as now. To the laſt 

Guinea all is yours, and you may eaſily 

believe it when you are already convinc'd 
e that you are the entire Poſſeſſor of my 

«© Soul, and that there is nothing on Earth 

** ſo dear and valuable as Moderno, to his 


Py a 
* 


= . 
A 


Mott paſſionate, and 
Ever faichful 


SOPHRONIA 


- This Woman i the Jeſt of all ab 
know her, and even deſpis'd by that De- 
mon, whoſe Influence obliges her to act 
in a manner ſo contradictory to Reaſon, 
aad indeed to Nature : it is not above five 
Moons fince ſhe buried her third Husband, 
for whoſe Sake ſhe had almoſt given up all 


the Frugality her two former ones had 
amals'd z 3 
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amaſs'd 3 yet 1s ſhe now equally. -——ftadted: | 


by Moderno, The Sum mention'd in the 
Letter was no leſs than one thouſand Pounds, 
but that was but the Beginning of the Fa- 
yours he requir'd: Whenever he loit at 
play, or ſaw a fine Jewel he had a mind 
to purchaſe, it was to Sopbronia he had, 
recourſe ; *tiil ſhe has now little left to 


beſtow, but the Continuance of thoſe amor- 
ous Fondneſſes, which were ſc rce ſuppor- 
table, even when he was a Gainer by the 


Frenzy which inſpir'd her to treat him with 
them, but are now no longer worth the 
Pains of Diſſimulation. Age there- 
fore has its Follies as well as Youth ; and 
the Inhabitants of this Ile are fo Abe 


from theſe noble Principles they once boaſ- 


ted to excel all other Nations in, that they 
are now Objects of Pity to thoſe Natians 
who envied them before, —- Nature is ſo 


much inverted, that that Sex whoſe Right | 


'tis to attract and command, are the firſt 
who ſue for what they ought to Vs and 
court Undoing. as a Favour, How . 


many Men are there who have no other 


Dependance, and owe their whale Support 
e 


*, 
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e e 
to the laviſh//and unbecoming Fondneſs of 
Womankind 1 tis grown a kind of Trade, 
and neither Sex bluſh to be oblig d this 
Way. —Oh! why do theſe deteſted bargain- 


125 makers blaſpheme the Name of Love, and 
call theſe purchas'd, theſe polluted Joys 


the Rewards of Love ! Baſe, mean, aban- 
doned, mercenary Proftitutes! How dare 
they impute that to the Influence of Cu- 
pid, which only Luſt and ſordid Intereſt 
excites, and where, as one of their. own 
Poets, fays, Ae 1110 

— Cou'd the Experiment be try'd, 

A Peg with e would not be 


bey deny 0 bl ic 80 
= 
"Tha next Billet contain? theſe Words 


P To the eberlaſting Charmer of 
my Nights, and Joy of my 
' Days, my lovely Mopzrxo: 


40 Liars been i in all the Confuſion 3 ima- 


ginable fir nce you left me; What 
«could you mean by going away ſo 
«abruptly? J expected to have beef: bleſ- | 
a with your dear * the Wen 


4466 


2 * 
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Night, I ſhould f K have made a Pre- 
tence to have got rid of thoſe ticuble- 
ſome Impertinents, that came to viſit 
me : But I fear, you were glad. of an 
Excuſe to leave me; nor are my Suſp.- 


cions without Cauſe. Leonora hurr.. 
ter you immediately, and ore who kn. w3 


all her Secrets, aſſur'd me you nad 


made an Aſſignation with her by your 


Eyes; — ſhe told me alſo, that this 


was not the firſt Time you had been 


together ; and that ſhe had ſeen Let- 
ters from you, containing the moſt ten- 
der Declarations of Love imaginable. 


— If this be true, how truly miſerable 


is Eleonora? To have you mine, 
and wholly mine, I would with Plca- 


ſure forego all other Conſiderations ; 


but dear as you are, I cannot conſent 
to ſhare you with another, —No, when- 
ever the cruel Certainty of that arrives, 


I never will conſent to ſee you more ; 

PII tear myſelf from all thoſe Joys, 
thoſe nameleſs, numberleſs, inconceiv- 
* able Felicities your Preſence gives — 
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though in executing this Reſolution, I 


muſt endure Agonies, ſuch as they tell 


us are the Portion of the damn'd. —- 
Oh! Meoderno, what do I feel in but 
the bare Imagination that thou canſt 
be falſe! Lovely Undoer of my Peace, 
be quick to prove Leonora in the wrong. 


What we wiſh, we eaſibly believe, 
my fond Soul would give the Lie to 
a Perſon of more Veracity than ſhe, if 


vou profeſſed your Innocence; — Haſte 
t then to bleſs me with your Vows, thoſe 

© ſoft, thoſe tender, thoſe prevailing Vows, 

which have had the Power to render 


thoſe I made to Heaven, and my too 
cautious Friends, of no Effect: — In 


thy dear Arms let me loſe all my Fears, 


and with renew'd Endearments drive 
from my tormented Breaſt this Devil, 
Jealouſy. — Stay not to write, there is 
nothing but your Preſence can give me 
Eaſe. If all I heard be not Truth----if 


deed I am not the moſt unhappy, 


© the moſt er aha of all my ealy yield- 
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« ing Sex, come with the Bearer, and 
“ meet with equal Ardours, equal Exta- 
4 cies, the 


— — 


—— 


Impatient, the Adoring, 


The Heart-tortur'd' 


EL EAN ORA. 


The next Billet which preſented itſelf, 
ſeeming to be writ by the ſame Hand, I pro- 
ceeded to examine what it contain'd, which 
was in this Manner. 


To the moſt ungrateful of Man- 
kind, the perjured, but ſtill 


dear MODERN O. 


T is then true that I am loſt, be- 

- tray'd, abandon'd ; your Silence, and 

“ your Abſence confeſs your Inconſtancy, 
and ſhow me what a wretched Fool I 
Eo have. been, to truſt a Man who I knew 
5 — \ s 3 1 660 had 
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fond credulous Heart. 
Power to be juit, or good: 
tude is ingrafted in your very Nature, 


ing far— 
incident to your Sex, you have, to 


2 | | 8 15 © boaſt; 


I 1501 
had been falſe to others. — Oh I could 
curſe myſelf, . and tear out my own 
It is not. in your 
Ingrati- 


it is a Part of your Being, and you 


cannot ſhake it off without parting at 


the ſame Time with Life. - — 


Blind and ſtupid that I was, to imagine 
there could be a Reformation in him 


whoſe whole Soul is made up of Hy- 
pocrify and Deceit, 


and whoſe every 
Action, fince he could write Man, has 
ſhew'd the Villain. — Oh! I am 
mad !——pardon the harſh Expreſſions 
of my Wan Frenzy I mean not 

s I ſay — I love you Nil; nor ſcarce 


repent the Ruin 1 have yielded to 
all Men are falſe 


all Men are Hy- 


pocrites in Love, SS you, but as the 


reſt, a s lovely, more endear- 


and if you have the Vices 


excuſe the Woman they undo, Perfec- 
tions which not one beſides yourſelf can 


\ 


_ 


J 

6 boalt. —— Never were Eyes ſo formꝰd 
cento charm, as yours. —— Never 
had any Tongue perſuaſive Force like 


„yours. The Gods of Love and Wit con- 
81 * to aid you thou more than Angel ! 
ce thou God of my Deſires ! thou 
« ſomething more than Words can ſpeak! 
ee — Oh! 1 grow wild again, Remem- 
& brance of thoſe extatick Joys your Kind- 
* neſs has beſtow'd, is as dangerous to 
«© Senſe, as thoſe Heart-rending Agonies 
your Falſhood now inflicts.— Neither 
are they to be borne, each is enough 
to overthrow Reflection; how is my 
4 divided Soul then rent *twixt both !—_ 
« Pity me, eaſe me, ſee me once more, 
«and tell me if Eleonara muſt engroſs 
% you all give me but the Satisfaction 


9 


a 


< of knowing whether I ought to love or 
hate you—Oh | that I had never known 
« a Cauſe to doubt: which Choice to make 
« —Curſe on the vain officious Tongue 
that rais'd this jealous Fury. —Curſe on 
my Readineſs to liſten to ſuch deſtructive 

8 r e But doubly curs'd be my own. 


(OK ”* to 


46 you are mine no more. = 


« want of Charms, which had not Power 


to hold you, yet flatter'd me they had. 


„Torture - Diſtraction ---- Hell 
„what will become of me I cannot 
I will not furvice the Knowledge that 
Yet this 


« Suſpence is worſe than all yet ever bore 


4 the Name of Horror. Let me 


68; not linger in it, if you have Humanity 
declare my Doom at once be 


kind in Cruelty at leaſt, and let one 


% Death conelude the thouſand, thouſand 


* Deaths which every Minute of Uncer- 
1 nr . with it, to | 


PS The miſerable, but 


Still adoring 
E LE 0 N © R A. 


31 8. I I have order'd the ge 5 
CY to bring an Anſwer; if he comes with- 


« out, believe me, I will murder him, and 


then BY 


"Eleanor 
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Eleonora was the only Daughter of a 
Country Gentleman of a plentiful Eſtate ; 
ſome Buſineſs happening to call Moderno 
to the Village where they liv'd, he pre- 
ſently caſt his Eyes on the Heireſs, with 
a Deſign of making his Fortune by marry- 
ing her. He made his Addrefſes with | 
ſuch Succeſs, that he ſoon found himſelf 
enough in the Favour of the young Lady, 
to encourage him to hope he ſhould have 
her Conſent — — but the Father's was 
not ſo eaſy to be obtain'd-——— he look'd 
on him with other Eyes; and: finding his 
Daughter too much prepoſſeſſed with a 
good Opinion of him, forbad him his 
Houſe, and threaten'd her with his eternal 
Diſpleaſure, if ſhe continu'd any Corrre- 
e with him. 


Moderno who never had Tenderneſs 
enough of Nature to feel the Influence 
of Cupid, regarded it no farther than as this 
' Diſappointment was a Prejudice to his 
Intereſt ; and Vain, Oſtentations, and 
„„ os 
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Self-ſufficient, to give himſelf an Air of 


not valuing Eleonora, or her Fortune, 


immediately made court to a young Lady 


in the Neighbourhood : her Name was 


Lucilla, pretty enough to excuſe the vio- 


lent Paſſion he pretended to her, and of 
à Birth ſuperior!to Eleonora, though much 


below her in Point of the World's Idol, 


Wealth. 


: The poor young artleſs Maid, unskill'd 
in Deceit, and unacquainted with thoſe 
Artifices, which thoſe who call themſelves _ 


the Beau Monde made Ufe of in Conver- 
ſation, thought Moderno the fineſt Thing 


ſhe had ever ſeen, admir'd his Wit, his 


Manner of Addreſs, his Notions; his 


Knowledge ſeem'd to her, who never had 
experienc'd better, to be prodigious: And 


the believ'd him fo worthy of her Aﬀec- 
tions, that ſhe could not, without being 


guilty of ſinning againſt Reaſon, deny him 
the utmoſt Proof of them.----In fine, he 


Won {fo far upon her, as to obtain the 
laſt Favour a Woman has to beſtow: She 
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grew with Child by him, and an Aunt of 


| hers, with whom ſhe was educated perceiv- 


ing it, was not a little confounded what 


ſhe ſhould do to repair the Diſgrace her 
Niece was like to fall into.----She talk*d to 


Moderno on the Affair, and preſſed him 


to marry her, as the unhappy young Lady 
had told her he had promis'd, but he had 
been to wary to give any ſuch Teſtimony 
under his Hand, and- had little Re- 
gard to a verbal Contract. He denied 
he had made her any ſuch Promiſe ; 


and though he refus'd what ſhe deſir'd 


with the moſt courtly Air imaginable, it 
was eaſy for her to ſee there was nothing 


to be expected from him 
fell to catechiſing her Niece with all Se- 
verity, who aſham'd of her Weakneſs, and 
half diſtracted at the diſcover'd Coldneſs 
and Perjury of Moderno, attempted to put 


an End at once to her Life, and the Mi- 
She ſwallow'd 


ſery which attended it. 
Poiſon 3 but being diſcover'd before it had. 
Time to work the pernicious Effect it 
Was * for, proper Medicines were 


ap- 


ſhe thereon 


P 


of 
70 
* 
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applied to expel it, and ſhe liv'd ; and 
what was more. to be admir'd, the Child 


within her ſuffer'd not by what ſhe had 


taken, and ſhe was in due Time deliver'd 
of'a Daughter. 


* 
& +=» - 


Moderno all this While was paying his 
Devoirs to a Widow Lady of a great Join- 
ture, and had certainly obtain'd his Point, 


but for the ſudden Arrival of her Brother, 


who perfectly acquainted with Moderno's 


| Character, gave her a ſeaſonable Warning, 
and wrought ſo far upon her, as to prevail 
on her to diſmiſs him. 


Theſe Amours could not but make a 


proditious Eclat in the Country; Eleonora 
ſoon heard of them, and though ſhe had 


loſt all Hope of marrying him herſelf, 
could not be told of his addreſſing an- 
other Woman ſo near her, without feeling 


an inexpreſſible Chagrin. She writ to ob- 


braid him with the little Tenderneſs ſne 


now perceiv'd he ever had for her, ſince 


he could ſo ſoon carry it elſewhere. — 
* Ve . 
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But alas! ſhe knew not what ſhe did in 
renewing this Correſpondence with him, 
though ſhe had deſign'd no more than to 
_ expreſs her Reſentment. That very Re- 
ſentment ſhow'd ſo much of Love, that 
it embolden'd him to imagine he might 
prevail on her to believe any Thing. 
He anſwer'd her Letter with all the ſeeming - 
Affection imaginable, fild it with Pro- 
teſtations that he never did, nor never 
could love any but herſelf — that his 
Paſſion for Lucilla, and the other Lady, 
had been but counterfeited, only to diſcover 
what Impreſſion the News of ſuch a Be- 
haviour would make on her; and conclu- 
ded with an Entreaty that ſhe would 
vouchſafe him a Meeting in private, when 
he told her he doubted not but he ſhould _ 
convince her, that he was and would be 
eternally her Slave. 


The credulous Maid, who in ſpite of 
all ſhe had been inform'd of, ceas'd not 
to love him with an unbated Fondnelſs, 
receiv'd his fictitous Promiſes with a 

2 Tran- 


| : | 'F [ 15 8 ] | 
Tranſport beyond what even his Vanity had 
made him hope; ine conſented to ſee him, 
and made the Appointment at an old Wo- 
man's Houſe, who formerly had been a 
Servant in the Family, and now liv'd but 
a ſmall Diſtance off. Flis Behaviour 
ſeconding what his Letter had begun, ſhe 
was now, more than ever, all his own; 
and if he did not at that Time entirely 
compleat his Triumph over her Virtue, 
it was only becauſe the old Woman, at 
whoſe Houſe they met, fearing the Con- 
ſequence, took care they ſhould not have 
any Opportunity; but he made ſo good 
uſe of the little Time he had to taik to her 
alone, that he obtained her Promiſe to 
follow him to Town, which ſhe ſoon 
after did; and the Effect of that Con- 
deſcenſion was ſuch as may eaſily be gueſs'd 
at, —— He enjoy'd, forſook, and de- 
ſpis'd her, in leſs Time than it took in 
perſuading her.—— She is now undone 
in -every Circumſtance, and pity'd by 
all but him who ocaſion'd her Misfor- 
tunes. 9.5 


. * 


Her 


a 


Her Sufferings are of a Nature which 
would oblige me to dwell longer in the 
Commiſeration of them; but that I pre- 
ſume your Curioſity may be impatient for 

' the Contents of the yet remaining Billets. 
[ will make haſte therefore to gratify it, 
for the Day is far ſpent, and before the 
clofe of it I have much to ſay. The next 
Letter, though an extraordinary one, need 
not be wonder'd at in this Iſland: The 
Contents whereof is as follows: 


To the deceitful MODE RIVO, 


IF my Actions had not too plainly ] 
8 teſtify d the guilty Paſſion you have 
e inſpired me with, I ſhould rather have 
« choſe to ſuffer in Silence, than by mak- 
ing you this Complaint, run the Riſque 
of being more expos'd. Jam told 
« it is a common Thing with you to 
* betray, and after to ridicule the Wretch 


wa who gives Credit to your Inſinuationsz; 
, 6c 
nor 


> 
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* nor can you blame me for believing a 
% Report which brings with it its own 
«© Confirmation. — have heard my 
„ own Words repeated — thoſe fooliſh, 
fond Expreſſions which my ungovern'd 
Tenderneſs taught my unwary Tongue, 
« when in your Arms I laugh'd at Ho- 
% nour, and thought your Love a ſufficient 
% Recompence for Loſs of Virtue, Fame 


* 


« and Grandeur, are made the Jelt of 


« your looſe Companions. —- They cri- 


„ ticize on all my ſoft Endearments, and 


e conſtrue each unguarded Sentence as 
they pleaſe. This cannot be Sug- 
„ geſtion —— no, *tis too true, and you 
« are the moſt baſe, as well as moſt in- 
« conſtant of Mankind. — Monſter ! 
“Is it not enough that you have ru- 
« ined me, that your curſed Artifices 


t have drawn me from the beſt of Huſ: 


© bands, ſeduced me from all which ought 
*« to be dear or valuable to a Woman's 


Soul? But you muſt alſo make a Sport 
of my Misfortune. 
done, chat you ſhould uſe me LI $ 


What have I 


 --Or 


02 7} 
© —Or, how dare you affront me in this 
% Manner? — Believe me, I have a Mind 
« as capable of Revenge as Love, and 
« fince deny'd the one, will have recourſe 


2 J expect your imme- 
* diate Anſwer.—T wiſh it were in your 
“ Power to make Atonement for the 
% Wrongs you have done me: There is 
* nothing I fo. paſſionately wiſh, as that 
«© there were a Poſlibility of renewing the 
„ Eſteem I once had for you. — Write 
eme your real Sentiments, that I may 
„be affur'd what it is you deſerve from 


IS ABE LL A= 


You perceive, that this is a Lady whoſe 
Complaiſance for Moderno render'd, not 

only the Nuptial Tye, but all other Con- 
ſiderations alſo fruitleſs; nor need I tell you 
what after enſued, the next will inform you, 
and ſave me the Pains of relating Circum- 
ſtances ſo deteſtable to a Perſon of Truth 
and Tenderneſs. Another Letter, written 
in the ſame Character, and as follows. 


To 


32 
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To 8 4 ma of his Sex, 
the unjuſt, ungrateful and 
8 ODE RM O. 


cc 
cc. 


ARE you a defy my Rage; 
Do you believe there is nothing 
« to- be fear'd from the jnſt Indignation 
of a Woman, wrong'd as I have been? 
Or if I ſhould conſent to be paſſive 
* under the Indignitics you have offer'd, 
„ do you not think high Heaven would 
„revenge my Cauſe, and ſtrike you dead 
« with Lightning? —- Villain, as you 
are, How have you Impudence to 
& breathe the fame Air with me, and per- 
« fiſt in a Behaviour ſo different from 
what you have ſworn | But Oh, 
tc well may you deſpiſe and ridicule my 
« enervate Reſentment—you know, alas 
« I muſt depart the Iſland, and you will 
* ſoon loſe every Thing of me, but the 
* bare Memory. —— Yet, cruel Man, 
<« is not that enough? — Will not your 


lag Conſcience be a worſe Tormentor than 
6 « al 


* 


(97 
« all the Fiends my Rage would muſter 
up? Will it not perpetually upbraid 
« you with the Miſeries you have brought 
e on an unhappy Woman, who lov'd you 
more than Life? —Is it not for you that 
] am undone in my Reputation, in the 
Eſteem of my Friends, in the World's 
„ Friendſhip ? + Have I not for you, 
*« loſt forever the endearing Fondneſs of 
% a Husband, whoſe every Grain was 
„worth the Maſs of your whole Family? 
S., Have I not diſgrac'd myſelf for- 
© ever ?—Has not the extravagant Profu- 
ſion of my Love for you, deprived me 
of every Support of Life? — Am 1 

© not oblig'd to fly my native Country, 


and ſeek a wretched and uncertain De- 


* pendance in a foreign Clime ? But 
What of all this? Have I not hazarded 
my eternal State, incurr*d the Sentence 
* of everlaſting Woe, and plung'd my- 
** Soul, as well as Body, in the deep 
** Chaſm of unceaſing Horror? — And 
„do you, — you, for whoſe Sake I am 
* ſo curſed, deſpiſe me? l] cannot bear 
* it—the Thought will bring Diſtraction. 
b If Wiſhes have the Power to blaſt 

whe „% you 


* 
* 


[164] 
you, depend you ſhall not * triumph 
in the Ruin of 


ISABELLA. 


« P. S. Tembark this Night, and ſhould 


wiſh the Ship that bears: me hence might 
ſink, and I go to the Bottom, if I were 
certain my injur'd Ghoſt would have 
the Power to haunt you, and curſe 


your Days and Nights, as you have 


mine ; —but whatever is denied to me, 
may Hell, and its worſt Furies do, and 


not one Hour of future Peace attend you 


—Reſtleſlneſs—Diſtraction be your Por- 


tion in this Life, and W Horrors 


in the next. 


The next that offered itſelf to my pe» 


ruſal, contained theſe Lines. 


To the unkind, but ever-charm- 


cc 


ing MODE RMO. 
HERE is ſomething ſo ſtrangely 


cruel, as well as unjuſt in your 


em late Behaviour, that I can't 1 imagine how 


vou 


[ 165 ] 
« you can anſwer it to your own Good- 
“ Nature. If J entreated to ſee you 
on any mercenary Score, or had any o- 
« ther Deſign in that Requeſt, than mere- 
« ly for the Pleaſure I ſhould receive in 
« ſuch an Interview, I ſhould not wonder 
« a Man who knows the World ſo well as 
% Mogerno, ſhould reſuſe me. But you 
are pefectly ſenſible I ask no other Rturn, 
than Love for Love; and not to grant 
e me that, nor give me any Reaſon why 
you will not, is ungenerous and ungrate- 
« ful to the laſt Degree.—— To avoid 
« a Woman, whoſe Preſence you ſo lately 
„ coveted, without even the Shadow of 
«© a Cauſe for ſuch a Change of Treatment, 
is what in my Opinion can't be accoun- 
« ted for by Reaſon, Honour, or indeed 
« even common Complaiſance:.—— but 
*« I will trouble you no farther at this Time 
«* than to aſſure you I will not be con- 
« demn'd unknowing of the Crime for 
« which I am fo, and if you delay to 


« write or come, I will bring to your own 
N Houſe my too jolt Comp” 


cv * ws 
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ee upbraid you in the Face of the whole 
" World will do every Thing my 
| « Tenderneſs will permit, to revenge the 
=o Injury you have done me. Haſte 
« then, my Dear, my ſweet Diſturber, 
« to vindicate your own Honour and Gene- 
« roſity, and fave from Deſpair, 


£4 _— 


1 Your moſt paſſionately Sovoted 


, 581 CLEORA. 


1 ſhall paſs now to the next, which 
contain'd theſe Words. 


To the lovely M ODERMNO. 


6 Know not if you are enough acquain- 
8 ted with your own Perfections, to 
be ſenſible of the Impreſſion they have 

% made on me. — Nor might I perhaps 
appear conſiderable enough in your Eyes, 

« for you to take notice of what elſe you 

„ muſt have certainly read in mine, —The 
Paſſion therefore which you have in- 


3 ſpir'd, — 1 not of a Nature to endure 
: 5 = Re- 


* 


* 


1 


[267] 
« Reſtraint, this comes to reveal it, and 
« to tell you this Evening in the Palace- 
« Garden about Ten, you may find a 
« farther Explanation of the Meaning of 
60 < her, who wiſhes no greater Blefling than, 


6 to be Yours. 
A LMARI A. 


T.. 


There remains no more of any Conſe- 
quence; beſide, too much Time has been 


already ſpent on a Subject ſo triving as Mo- 


derno. I ſhall therefore leave him, and pro- 
ceed to others. 


222 has an admirable Perſonage; yet 
he has a Soul far unworthy of the Caſe in 


which it is inſhrined : There is none ſo 


vile, whom, for Intereſt, he vill not baſely 


fawn on; nor any ſo much below him, 
whom, to make inſtrumental to his Gains, 


he will not treat as his Superiors.— He 
married a Lady of Birth equal to his own, 
but denies her every Thing befitting her 


Quality; and on her refuſing to come 


into ſome Meaſures to which her Spirit 
rendered 


MS 75 


 render'd her averſe, obliges her to live in 
a lonely Country-Houſe, a great Diſtance 
from all her Friends and Relations, ſcarce 
allowing her an Equipage fit for the Wife 


of a private Gentleman. But notwith- 


ſtanding his Negle& of her he ought to 


love, he is not inſenſible of Beauty——he 


is accounted one of the moſt amorous of 
the Nobility : and 'tis certain, to gratify 


his Inclinations that Way, will make no 
ſeruple of ſacrificing every Thing but 
Money. —— The Wives and Daughters 
of his neareſt Friends, or even Kindred, 


are not ſecure from his Solicitations; and 
numberleſs are the Families, whoſe Hon- 


our has been ſtain'd by his 2 8125 


Arts. 


But the moſt remarkable, and wor- 
thy Commiſeration, was, that of Bellengar; 


he was bred with Villatus, had been his 


Companion from his Childhood, came to 
this Iſland with him, for both are Fo- 


reigners—— they were almoſt inſeparable — 


ob, «-/ 
*. * * 6 * 0 


* 


F 
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and never had any one Man a preater Re- 
gard, a more true Reſpect, and diſinter- 
eſted Zeal to ſerve another, than he had 
for this Villatus: Knowing his Temper, 
he always took Care never to ask any o- 
ther Favours of him, than ſuch as it 
_ would coſt him nothing to beſtow, and 
by this Means preſerved the Reputation 
of being lov'd by him; which Honour, 
it is probable, he ſtill might have main- 
tain'd, if his Inclinations had not led him 
to marry a young Lady of an extraordi- 
nary Beauty. | 


 Villatus viſited him on this Occaſion, 
nd no ſooner ſaw the Bride, than he lan- 
| guiſhed for her. Inſolent on his 
Quality, he made her an immediate Decla- 
ration of his Sentiments ; wh: ch if the 
liſten'd not to with that Pleaſure which 
his Vanity had made him to expect, yet 
it was not with that Auſterity which be- 
comes a Woman of true Virtue :-— He 
perceived he ſhould find ſome Difficulty 
in obtaining } Fer, but had no great Cauſe 


to deſpair he ſhould gain his Point in the 
* Ex. . 


q mW, 
End. — Knowing Opportunity ad Im- 
portunity to be the two great Ruiners of 
the Sex, he gave not over the one, till 
he had found the other: — Happening 
to come one Evening, when her Hus- 
band was abroad, no Company with her, 


he in a languiſning Poſture, lying on a 


Couch, all undreſſed, and full of thoſe 
deſtructive Softneſſes which ordinarily in- 
habit the Breaſts of the Young and Gay, 
he let not ſlip the lucky Moment; but 
preſſing her with all the Force of vigo- 
rous Deſire, with ſtrenuous Embraces, ren- 
dering the Efforts ſne made to riſe of no 
Effect, and ſtopped with Kiſſes the Breath 
ſhe would have made Uſe of in Re- 
proaches for the Liberties he took, in a 
ſhort Time compleated his Deſign, and fi- 
niſh*'d her Undoing. 


The Tranſport over, he wanted not e- 
nough to ſay in Excuſe of the Violence 
he had been guilty of. Never was 


the Name of Cupid more prophan'd than 
in this Scene of Perjury and Deceit, and 
1 4 fo 
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ſo much Regard the Fair Sex ſtill pay 
him, that few of them but are willing to 
pardon all the Faults they think occaſi: 
oned by his Influence. 
Bellengar forgave his Crime, and was, 
without much Difficulty, prevatPd on to 
permit he ſhould. repeat the ſweet Of- 
fence. 


This fine Woman had more Beauty than 
Diſcretion z and though ſhe was not a 
Fool, ſuffer'd her Vanity ſo much to o- 
vercome her confiderable Faculty, that the 
Pleaſure of being belov'd by a Man of 
Villatus's Quality and Figure, ſeem'd of 
greater Value than her Reputation: This 


Madam de 


Humour, join'd with the little Regard he | 


had for the Honour of any Woman he 
had deluded, made them not fo cautious 
as they ought to have been : The Affair 
was ſoon made publick, and Bellengar was 
not the laſt who perceiv'd it. 


The Grief. which ſeiz'd his Soul at this 
Diſcovery, cannot very eaſily be conceiv d; 
$2 —_— 


e 
had any other Man injur'd him in this 
Manner, he would have endeavour'd to 
repair it by the Blood of the Offender; 
but the Obligations he had receiv'd from 


Villatus, tied his Hands. He contented 
himſelf therefore, for ſome Time, with ſe- 
cretly reproaching his Wite : But finding 
all his Admonitions vain, that ſhe conti- 
nued her Aſſignations with the injurious 
deſtroyer of the Honour of them both ; 
and that in ſo publick a Manner, that his 
Patience grew the Jeſt of all who knew 
him; the abus'd Gratitude and Tender- 
neſs which had fo long with-held him, now 
gave Way to juſt Reſentment and Deſire of 

Vengeance. 


He made it his Buſineſs: to find out 
the exact Place and Time of their Meet- 
ting; and as ſoon as his Emiſſary, em- 
ploy'd for that Purpoſe, brought an Ac- 
count they were together, flew to the Ren- 
dezvous, and torcibly entering the Cham- 
ber they were in, accoſted them with Lan- 
guage befitting the Wrong * had done 


him 


= 
him; and, too furious to attend the Ce- 
remony of a formal Challenge, told Villa- 

tus, he muſt prepare that Moment to de- 
fend: the Indignity he had offered, or ex- 
pet to fall a Sacrifice to the Honour he had 
_ violated, 


This Threat was accompany'd by an 
Attempt to execute what it meant; and 
Villatus, who at the Sight of him gueſs'd 
the Intent of his Coming, had his Sword 
out almoſt as ſoon as the other: They 
made ſeveral Paſſes at each other, in one 
of which Villatus, having more good For- 
tune that Juſtice on his Side, diſarm'd his 
Adverſary, before the Cries of Madam 
die Bellengar had drawn the People of the 


Houſe, to prevent what Miſchief the F * 3 


of both Ren d to threaten. 4 


; They came in, however, in good Time 
for the defenceleſs Husband, who was 
on the Point of being ſtabb'd by Villatus, 
after he had dropt his Sword: The Pre- 

ſence of ſo many Witneſſes, who, per- 
haps, might not all of them be of a Prin- 


H 3 ciple 
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cipte to be brib'd to Secreſy in a Caſe 
lo deteſtable as Murder, was all that 
preſerv*d him from the Rage of the detected 
Villatus: But as a late happily inſpi'd 
Poet ſays, | 


F orgiveneſs to the injur'd does belong, 
But they ne'er pardon who have done 
the Wrong. 


He had gone too far in his Ill-Treatment 
of de Bellengar, to hope he ever could be 
reconcil'd, — He knew it was impoſlible 
for him to be any other than an impla- 
cable Ill wiſner, and reſoly*d to put it out 
of his Power to do him any further Miſ- 
chief than that of enervate Railing.— 
Hie went immediately to the Sovereign, 

and made a Complaint, that being retir d 
in purſuit of his private Pleaſures, Bellen- 
gar had broke in upon him, aſſaulted 
his Life, and had wanted but very little 
of ſacriſieing him to his Malice. The 
Great and Powerful are never at a Loſs for 
Friends to ſecond any Requeſt they ſhall 
make ; Villatus had Intereſt enough to 
be the. Ruin of the little Fortune of this 


un“ 
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unhappy Gentleman, as he before had 
been of his Tranquillity. He was tried 
by Judges wholly devoted to the Service 
of his Enemy and being convicted of an 
Aſſault againſt Villatus, his Superior and 
Patron, his Eſtate was ſeiz'd on as a 
. Forfeit for his Crime, and himſelf con- 
demn'd to languiſh the Remainder of 
his Pays. in Baniſhment. 


The Ill fated and unfaithful Wife, dur- 
ing the whole Procceeding, remain'd whol- 
ly paſſive, nor mov'd, nor ſpoke in vindi- 
cation of a Husband, undone by her 
Perfidy and Ingratitude. So much had 
the Artifices of the Prince won her to his 
Side, that ſhe wiſh'd for nothing more 
than to be eternally freed from the Sight 
of a Man, who, ſhe was ' ſenſible, could 
not look on her but with Horror ; not 
doubting but, ſhe ſhould find from her 
. proteſting Lovie a Support as magnificent 
as her Pride and Vanity could ask: But, 
alas! how was ſhe deceived, how in a 
Moment did all her gilded Expect ations 
vaniſh ? — gone, her Evidence no 

longer 


Bip nt owt Wh, ov Pn r „„ a — 
— — 
— > 2 Pc. ws 
A 0 4 4 
7 
9 . 


＋ 176 ] 


N longer ur- d. and her Charms, by re- 
peated Enjoyments, no longer deſirable, 


ſhe found herſelf immediately the maſt 
wretched Creature on Earth; not only all 


the Friends of Bellengar, but thoſe alſo 


who had formerly been her own, too well 
acquainted with her Behaviour in this Af- 
fair, ſhunn'd her Society, refufed her all 
Aſſiſtance; and deſpis'd by him who had 
ruin'd her, and juſtly hated by all the 
World beſide, ſhe fell into Miſeries, ſuch 
as even the Crime which brought them on, 
could not render e 


Retaining ſtill too much of her former 
Pride, to ſubmit to a leſs mean Way of 


Life than ſhe had been accuſtom'd, ſhe 
run exceſſively in debt, was thrown into 
Priſon; where receiving no Relief, ſhe was 
near periſhing for Want of common Ne- 
ceſſaries, when a Fellow-ſufferer, who had 
long been in the fame Place, and was at 
laſt deliver'd by the Kindneſs of his 
Friends, happen'd to feel the Influence of 
8 Beauty, which, even in this Diſtreſs, 
had ſome Remains of its once attractive 

Force: 


LONG 
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Force: lth pretended his own Debts 
to be much greater than they were, and 
by that Means paid Part of het's, and got 
her Diſcharge at the ſame Time his own 
Was ſign'd. She could do no leſs than 
make him all the Retributions he deſired. 
for ſo unexpected a Redemption. 


She liv'd ſome Time with him as a Miſ- 
treſs, but he marrying, ſhe was again 
driven to ſeek a Way of Subſiſtence; 
and fearing to fall into the ſame Con- 
dition, from which his Paſſion had releas*'d ' 
her, ſhe threw off all Notions of Ho- 
nour, and grew a common Proſtitute. In 
that wretched and abhorred State, ſhe. 
now drags on an odious Life, which, in 
all probability, muſt ſoon be finiſh'd by a. 
Diſeaſe, as loathſome as the Crime, whoſe 
Puniſhment it is; 185 


Fet ſo impoſſible is it for the Great and 
Rich to have any Faults, that notwith- 
ſtanding the Pain this unhappy Lady ſuſ- 
5 tains, through the Delufions of Villatus hs. -- 
8 „ͤ not- 


— 


tere 
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notwithſtanding the Contempt he ſince 


Has had for the Sufferings he occaſion'd, 
there is a Gentleman now courting his 


Favour, and bowing to him with the Ap- 
pearance of the Higheſt Regard, who is 
her near Relation. — But indeed it 
is not much to be wonder'd at, that he 
ſhould worſhip any Thing for Intereſt, 
when he can confent to throw one of the 
moſt lovely Women in the World, and 
one whom, till he debauch'd her Prin- 
ciples, was the beſt of Wives, into the 
Arms of an old Court-Leacher, who in 
Exchange beſtow'd a Place on him of about 
two thouſand Pounds a Year. What 
will not theſe wretched Iſlanders do for In- 
tereſt! What Senſe have they of pre- 
fent Shame, or future Puniſhments |! 
Does not one of the firſt of their N obility | 
neglecting the Embraces of his almoſt Virgin 
Bride, live in Pollution with his own Siſter? 
— Has not another proſtituted his * h- 


Adultery 
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Adultery and Inceſt are grown common- 
Crimes, and ſcarce wear any other Name 
than that of venial Tranſgreſſions. 
And well indeed may theſe appear leſs 
monſtrous, when there's a reigning Sin 
yet more unnatural; more horrid than Hell, 
or any Fiend but Man, has Power to- in- 
vent. But this Vice is of a Kind 
too monſtrous for any but the Damn'd, 
by whoſe Accuſation they muſt hereafter be 
ſentenc'd by the infernal Judges to de- 
ſcribe. „ 


than he has made himſelf for Luxury, the 
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ELLAT US, a Man of Quality, 

whoſe Anceſtors for many Ages paſt 
have been eſteem'd among the Prime of 
the Nobility. Wiſdom and Valour 
ſeem'd inherent to the F amily, till this 
unworthy Branch of it gave a Teſtimony 
to the contrary.—— Not any of his 
Predeceſſors render d themſelves more con- 
ſpicuous for Bravery, Magnanimity of 
Mind, and every Virtue of Humanity, 


moſt 


1 


wad diſſolute Debauchery, and all the 


| Vices which corrupt Mankind, and ale 


grace the gn of Nature, 


| Early he devoted himſelf to that De- 


mon who, uſurps the Name of Love, 


and betimes became a Proficient in the ' 


Arts of Hell. His very Name ſtruck 
Terror to the Soul of every modeſt 
Maid, and at his Preſence the leſs guilty, 
even of his own Sex, withdrew them- 
ſelves, as fearing the Infection of his. 
contagious Converſation and Behavi- 


our. 


It was wich an Infinity of Grief, that 
the noble Lord his Father, obſerv'd in 
him his Propenſity to Vice; and tho? 
he was the eldeſt born of all his nume- 


rous Off-ſpring, and Heir to Poſſeſſions 
which are inferior to few in this Ifland, 


ſent him to the Wars, hoping the Toils 
of a Campaign would mortify in him 
thoſe over-boiling Heats which Luxury 
and Idleneſs at home had but too much 


indulged ; or that ſome Blow might 


| take him from the World, and fave his 


Fa- 


SY 


F un from that Diſhonour his Carriage 
| ſeem'd to threaten. 


But Fate and 
Fupiter, for ſome Reaſons unknown to 
Mortals, thought not fit to grant his 
Prayers Succeſt 8. 


The- young Bellatus, inſtead of profi- 
ting by the Dangers in which he daily was 
involved, grew but more hardened in 
his Contempt of Heaven. — The more 
he ſaw of Death, the leſs he ſeem'd to 
fear it; and that Brutal Courage he was 
poſſeſſed of, only ſerved to make him 


more bold in Ill, as deſpiſing any Pu- 


niſhment which the Law or thoſe 1 in Power 


might inflict on him. 


The firſt Proof he gave of the little 


| Regard he had to what might happen 
| hereafter, was indulging his preſent Ap- 


petite in the Rape of a young Maid of 
Quality, Daughter to the Governour of 
a Fort where he kept Gariſon; and 


when detected of the Crime, was fo far 


from excuſing it, that he told the afflic- 
ted Father, He was only ſorry to find 


— 


* 


1 

himſelf cooped up in a Place which 
afforded him no more Variety of Prey; 
but that if he had any more Daugh- 
ters, or Nieces, worth debauching, 
wiſh'd he would ſend for them, that 
he might inſtruct them in their Mother's 
Trade. | 


The Injury and Inſult warming the 
Old Man to a Deſire of Vengeance, ha- 
ving ſummoned the Libertine before a 
Court of Judicature, and being able to 
procure no Satisfaction of him by Rea- 
ſon of his Quality, and the Poſt he 
held there, ſent him a Challenge, which 
the other accepted of — he added to 
the Daughter's Ruin the Father's Blood. 
— But eſcaping for that, as he had 
done for the other, in a ſhort Time af- 
ter, the beautiful Wife of an inferior 
Officer became the Sacrifice of his un- 
_ bounded Luſt. —— He raviſh'd her in 
the moſt inhuman Manner that can be 
imagin'd: Having by a Stratagem de- 
coy'd her into the Room where her Huſ- 
band uſually kept Guard, but was now ſent 
into 
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5 into the Town on ſome Pretence 
He firſt in as mild Terms as his brutal 
Way of expreſſing himſelf would admit 
of, acquainted her with his Deſires; 
/ -which. ſhe refuſing to comply with, 
* he compelbd two of his Soldiers. to 
| f hold her » While he perpetrated his 
|  _ horrid Purpoſe, then left her 
ö 120 receive the ſame ſhocking Uſage from 
1 them. 


| ö : — 


The airrae- Huthend, at His 
i Return, found her in a Condition ra- 
ther dead than alive; almoſt diſtracted 
at this killing Spectacle, which he too 
ſoon knew the meaning of, meditated 
nothing but Revenge; — and the next 
Morning, when the cruel Bellatus was 
- reviewing the Troops i in a Field behind 
the Fort, diſcharded a Piſtol loaded with 
Bullets at him; — but miſſing his Aim, 

was ſecur'd and thrown into Priſon, 
where, in a ſhort Time, he died of 

Grief. = 


Nu mberleſs 


„ 


Numberleſs are the Crimes of the ſame 
Kind, which this Shame of Manhood 
has committed. Wholly lawleſs, 
delighting in Rapes, Murders, and every 
Act of Cruelty — a ſad Account of his 
Behaviour reach'd his unhappy Father's 
Ears, who diſtracted that he had begot 
fuch a Monſter, try'd every Way to re- 
claim or puniſh him; but both Endea- 
vours being ineffectual, he ſent for him, 
vainly hoping his Preſence might be ſome 
Curb to. his unruly Nature: but, alas! 
he found himſelf fo far deceiv'd, that 
unable to endure the Sight of his pro- 
phane Enormities, he baniſh'd him his 
Houſe; but that he look'd on rather 
as a Hugplaeſs than the contrary, for 
having a great Eſtate left him by his 
Mother, and which it is not in the Power 
of the old Lord to diſpoſſeſs him of, he 
bought a ſtately Dvelling, where, for 
many Years, he has liv'd in a continued 
Scene of Lewdneſs, and the moſt profli- 
gate OT: 


. 6 — — 
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= 6. 


Gay in ſucceſsful Miſchief, and triumph- 
ing in his Crimes, too long, indeed, have 
the Prayers and Invocations of the In- 
jur'd i in vain been offer'd up to Heaven; 
but now the Time is come, when every 
Maid by him | undone, ſhall have her 
utmoſt Vengeance on the deteſted Ru- 
iner. It is in this. Manner brought 
about, 1 5 3 


ä The Wretch, regardleſs of the Ties 

of Blood or Friendſhip, has frequently 
attempted the Virtue of thoſe of his near- 
eſt Kindred, nor did he ever bear a ſuf- 
ficient Value for a Man, to prevent him 
from uſing his moſt vigorous Endeavours 
to corrupt his Wife or Daughter. A 
young Gentleman, however, whoſe. Name 
1s Beaumont being , by ſome. unhappy 
Chance brought into his Acquaintance, 
flatter'd himſelf that he was really ſo well 
in his Eſteem, that nothing could induce 


' him to do an unhandlote Action by 
him. 


In this 8 one Night as they 
| were talking of their Rn he raſhly let 
4202 him 


>. 


Cn 
him into the Secret of his Paſſion for a 
moſt beautiful Virgin called Felicia, and 
extoll'd her Charms in Terms ſo warm 
and lively that. the other, whoſe Heart 
like Tinder the leaſt Spark would kindle 


intoa Flame, began immediately to blaze 


| with the hotteſt Fires of Luft : But as he 
wanted not Artifice todiſguiſe hisThoughts 


whenever he knew the revealing of them _ 
would be a Prejudice, he ſeem'd not to 
take the leaſt Notice of the Encomiums 


which the unthinking Lover gave this Idol 


of his Soul ; but flily drawing from him 


her Name, and the Place of her Abode, 
ſet his inventive Brain to work by what 
Means he ſhould undermine” him, and 
ruin ker, | 


He conſider'd, that if he ſhould make 


court to her, *twas poſſible his Character 


would rob him of thoſe Advantages which 
his Quality might elſe have given him 
cover his Rival; beſides, he imagin'd by 
ſome part of Beaumont's Diſcourſe, that 
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he was already very much in her Favour , 
and theſe two Articles made him with 
Reaſon doubt that ſhe would not only 
expoſe his Infidelity to his Friend, but 
alſo oblige her not to ſee him after ſuch 
a Declaration : He therefore thought it 
beſt to ſeize her unawares, and by bearing 
her to a Place where ſhe ſhould have none 
to afliſt her, ſatiate his Deſires at once, 
without giving her the Caution to avoid 
. — 


Having made a ſtrict Enquiry into what 
Places ſhe frequented, he was told by 
the Emiſſaries he employ'd, that ſhe ſel- 
dom miſs'd paying her Devotions at 
the Temple once a Day. This 
Information made him ſet Perſons to 
watch her coming forth; and one Morn- 
ing, when ſhe happen'd to go out alone, 
two of the Wretches who had been ac- 
cuſtom to ſerve him in the like vil- 
lainous Expeditions, ſeiz' d on her as ſhe 
vas paſling thro* a private Street, and the 
one ſtopping her Mouth, and catching 
7 5 1 
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her in his Arms, while the other cry'd out 
the poor Lady was in a Fit, carried her in 


that Manner to Bellatus, who waited a 


few Paces off in a Coach; the Fellow 


had before-hand Inſtructions where to 


drive, and being dragg'd into a Houſe 
which he kept on purpofe for ſuch Af- 


fairs, was without any Ceremony, or 


preparatory Excuſes, compell'd to ſuffer 5 


what her Soul moſt abhorr'd. 


She had ſeen the Raviſher at many 
publick Places, though unmark*d by 
him, and ſwore Revenge on him as far as 

Revilings, and expoſing the Action he 
had been guilty of could inflict: But, 
alas ! Reputation was the- leaſt of his 


Concern, and he coolly told her, That 


tho? he would be glad ſhe would forgive 


him, becauſe he ſhould then have Hope 


of renewing, by her own conſent, the 
Joys he lately had forced from her, yet 
her Indignation would be of little ſervice 
toward her future Security, for that when 


he 
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| He was determin'd on any Thing, ſhe 
ſaw he knew the Way to compaſs it, and 
that if ſhe did not agree to give him ano- 
ther Meeting, ſhe muſt expect a ſecond 
Rape. 


| | Imagine to yourſelf what a Woman 
nicely virtuous in her Principles, chaſte 
in her Conſtitution, and who befides was 
| paſſionately enamour'd of Beaumont, muſt 
feel at ſuch an entire ruin of his Hopes 
and her own Honour, and ſpare me the 
'* Pains of repeating the Exclamations ſhe 
made. Thought may arrive at ſome 
| Part of her Diſtraction, but Words can 
never paint it as it ought.— But this 
| Monſter of Cruelty and Inhumanity made 
a Mockery at her Complaints, and with 
moſt unmanly Inſolence ſcoff'd at her 
. Lamentations; pleas'd with the Beauties 
o her Perſon, and inſenfible and deſpiſ- 
8 ing the Agonies of her Mind, he kept her 
with him all that Day and Night, and great 
Part of the other alſo, reſolved to glut 
"_ 
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Deſire, and riot in the repeated Poſſeſſion 
of his Wiſhes, 


At laſt, quidh ated with the luſcious 
Banquet, he ſent her home under the 
convoy of thoſe Fellows who had brought 


her to him, who no ſooner conducted her 
to the Door of the Houſe where ſhe 
liv'd, than they jump'd into the Coach 
again, and drove away with all imagin- 
able ſpeed, by that Means depriving her 

of the Satisfaction ſhe had form'd in her 
Mind of obtaining Juſtice on theſe Aſſiſt- 
ants of her Undoing. 


At her return ſne found the poor Beau- 
mont, who amazed and frighted at her 
long Abſence, had ſcarce ever left the 


Houſe fince ſhe had been out of it. 
The Sight of him would have given an 
increaſe of Woe to her afflicted Soul, had 
the State ſhe was in been of that Nature 
which cou'd admit of any. 
hers was too terrible to receive Addition. 
| — AS 


But, alas! 


——As ſoon as the 3 * what | 
the Diſorder of her whole Form, her 
rifled Robes, diſhevel'd Hair, and ſtream- 
ing Eyes, had not the Power to inform 


him, her incoherent Words, and wild Ex- 
claimings on the Name of Bellatus too 
: ſoon I. d. 4 


5 bg 10 _ little in the Compaſs of Lan- 


| guage to expreſs the Horror which at the 


Knowledge of this Misfortune ſurrounded 


his whole Soul, as it is to tell you what 


At firſt, the Tempeſt 


hers endur'd 


of his Grief was dumb ; Amazement 


and Confuſion ſtoppꝰd all Utterance ! 
But when it found a Vent, how loud, 


how fiercely did it rage] even Madneſs 


would but meanly repreſent his Fury 


0 He would have ran that Moment, and 


made Bellatus the Sacrifice of his Re- 
ſentment, tho' his own. Life had paid 


the Purchaſe of it; but Felicia oppoſing : 


it, and alſo telling him that ſhe could give 


no Directions. in what Part of the Town 


that curſed Houſe was, where ſhe had left 


him, 
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him ſituated; he was at laſt prevail'd on to 
ſtudy ſome leſs dangerous Method for 
Revenge. Malice is, fot the moſt 
Part, ingenious enough to compaſs what it 
aims at, and that he was poſſeſs d of, being 1 
inſpir'd by the moſt poinant Injury that 
Mortality can ſuſtain, grew proportionably 
keen, and certainly nothing could be 
more ſubtil in the Contrivance, nor 
terrible in the Execution, than the 
Stratagem which he found out for the 
Puniſhment of that vile Prophaner of, 
the ſacred Names of Love and Friend-, 
ſhip. 


It was in this Maner inflicted. He ob- 
liged Felicia to write a Letter to Bellatus, 
counterfeiting a Deſire of Reconcilation 
with him.— It was not in her Power to 
diſſemble ſo far, tho? ſhe knew on what 
Account ſhe was to do it, and he diQa- | 
ting on another Piece of Paper what be . 
would have ſaid; ſhe copied it over aſter- | 

wards ; the Words were as follow: _ 
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To. Count BELLATUS. 
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H E Manner i in which we LALY 

may well make it ſeem ſtrange 
to you to receive a Billet from me of 
this Nature, - But if you conſider, 
on the one Side, the Methods you 
took to gain me, and the little Pains 
you were at to inſpire me with that 
Paſſion which alone can render an In- 


trigue ſuch as ours excuſable, you 
will not wonder that a Virgin, bred 


up in the ſtricteſt Rudiments of Honour, 
ſhould ſuffer a ſhock of Soul greater 
indeed than Language can expreſs. 

— But on the other, when you reflect 
on the Weakneſs of our Sex, and how 
impoſſible i it is to forget the Tranſports 
of a firſt Enjoyment, eſpecially with 


| a Man ſo form'd to charm, you can- 


cc 


not be furprized to find my Reſentment 
not immortal. I am ſenſible that 


1 ought, but cannot hate you, and 
. that een is ſo dreadful 
cc to 
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to me, as the Apprehenſion you find 
in me no Charms to engage you to the 
Continuance of an Acquaintance with 


me, 


But remember, my Lord! 


that you have undone me, that I have 
yet known nothing but the brutal Part 
of Paſſion; the more reſined and ten- 
10 der Extaſies of Deſire might, perhaps, 
make me ſatisfied with what has hap- 
pen d. *Tis too much to be Joſt 


to Virtue and to Love at once. 


Oh! therefore, let the ſofteſt ae 
of the latter make ſome amends for 


the Ruin of the former. 


Content 


yourſelf with the Triumph you have 
made of my Honour; deſtroy not 
my eternal Peace, but reſolve to bleſs 
with your Affection her who elſe mu. 


be in all Reins, 


The moſt Wretched, 1 


12 


and Undone 


FELICIA. 


<< PS 


(96). 


oy P. 8. One Fu 1 FARES on your 


| _ *t: Honour and Generoſity, to grant; 


% which is, that you will mot quaine. 
Beaumont with the Hiſtory of what 
* you have done. You know he long 
« has ſollicited me on the moſt warrant- 
„able Terms, and is a Match which, 
* if Love and Shame would give me 
, leave, my Intereſt would oblige me 
to accept. Let me therefore know 


/ 56 what you Deſign for me, but let your 


«© Anſwer be more the Dictates of your 


« Heart, than r Adieu, 
3 | 200 dear Undoer. e A dt. 


| You will FOR furprized; perhaps, at 
the Stile of this Letter, as not being 
able to imagine for what Reaſon the 
| unhappy Lover ſhould oblige his Miſ- 
treſs to write in this Manner; but you 
will immediately perceive that there was 
an abſolute neceſſity to carry on their 
Deſign — that Bellatus ſhould believe 
Beaumont to be ignorant of the Affair, 
which he could not do without imaginin 8. 
Fa | Felicia 
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Felicia half ſatisfied with her Rape, and 
unwilling ito. divulge or to revenge it. 
The Letter was ſent by a Servant of 
that afflicted Lady, and in a ſmall Time 
return'd with” this Anſwer from B 
| Tatus. 5 


Wee bvely F ELICEHA. 


TT was 4 del your Billet 
gave me, but it was the moſt pleaſ- 
0 | ing one I ever felt in my whole Life. 
I am fo far from being ſatiated 
„with the Bleſſing of your Embraces, 
1 that J long for nothing more than to 
*. renew that F elicity which will be new 
4 to me, not only becauſs Charms ſuch 
95 as yours muſt be ever ſo, but alſo be- 
< cauſe you give me Hope of enjoy- 
'« ing that thro' Inclination, which be- 
fore I was Maſter of but by Compul- 
<« ſion. Your Readineſs to pardon. 
« what 1 have done, - diſcovers: you. to be 


5 « Woman of Senſe and Spirit, both 
which 
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„ which are the Perfections I would wiſh 

in her J love, and have too great a 

Sway with me, not to make my Paſſion 

e laſting as it is fervent. Time can 

only prove the firſt, but the latter, 

„my dear relenting Charmer ſhall ex- 

« perience this very Night, if ſhe will 

* favour me with an Opportunity. 
Let me know your Reſolution without 

<< Reſerve or Scruple, which are needleſs 

where you have a Lover like 


The Faithful, and ever 
Paſſionately Affectionate 
Wo. ad on 1 BBLEATYS: 


O may the Fiends with their ſevereſt 
Whips reward ſuch Faith, ſuch paſſionate 
Affection]! (cry*d Beaumont, as ſoon as + 
| he had read the Letter, tranſported with 
the moſt violent Rage.) The poor Fe- 
ia join'd with him in Curſes ; by which 
bee a little vented the Fury of their 
over 


. "FJ pa 
over-charg*d Souls, they ſet themſelves 
dowa to prepare a ſecond Mandate, which 
was to this effect. 


To the agreeable Co u N : 
BELLATUS. 


OW ready are we to believe what 
we paſſionately defire |! ———] 


i receive your Promiſes of Fidelity as I 
c do the Articles of my Religion, and 
devote myſelf to Cupid as to Jupiter. 
* — This Night, ſince Inclination 
„ prompts, and Buſineſs will permit, 
<« T ſhall gladly expect you at my own 
60 Houſe, about twelve a- Clock, when 
&« all the Servents being diſmiſs'd, except 
e one who I dare make my Confidante, 
te you may ſafely ſteal to the Bed and 
& * Arms of 


E 
4 


Tourt too much Enamour 1 


* 


FELICIA: 
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This Epiſtle being diſpatek'd, Blau- 
naue left for. ſome Hours the diſtreſsd 
Felicia, but before Eveninę return. d v with 
a Creature who made a Trade of pro- 
*ſtituting herſelf to as many as thought 
her worth their purchaſe. —— By a 
long Series of Debauchery the was be- 
come. | 1o much diſeaſed, that it was ſcarce 


poſiible to. touch her "haps being con- 
pin nated. Ke TH a rote fd Na- 


This Wretch being firſt walled and 
perfunt'd, was laid into Filicia* 8 Bed 3 
where being i . how: to aft, ſhe 
"waited the approach PF, him who was to 

pay. de arl y for the W d Tranſports 

"of Aber palluted Embraces. The Hour 
being arriv d, Felicia and Beaumont wait- 
ing ins low Parlour, heard the perfidious 
Bellatus' enter the "Houſe ; I where the 
Waiting- Maid, as ſhe was 22 'l, told 
him as. oon as Re came in, that a Rela- 
tion of her Lady's being unexpectedly 
com tõ Town, be mult excuſe the Dark- 
ew and- Silence with which he was re- 
14 | 5 ceiv'd - 
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ceiv'd ; but that her Miſtreſs was in Bed, 


and if he pleas d to follow — ſne would 


conduct him to her. 


Not yet ſurfeited with the Charms of 


the real Felicia, he eaſily ſwallow'd the 


Bait, and haſted to the pernicious Em- 
braces of the ſuppoſed one. Earneſtly 
did Beaumont, who ſtaid all Night with the 
dear ruin'd Object of His Affections, con- 


doling their mutual Wretchedneſs, long 
to ſurprize the baſe Deſtroyer of his 
Hopes in this Scene of Shame; paſſion- 


ately did he wiſh to fall on him with all 
the Upbraidings his Treachery deſerv'd : 

but the Perſuaſions of Felicia, fearing 
ſome fatal Cataſtrophe of ſo juſt an Indig- 
nation on the one Side, and convicted 
Villany on the other, prevaiPd. with him 
not to appear before him. But though 
the Commands of this ſupreme Miſtreſs 


ok his Soul were ever facred, I know not 
if at this Juncture they would have hack 


Force to have with-held, him, if the Con- 
fideration that the Diſcovery. of the Cheat 


put on him i in i paſſing. another Woman on 
3 © HP him 


85 
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him for Felicia might not have overthrown 
all they had done for Revenge, ——It 
was poſſible he might indeed have gueſſed 
at the Deſign laid for him; and by early 
applying himſelf to a skilful Phyſician, 
have eſcaped great Part of thoſe rack - 
ing Agonies they intended for him, and 
which he at this Inſtant ne 


| Early in the Morning, before the 
roſy Chariot of Aurora had diſpell'd thoſe 
fable Shades which bar the Eye's Diſ- 
tinction, the connterſeit Felicia told him, 
he muſt take his leave, becauſe having 
Company in the Houſe more than her 


3 own Family, ſome of the Servants might 


probably be ſtirring, ſooner than was their 

uſual Cuſtom MON 
With much Perſuaſions he RET 

with her Requeit, and was let out of the 


Houſe by the Maid who had introduc'd 


him. —— The Courtezan receiv'd from 
Beaumont a handſome Reward for having 
been the Inſtrument of his Revenge, 
which being aſſur'd by her that he wou'd 

„„ — 2. 
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ſee in a ſhort Time, was compleated in 
as ample a Manner as he could wiſh; he 
went to viſit Bellatus with his uſual free- 


dom, and diffembling thoſe inward Agi- 


tations which roſe in his Soul: at Sight 
of him, propos*d going a little Journey 


into the Country; it was to a Place, he 
told him, which was extremely pleaſant, 


and that to the Beauties of Nature there 


: were alſo added all manner of Diverſions, 


*A, 


ſuch as good Game for Hunting and 


Shooting, a fine Plain for Horſe- racing, 


and Aſſemblies ſtored with freſh. FOR 
Girls. 


All thels 1 wete  Teniptations' not to 12 


reſiſted by a Man who thought of nothing 
but indulging every Appetite to the ut- 
moſt Degree of Luxury, and the next 


Day was agreed on for their ſetting out. 


take his leave of Felicia by Letter; which 


the, ſtill carrying on the Deſign, anſwer d 


> 


in Terms as obliging. 1% u 


The 


He had the good Manners (which 
was ſomething extraordinary in him) to 


—— — — 
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ist er / e D ea. 
Sf The Motive wh ich induced —— 
to draw him into the Country, was, that 
the Heat of Riding might more enflame 
the Diſtemper with which he had caus'd 
him to be infected; and that being in 
2 Place where there were no Phyſicians, 
or at leaſt ſuch whoſe Art was not to be 


depended on, his whole Maſs of Blood 


ſhould + ogra joan! before he. could have 
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The End madd his We 
Ae had not been above three or 
four Days in that Place, before he found 
himſelf diſorder'd in a Manner he knew 
not preſently how to account for. 
Stange Stingings ran throgh every vital 
Part eaeh litle Fibre felt convulſive 


Forments a conſuming Fire prey d 


on his Heart, and mounting to his 
Head, ſhot madding Anguiſh to his 
Brain. What can he now do ? 
Where can he find eaſe? ——— 
In vain to coolling Streams he runs: 
—_— : the 
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the internal Flames but blaze the more, 
the more they are oppos'd. * 
vain rich Cates invite his ſickly Taſte. 
He now is without Appetite, without 


Deſire, and has no longer any Senſe but 


that of * Pain. 


Poſt-Horſes were  difpatch'd to fetch Phy- 1 
_cians from the City, who when they came, 
and examining into the Nature of the 


Diſeaſe, found it was of that fierce and. 


terrible Kind, that it muſt be but by a 


long Courſe of Preſcriptions, if ever he 
did, that he- found Relief. A Litter 


being prepar'd, he was brougth to Town, 


and all poflible Means applied for his Re- 
covery; but the corroding Poiſon of this 
unnatural Diſtemper has gain*d too ſecure 
a Poſſeſſion ever to be remov d. Ul- 
cers devour his Fleſh, Rottenneſs con- 
fumes his Bobes. A dreadful Martyr 


to Luſt, he curſes now the Pleaſure he 


once oourted with . ſo much Eagerneſs. 
| Let ignorant from what pollu- 
ted a he drew the Contagion, and 


little 


In 
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| little ſuſpedidg the, Cheat put on him by 
be Felicia : and Beaumont ; the. latter has the 8 
ö Satisfaction to hear his. Groans, and ſee 


his Pains. 


—_ 


'Long he cannot live. to endure them ; ;: 
and when he deſcends to dwell to all Eter- 
| nity among thoſe Fiends who have been 
"His Abettors. here, muſt learn to bear. 
*&verer Tortures from the Vengeance 
of the offended Gods, than on Earth has 
been inflicted on him by Beaumont's Artifice. 
The for- ever undone Felicia is fince re- 
tir d to the Temple of Vaſta, where ſhe. 
defigns. to paſs the remainder of her. 


yarrEra _ 


OF THE 


Count Beltrode, Hortenſia, and 


Madam De Rochelle. 


eee 


EVER was meek Man endued 


Count Beltrode: He has a Perſon which 
the niceſt Eye can find no Blemiſh in, 


and an Underſtanding ſo extenſive, that 


it is ſcaree poſſible to talk to him on any 
Topick, or in any Language to which he 
28 a Stranger; yet is he never abſolute in 


| L enforcing OT Argument; and, tho? per- ny 


| with greater Perfections both of 
Mind and Body than the accompliſh'd 


— i... — — => 
—— a — — — 


£ 
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| fray convinc'd of the Truth of his Aſter- 
tions, endeavours rather to perſuade than 
impoſe what he would have believ'd. 13 
But indeed he is rarely put to the Tryal 

how far he can endure Contradiction, be- 
cauſe he has that prevailing Manner of 
uttering what he means, that were he to 
defend even Falſehoods, it would be in 
Much a Manner as would put Truth itfelf 
out of Countenance and unable to reply. 


More lovely, and more wiſe than 


Words: can ſpeak, or even Thought con- 


ceive, did he, for a long Race of Years; 
triumphant ſcorn the Power of Love, ad- 
mired by all, himſelf admiring none; till 
at the laſt, Cupid*s watchful Darts found 
£4 one revenging Moment, and pierc'd him 
to; the Soul. Hortenſia the brighteſt. 
Maid: that Britain eber could boaſt, for- 
ſook her native Shore, to gain new Con- 
queſts here! a thouſand, noble Youths 
confeſs'd her Power of c charming, and 
Night and Day offer d inceſſant QOrifons . 
_ the God of Love: Never was 9 
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he niore fervently implor'd than on the 
Actount of this tranſcendent Beauty, nor 
did he ever with more Reluctance deny 
Requeſts ſo humble and ſincere but 
Fate aſſiſting the ill Genius of this un- 
happy Charmer, compel'd the God to 
be unjuſt and cruel to the moſt faithful 
of his Votaries, and give the Prize to the 
all- -conquering Beltrade, 


But he, ungrateful far the Bounty, 
no ſooner found Love's Inſpiration in her 
Eyes, heard it in her trembling Accents, 
and grew aſſurd each bar which might 
oppoſe his Wiſh, was quite difſov'd ; 
than he àbjur'd the Influence of Love, 
baniſh'd her his Breaſt, and, in his 
Room, received that hateful Demon 
Luſt, —— That Foe, profeſt to Inno- 
cence and Virtue, who by the undiſ- 
tinguiſhirig World. is call'd Love, but 
by Beltrod could not be miſtaken for 
him. While I maintain'd. my Empire 
- o'er his Soul, he thought of Hortenſia 
of hu e fuprem J 1 t that Heaven could 


Live, 


* * 
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give, and never aim'd at more than to 
poſſeſs her by thoſe Ways which Honour 
might approve——her Intereſt then, her 
Fame, her Happineſs more than his own 
he wiſh'd but now, how vaſt the 
Change! the Gratification of his wild 
Deſire, though by her Ruin, was his 
only Hope, Ungovernable Heats, 
Impatiencies, Deceits, ſupply'd the Place 
of humble Awe, and a difintereſted Ten- 
derneſs. —— He like*d, *tis true, with 
an Extravagancy of Paſſion, — wiſh'd 
with an unbounded Fervency for the En- 
joyment of her lovely Perſon. 
it was a ſort of Liking whoſe View was 


Selfiſh, and had no other Regard to the 


admir*d Object, than as ſhe: was form'd 
to afford Satisfaction to his preſent Hu- 
mour. 


| Conſcious of 1 Change, and of the 


| Fiend he had entertain'd, he had how- 


ever, knowing her pefect Modeſty, the 
Artifice to hide it from her; and it was 
under Love's Umbrage, and in his 
Name, that he ſtill continu'd to improve 
that — Kindneſs he had rooted in her 


Breaſt 


but 
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; Height, of being unable to refuſe him 
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* melted by his deluſive Soft- 
neſs—at laſt it grew to that unhappy 


\ 


any Thing he ſhould ask. 


The chains Traitor ſoon diſcover'd 
— ſeiz d the lucky Moment to undo 
her, and ſunk in a Lethargy of ſenſe- en- 
flaving Pleaſures, ſhe loſt all Memory 
of what ſhe ow'd to Virtue or to Reputa- 
tion; while he, of both regardleſs, 
waited not Opportunity, nor conſulted 
Secrecy, but gave a Looſe to Paſſion, 
idulging wild Deſire at Times and Places, 
which plainly demoſtrated her publick 
Shame was of leſs Conſequence to him, 

than the Diſappointment of one > intended 
luxurious Hour. 


There were few Perſons who nad any 
| acquaintance with either of them, that 
were inſenſible in what Manner they paſt 
their Time together; and thoſe who had 
no other Knowledge of them than by Re- 
* had alſo, with the Character of 
| their 


Far} 
their Perfections, this of their Failings 


The Count was generally condemn'd, 
but Hortenſia, by her own Sex, moſt 
prodigiouſly ſo. Thoſe who had en- 
vy'd, were glad * the Occaſion to rail 
againſt a Rival, too potent for their feebler 

Charms to vie with; and thoſe who really 
admir'd her, were angry that a Woman 
who had been eſteem'd in all other Things 
ſo perfect, ſhould be guilty of a falſe 
Step, which might give the Men Reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that thoſe of an inferiour Claſs 
of Underſtanding, would be leſs able 
to reſiſt a Temptatiqn, which ſhe, with 
all her Stock of * had not the Power 
to do. 1100 19 N 


21 bas for ſome Time engroſs d 
the Diſcourſe of the whole Town, and 
indeed was of much longer Duration 
than the Thing itſelf; the talkative Part 
of Mankind certainly find à Pleaſure in 
cenſuring the Actions of others, which 
nothing elſe can equal ; and had thoſe 


2131 
Reflections made on the amorous Cor- 
reſpondence between theſe two ceas'd with 


the Cauſe, it had after appear d no more 


than as a Dream. 


The Paſſion with which Beitrode had 
been agitated, had too much Vehemence 


to be laſting, it aim'd but at Enjoyment, 


and in Enjoyment ended; and Hortenſia 
with all her Charms, was, after a few 
Nights in his eſteem but as another Wo- 


men — he continu'd indeed to viſit 


her, but ſo different was his Behaviour 
to her from what it was accuſtom'd, that 
ſhe could not avoid ſeeing and lamenting 
the Error ſhe had been guilty of, which 


ſhe now found had rendered her too cheap 


ever to reſume her former Value. 

She-refented it as Women commonly 
do in ſuch Caſes, wept, entreated, threat- 
ned, rail'd, by Turns, - but fued and 


raged in vain.— She was now paſt the 


Power of giving, or denying ;—— ſhe had 


laviſh'd away all her Power of creating 


Hope 


"> 
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Hope or Fear, and muſt ſubmit to that 
Fate ſhe had often heard, and now ex- 


perienc'd, was the inſeparable Conſe- 
quence of a too fond Belief of the Lo- 


ver's Proteſtations, or vainer Dependance 


on Self. deſert. 


| She was forſaken 15 ſuddenly, that 


as I have already ſaid, ſhe was the moſt 


unhappy in the Want of his Affections, 
at that Time the World ſaid he moſt 


indulg'd them. —— But when at laſt 


the Secret was reveal'd, when by his en- 
tirely abſenting himſelf from her, and her 
apparent Deſpair, it was blaz'd abroad, 


that he lov'd her now no more; with 
| what a Conſternation was all who heard 
it ſtruck! — what ſtrange Conjectures 


were not form'd upon it! How liable 
were they both to Calumnies which 
neither of them merited. — Some laid 


the blame on Hortenſia, others on the 


Count; but the ſevereſt Cenſures fell on 
Hortenfia —= every body knew he had 
addreſs'd her on honourahle Terms, 

"7 | that 
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that ſhe was a Fortune little inferiour to 


what he might expect; but that if ſhe 


had been more ſo, her Wit and Beauty 


very well made up for that Deficiency — 
it was therefore generally believed that 


he had diſcovered ſome Slip in the Dark 5 
which ſhe had made, or he would either 


not have changed the Deſign of his Solli- 
citations, nor ſhe accepted of any from 


ae beneath thoſe Terms on which 
he had at firſt declared himſelf her 


Lover, 


Thus was this unhappy Lady un- 
done, and for a great While had not fo 
much as the Conſolation of being pitied 
what ſhe endur *d, or in what Man- 
ner ſhe ſupported the Miſeries ſhe la- 


bour'd under, would be tedious. to relate 


that ka Sufferings were more than ſhe 
had Philoſophy to ſuſtain : 
walking one Day full of deſpairing and 
diſturb'd Reflections by the Sea; ſide, 


+ 


I will therefore only tell you, 


—And 


- 
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a ſudden Agony * Thought, ſhe threw 
herſelf amidſt the Waves, and there 
alone found Eaſe for hopeleſs ek and 
Ruin ill repaid. | 


Beltrode had a Stock of Gd Nadde 
which never, but on this Lady“ s Account, 


2 had been forfeited, and to hear of fo 


unexpected and ſo dreadful a Cataſtrophe, 


made him ready to do a Violence on 
his own Life; and in ſo terrible a Man- 
ner was he afflicted, that to have ex- 

changed Conditions with her, was a 
Woe infinitely ſhort of what he felt 
he ſaw, or he fancy'd that he ſaw her 
ever before his Eyes. ——- He neither 

could fit, walk, nor lie alone, and he 
became ſo altered in a ſhort Time, that | 
he was ſcarcely to be known. — His 
fine and delicate Complexion wore now 


a death-like Paleneſs — his ſparkling 


Eyes were funk and hollow, and all 
their ſhining Radience extinct — 


L 
A his once plump dimpled Cheeks 


were now fallen in, and lank, and had 


deep Furrows ſuch as Age engraves. 
His ever folded Arms, and drooping 


Head, ſeem'd with a Weight of Care too 
heavy for his Body, and bowed it down 
towards the Earth. Nor was his 
Converſation any more the ſame — 
that gay, and ſprightly Wit, — that 
eternal Vivacity which uſed to accom- 
pany his Diſcourſe, was now changed 
to a heavy Dulneſs.— If he ſpoke at 
all, it was rather more diſpleaſing than 
his Silence; for as before he took 
Care to render every Thing he ſaid ob- 
liging. he now ſeem'd fond of creating 
only Chagrin. - In fine, there was 
nothing remained of the accompliſh'd, 
admir'd Beltrode, but the Name. 


Vet all this ſevere Ffrea did not 
think a ſufficient Puniſhment for the 
wrong he had done to Hortenſia; and 


whatever he ſuffered, unleſs he ſuffered 


K by 
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by that very Crime he had been gullty of 
himſelf, was too little an Furien for 


Juſtice to allow as ſuch.- He had 
a2 Mother whom from his Infancy. he 
had lov'd with a Tenderneſs above the 

common Leyel of filial Affection >—= 
the was not yet Old, he being not more 
than twenty-eight Years of Age when 
this Misfortune happen'd, and ſhe not 
exceeding fourtech when he was born 4 
— the advantage. of good Features 
and an excellent Complexion, made her 


Spear younger than indeed. ſhe was. 


A Gentleman of a diſtinguiſb'd Rank 
had addreſs'd her, ſhe liſtened to him 
with Pleaſure it was ſaid they were 
married —— they liv'd together as 
Husband and Wiſe, and nobody queſ- 
tion'd their being ſuch nor call'd her 
by any Name but that of Madam De 
Rochelle, which was that of her ſup- 
poſed Husband —— one Houle, one 


Bed contained Is for the Space of 
| two 


0 tte. YEE. 
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two Years 3\ at the End of which, tak- - 
ing an. Occaſion to quarrel, he flew 
from her, declar'd he had only join'd 


„with her in impoſing on the World? 
that the Ceremony of the Church . 
never paſs'd between them, nor ſhould 
any Conſideration oblige him to permit 


. 


The Lady, who had ever been ac- 


counted the moſt virtuous and reſerv'd 


of her Sex, could nor ſupport the Shame 
which this Declaration, too juſt to be 


diſprov'd, had drawn upon her; and 
in a raging Fit of Paſſion, after having 


atterapted every Thing to bring him 


back, finding all her Endeavours vain, 


flew up to her Chamber, and before 


any of her Servants had the leaſt Gueſs at 


her Intentions, taking off her Garter, and 
faſtening it about her N hs ſtrangled 
herſelf. 


Ihe Gen her Death, and the Cath 
of it, threw on the Family, Joined to 
the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Yet ner form the hand of Heaven 
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the Grief for Ne 4 Mother i in that 
Manner, whom he ſo tenderly lov'd, en- 


creas'd his former Diſtraction for the Mis- 
fortune of Hortenſia; and both together 


were very near driving him to an Imitation 


of what they did ; and being prevented 
only by being continually watched ,. 
he lives in a Condition to which the 
worſt of Deaths would be prefera- 


ble. 


Thus, you ſee how the Injuries be 


had done Hortenſia were retorted on 


himſelf in the Perſon who was neareſt 
and deareſt to him — and there are 
few Men, who, like him, have been 


guilty of betraying the Innocent, who 
do not ſome. Tune or other feel the 


Woes they inflict. Nor is it in 
this alone, all RNs Crimes bring on 
their Puniſhment, and if through the 


Partiality of Intereſt or Favour they e- 
ſcape that which is by Law decreed for 


them, they meet it in a ſeverer Man- 


— Triumph 
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ep m ay they a while, but Ven- 
| eats, long deferred, falls with the 
greater Weight, and he who thinks Him- 
ſelf moſt ſafe, 1s often neareſt | to De- 


ſtruction. 1 1 


The Name of Love is now deſpis'd 
and Luſt and Avarice, thoſe undoing, 


Harpys, honour'd and rever'd — by 


one, the. innocent and unwary Virgin. 


is ſeduced ; by. the other, the experien- 
ced Matron is betray'd to a Forgetful- 
neſs of her firſt Vows, and yields her- 
ſelf a Prey to mercenary Slavery. 


Even Nature is depreſs'd by theſe two 
Fiends, and has no more the Power to- 
_ operate 


Where ſorbid Intereſt points 
the means of Gain; or Paſſion actuates 
the tempeſtuous Will, Sons againſt Fa- 
thers riſe Fathers renounce the Babes 
they lately bleſt ;—Brother with Brother 


vies with inveterate Strife, — The Power 


of Blood and Kin, all Alliances, all Ties 
of Relalive, or Obligations, loſe their 


Force - their Deſires ſelf-centred, aim only 


at Self-Service let them then enjoy 


1; T: 222. SY Ow 
3H *till Fate and J upiter- Hall, by cke 
Glare of ſome unlook'd- for Woes, force i 

them at once to ſee their Crime and : 


Puniſhment. 1 of N 


What is W of all the Aer 
Names which uſed to make this Iſland 
Queen of Nations? —— Where is the 

1 Courage, which ſhould : awe their Foes? 
Where the Wiſdom, which | 
ſhould invigorate their Counſels ? — 
Where's the Hoſpitality, the open Boun- 
ty, the Charity, which made this Nation 
once fo. famous ? *tis loſt ——— ?tis- 
gone —— and what is worſe, thoſe 
very Virtues are perverted into Uſes 
ä = -— deteltable to Heaven. 2 


* All Mis nne of Velos are Ales, 
vern-Broils; —— their only Prooſs 
of Wiſdom are Artifice, and baſely cir-- 
eumventing each other; — and their 
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5 Liberality known but in Brothels, the | 
| Benefit, of common Proſtitutes and Pane 


ders. 
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; HE Youths Pocket - Companion, or 


univerſal Preceptor. Containing what 


is Abſolutely Neceſſary for every young 


Man to know and practice, under the 


following Heads, viz. A plain and eaſy Gram- 


mar of the Engliſh Language, by which a 


Perſon of the meaneſt Capacity may pre- 


ſently underſtand to write, ſpeak, and read, 
with the greateſt Correctneſs and Accuracy. 
The beſt Inſtructions for writing, making 
Pens, &c. Familiar Letters in the com- 
mon Occurrences of Life, which is a com- 
plete Introduction to an eaſy, uſeful, and ele- 
gant Stile; and which will enable any Per- 
ſon to write a handſome Letter on any Sub- 
jet whatſoever, Arithmetic rendered ſo plain 
and eaſy, that any Perſon may arrive to the 


greateſt Perfection, without the Help of a 
Maſter. Forms of Receipts, Bills, Notes of 


Hand, & c. Rules to be obſerved in the Con- 


ductof Life, to lead to Happineſs and Proſperity. 
The Pocket Farrier. The Gardiner's Director. 


Examples of the moſt neceſſary Forms in Law, 


ſuch as Wills, Indentures, &c. And Sew 


veral other Things, equally uſeful, too 
numerous to be mentioned in a Title-Page. 


in London. 


% 


Price only 1 s. adorn'd with very a beautiful 


Frontiſpiece. 
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che Kind ever publiſhed, || 


HE Letter - Writers New and Com 
plete Inſtructor; or, Epiſtolary Cor- 
Fe. 3 mind made eaſy. Containing a Series 
of Letters written by a young Gentlemen 
and 8 1 in the Courſe oſ their Educations, 
on the ſeveral © Amuſements and Duties of 


iS Childhood, and Youth ; and on the more 


important Concerns of maturer Years. © Pe- 
<uliarly adapted to initiate Youth betimes 
in the Practice of writing Letters, and at 
the ſame time to inſpire them with the moſt. 
noble and virtuous Sentiments. To. which 
are added, Miſcellaneous” Letters on the 
one intereſting Subjects: Selected chiefly 
from thoſe Seba ones of Mr. Pope, 
Biſhop Atterbury, Dean Swift, and Sidler 
who have excelled in Epiſtolary Writing. 


The whole intended as proper Models to 


inſtruct the Unpractiſed how to indite their 
Letters on all the various Occaſions that daily | 
occur in the different Circumſtances of Life. 
Together with a Short and W 
Grammar of the Engliſh Tongue; a copious 
ñſpelling Dictionary of ſuch Words as are alike _ 
in Seeg but different in Senſe; and In- 
ſtructions how to addreſs all Ranks either in 
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